
9th October 2026 

Dear parents / carers

Praying the Rosary 
The month of October is always dedicated to the Rosary. 
This is because the liturgical feast of Our Lady of 
the Rosary is celebrated every year on October 7th. During 
worship, children discussed how Catholics use a Rosary as 
they meditate on the life of Jesus and call on Mary to offer 
their prayers to God. We talked about how Catholics do not 
worship Mary or the saints, but ask them to pray to God on 
our behalf. Children focused on the fact that the Rosary can 
help us focus on our prayer so that our mind doesn’t 
wander. Praying the Rosary, and meditating events that 
happened in the life of Jesus (Mysteries), can help our 
wellbeing and our relationship with God. We invite all 
children to take part in praying the Rosary this month and 
our RE Council have set up a Rosary prayer station so 
children can do this throughout the day. Children in KS2 are 
invited to join our Rosary prayer group with Canon David.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; 
blessed art thou amongst women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Hail Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Parent / Carer Survey 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who took the time 
to complete our 2026 survey. Thanks you for your valuable 
feedback about your experiences of Cottesmore. The 
results were really positive, with particularly strong 
feedback around children’s happiness and safety, the care 
and support provided by staff, our Catholic ethos and the 
quality of teaching and learning. It was especially lovely to 
hear how many families feel that their children are happy, 
supported and thriving at school. Your comments also help 
us to reflect and improve. Your views help us to celebrate 
what we do well and identify where we can continue to 
grow as a school community. To see our most recent 
results, please click on the link: 
https://www.cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk/page/pv/

European Day of Languages 
European Languages Day is a day when we celebrate all the 
diverse languages and cultures that make up our school 
community. Mrs Mazzoleni from Newman brought some of 
her Year 7 and 8 pupils over to share their love of languages 
with us. They demonstrated some of the languages they 
know; French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese and Arabic. The 
assembly ended with Ms Szeless saying the Hail Mary in 
Italian. Children are invited to end future school assemblies 
by leading the Hail Mary or Our Father in their native 
language, too. This year’s theme was ‘Languages Unite!’ and 
children created a colourful class language chain, writing, 
‘Hello’ and ‘Welcome’ in the different languages spoken in 
each class. The day was a great reminder that, although we 
may speak different languages, we are all one great family.

Year 4 trip to Fishbourne Roman Palace
Year 4 children had a super day exploring the fascinating 
world of Roman Britain at Fishbourne Roman Palace. The 
children enjoyed discovering what life was like for the 
Romans, exploring the remains of the magnificent palace 
and admiring its beautiful, intricate mosaics. Throughout the 
day, the children had the opportunity to deepen their 
understanding of Roman life and history through hands-on 
experiences and exciting activities. It was wonderful to see 
their curiosity, enthusiasm and knowledge shine through as 
they became Roman historians for the day.

Year 6 Bikeability
Year 6 pupils have been taking part 
in Bikeability sessions, developing 
their confidence and skills on the 
road. They have been learning how 
to cycle safely, understand road 
signs and markings and make safe decisions when riding in 
real-life traffic situations. It has been wonderful to see the 
children putting their skills into practice, supporting one 
another and growing in confidence throughout the sessions. 
Wishing you a lovely weekend. Rachel Breen, Headteacher. 

https://www.cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk/page/pv/


School Nurse drop in for parents – 12th October 
There will be a School Nurse health drop in session, 8.30am 
Monday 12th October.  She will have a stall by the KS2 
shelter. You do not need an appointment, you can just 
come and ask questions. 

Harvest weeks beginning 12th and 19th October 
Key Stage One
You are invited to year group Harvest liturgies. These will 
take place in the Forest School area, at 9am, and run for 
approximately 20 minutes. 
Year 2 - Wednesday 14th October at 9am 
Year 1 - Friday 16th October at 9am 
Reception – Wednesday 21st October at 9am 
Please can all children wear full school uniform on these 
days other than Year 1 who can wear red as their liturgy is 
on the same day as we celebrate Show Racism the Red 
Card day. Once you have dropped your child off with the 
class teachers in the infant playground, you are welcome to 
head straight to the Forest School area on the field. 
However, we will lock Radinden Manor gate at 8.40m as 
usual. Later entrance will be through the field gate on The 
Upper Drive and this will be open from 8.50am – 9am. Exit 
for all will be via this gate eg onto The Upper Drive only. 
Key Stage Two  
Year 6 - Children in Year 6 have been invited to a special 
Harvest Mass at Cardinal Newman School, with other Year 
6 classes from across the Deanery, 9am on Tuesday 20th of 
October. This is an event for children only. If you can 
volunteer to help with this eg walking children over and 
back, please email Year 6 teachers directly. Smart school 
uniform please. No PE kits. 
Year 3 and 4 and 5 - Harvest Mass will take place on 15th 
October, 9am in the school hall, celebrated by Canon 
David. Parents are welcome to attend. Please enter via 
Radinden Manor gate only. This will be locked at 8.40am as 
usual and then reopened from 8.50am - 9am. 
Donations 
Please support our annual collection of tinned or dry food 
or money for City Mission. Donations of food will be 
collected across week beginning 12th and 19th October and 
retiring monetary collections will take place at the end of 
each liturgy / Mass.. Any contributions are to be left in the 
KS2 shelter. Every contribution is gratefully received.

Parent Consultation Meetings 15th and 19th

October 
Don’t forget to answer you phone or 
come to the school if you have booked 
a face to face meeting. 3.20 pm - 6 pm 
Thursday 15th and Monday 19th October. 

Welcome to Reception Disco – 16th October
We will be hosting our Reception Welcome Disco on Friday 
16th October 2026. This event will begin at 3.15pm until 
4.30pm and will take place in the school hall. The event is 
to welcome the parents and children to the school. 
For more information, please see the letter shared via Ping. 
Children can wear party clothes this day (nb – as this is the 
same day as Show Racism the Red Card, children in 
Reception will wear something red on Thursday instead). 

Show Racism The Red Card – 16th October 
As we do every year, children are 
encouraged to wear something red on 
this day. There is no need to buy new 
clothes - children can dress in red or 
simply wear red socks, have something 
red in their hair etc. Together we will ‘show racism the red 
card’. Throughout the day, children will take part in 
dedicated lessons continuing to reflect on how to be an 
upstander - someone who stands up against injustice. Our 
school is committed to educating our children to help 
eradicate racism, racial inequality and racial injustice, with 
the goal of nurturing a generation of compassionate, anti-
racist citizens. Thank you for your support in making this 
meaningful event impactful.

Glyndebourne Opera - 17th November 
This will be a fantastic opportunity for children to 
experience a professional opera performance, set in the 
magnificent opera house at Glyndebourne. School tickets 
will be prioritised to KS2 children taking part in choir and 
orchestra. If there are any spare tickets we will offer to 
those in Years 4, 5 and 6, prioritising Year 6 first. Tickets are 
limited. Please see the letter shared via Ping. 

Choir and Orchestra 
Choir and Orchestra are run as free music clubs for children 
in Key Stage 2 and take place before school on Mondays 
(Choir) and Tuesdays (Orchestra). Please email Mr
Bondonno with your child's name and class, if you would 
like them to attend AlexBondonno@cottesmorestmary.org
Choir sing a wide range of music and they will lead singing 
at school events and also perform at external performances.  
This term they will perform at the One Voice event  at the 
Brighton Centre in December, as well as a Christmas event 
at Brighton Pavilion. They will also perform to new parents 
visiting our school on school tours later this term.  
Orchestra learn a variety of music which will also be 