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Cottesmore St Mary Catholic Primary School’s vision is ‘Love, Believe, Achieve.’ Through our 

curriculum, we strive to develop the knowledge, skills and learning attitudes of our pupils 

so that they may become the best that they can be. Our curriculum is exciting and inspires 

children to nurture a passion for learning. 

 

Our Catholic ethos helps children to develop their social and moral code, as they build their 

sense of uniqueness and self-worth as an individual. We believe all children deserve the 

opportunity to nurture their individual talents and to achieve their true potential and live 

life to the full. We aim to encourage the children to develop their understanding of their 

local and national heritage and their role in modern Britain today. We encourage them to 

embrace all that multi-cultural Britain has to offer them and develop their understanding of 

the global world, within which they are a citizen of the 21st Century. 

 

Our schemes of work reflect the content and challenge of the curriculum. As a starting 

point, we teach the National Curriculum and Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, to 

promote the development of pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills as part of the 

wider school curriculum.  We give high priority to teaching the fundamentals of reading, 

writing and maths, every day, to ensure that all pupils acquire the basic skills for learning 

and life. These skills are used and practised across other subjects. In foundation subjects, 

we take a discreet subject approach with the children taking on the mindset of 

geographers, historians, scientists, musicians, computer programmers or artists in their 

learning.  Our children enjoy a broad and balanced curriculum and flourish under the expert 

teaching of our specialist teachers for Art, Design and Technology, Music, Computing, 

Primary Languages, PE and Forest School. 

 

We have identified core learning behaviours which help children to succeed, supporting 

children to persevere, show enjoyment and curiosity.  We encourage children to enjoy their 

learning, take risks and ask questions.  They are encouraged to concentrate, be imaginative, 

be resilient and work independently as well as co-operatively, in pairs and in groups. We 

value the importance of talk as a tool for learning and invest time in this. 

 

 

What are the main principles of our curriculum?  
- Knowledge Rich: at Cottesmore, we have deliberately created a knowledge rich 

curriculum, in which we have defined the essential cultural knowledge that pupils 

need to be educated citizens, introducing them to the best of human creativity and 

achievements. using the National Curriculum as a foundation our curriculum is 

ambitious, broad and balanced, allowing all children to reach their full potential 

irrespective of their home background.  We believe that knowledge helps develop 

well-rounded, empowered citizens and widens opportunities and life chances. We set 

out very precisely what pupils will know and be able to do in each subject. This 

means that we don't leave anything to chance.  

 

     As a community of life-long learners,  

with Christ at the centre,  
we strive to do our best and make a difference to the world.   

 
Dare to dream and always have hope,  

revealing Jesus to others through the choices we make,  
while living life to the full.  

Mane Nobiscum Domine – Stay with us Lord   

Luke 24:29              
 

    LOVE          BELIEVE        ACHIEVE         

 



- Logically Sequenced and Progressive: we have identified the essential knowledge, 

understanding and key skills within subject areas and topics are logically sequenced.  

This means that we have thought carefully about the most effective order to learn 

new curriculum content in.  WE have planned the curriculum so that each unit of 

work in a subject builds directly on what has been learned before. This helps pupils 

understand and remember their learning more effectively. Links are made, so that 

learning connects into a web of knowledge as the children build toward mastery and 

fluency. Concepts and vocabulary identified and explicitly taught and revisited in a 

spiral approach to ensure long term retention of learning.  

 

- Single subject approach: Knowledge is organised into subject disciplines and is 

derived from discourse within subject communities.  

This means that from KS1 we teach individual subjects such as History, Geography, 

Science, Design and Technology, Art, Music, Computing and Primary Languages. We 

have dedicated specialist teachers for Music, Art, 

Design and Technology, Computing, French and PE.  

 

We treat each subject separately so that pupils have a 

very clear understanding of what is important about 

each subject and that their knowledge and skills 

progress systematically over time in each area of the 

curriculum. We work closely with subject experts and 

subject associations to ensure that what we choose to include in our curriculum is 

the very best that it can be. 

 

- Relevant to us: at Cottesmore, children are excited, engaged and inspired by a 

bespoke subject curriculum, firmly rooted in our locality.  In science children learn 

about the plants and animals on our school site and about the local area in 

Geography. They enjoy a range of enrichment activities based in our onsite Forest 

School, and Beach School on our local beaches. When learning about Norman castles, 

Year 1 visit Arundel Castle and learn about the Howard Family and Sir Philip Howard, 

to whom our school hall is dedicated.  

 

- Sustainability and Eco:  as an ECO school, we believe that teaching children about 

our changing world and how to preserve and protect our environment is incredibly 

important. Our curriculum ensures that all children are well-informed; we imbue 

them with passion to protect the planet, and help them to live happier, healthier, 

kinder lives.  We have added a Carbon Literacy to each year group’s science 

curriculum, to ensure our pupils receive a well-rounded environmental education.  

 

- Inclusive and diverse: Our choice of curriculum content is intentionally reflective of 

cultural, ethnic, and gender diversity and we ensure that our pupils receive racial 

literacy and anti-racist education.  It is accessible to all learners and reflects their 

experiences and home backgrounds. Teachers set high expectations for every pupil. 

They plan stretching work for higher attaining pupils and provide the necessary 

support those with low prior attainment and those from disadvantaged backgrounds.  

Lessons are planned for pupils with SEND and so that there are no barriers to every 

pupil achieving their full potential. We are enriched by the many families in our 

school community for whom English is an Additional Language.  

We celebrate the languages spoken and all diversity in our school through 

assemblies, European languages Day and whole school display.  

 

- Memorable:   As part of our wider curriculum offer, it is important to us to provide a 

broad range of exciting, relevant and creative opportunities that enrich our 

children’s learning, such as: trips, visitors, outdoor learning in our Forest School and 

school grounds and links with our local churches. 

 

- Based on cognitive science: our curriculum is built on current research regarding how 

memory works, to ensure that children not only have access to 'the best that has 

been thought and said' but are taught this in a way that ensures children can 

remember the curriculum content in future years.  

Please refer to our subject curriculum maps, which can be found under Curriculum and 

individual subject pages on our website.  

 

 

 



How is our curriculum delivered?  
 

For more information, please see our Teaching and Learning Policy in the policies section 

on our website  

- Topics in foundation subjects are taught in six week blocks, with formative 

assessment used throughout to check for understanding, and summative assessment 

at the end of the topic to assess what the children have learned.   

- We make use of knowledge organisers to ensure children know exactly what 

information is expected to be learned in each topic.  We understand that knowledge 

is 'sticky’; in other words, the more pupils know, the easier it is for them to know 

more.   As a result, we carefully check and activate prior knowledge to ensure our 

pupils are able to understand and remember new things they are learning.  

- A breadth of teaching approaches appropriate to the content and desired learning 

outcomes are used to engage all pupils and enable them to not just acquire 

knowledge but to apply it in meaningful contexts. Questions and tasks to stretch and 

challenge the highest attaining children are incorporated where appropriate and 

scaffolds and additional support is provided where necessary.  Tasks are adapted to 

support learners with SEND and pupils who have EAL.   

- We assess pupils using ongoing assessment and summative assessment at defined 

points throughout KS1 and KS2. Revisiting ideas and concepts in different, more 

challenging, contexts in later units, using varied assessments and the inclusion of 

quizzes are all designed to help pupils remember content and integrate new 

knowledge into their evolving conceptual framework. 

- Units are planned to incorporate learning from cognitive science: spaced retrieval 

practice, low-stakes testing, and strategies to build fluency. 

- Explicit vocabulary instruction is included in all subjects. We believe that strong 

language skills underpin all learning 

How do we assess learning in foundation subjects?  

For assessment in core subjects [reading, writing, maths and RE], see individual curriculum 

pages.  

 

At Cottesmore, our approach to assessment is based on the following key principles; 

• High quality, in depth teaching, is supported and informed by high quality formative 

assessment.  

• There is always a clear purpose for assessing and assessment is fit for its intended 

purpose. 

• We achieve our assessment without adding unnecessarily to teacher workload. 

• Assessment is inclusive of all abilities. 

• Our approach to assessment in foundation subjects is based on Formative Assessment 

and Summative Assessment.  

 

Formative Assessment  

This an integral part of teaching and learning. It helps children to measure their own 

strengths and areas for development on a day to day basis. It allows teachers to understand 

pupil performance on a continuing basis, enabling the teacher to identify when pupils are 

struggling, when they have consolidated learning and when they are ready to progress. In 

this way, it enables teachers to evaluate their own teaching of particular topics or concepts 

and to plan future lessons accordingly. 

• A range of day-to-day formative assessments in foundation subjects are used.   

• In science, history, geography, computing, music, art, design and technology, French 

and PE, each unit of work has a curriculum pathway which contains core learning 

statements that form the basis for assessment 

 

Summative Assessment 

In-school summative assessments are used to monitor and support children’s performance. 

They will provide teachers and children with information about how well they have learned 

and understood a topic or course of work taught over a period of time. A range of in-school 

summative assessments are used in foundation subjects.   End of topic assessment tasks are 

provided to check the children have learnt what was intended.  Tasks range from double 

page spreads, low stakes quizzes and retrieval practice. Knowledge organisers support the 

process of retrieval and retention of knowledge to ensure that knowledge is remembered 

and learning has taken place.  

At the end of a topic / unit, teachers make judgements about each child’s attainment. At 

the end of the year, teachers use the curriculum Pathways to check if the children are on 

track in their learning and this information is shared with parents annually.  


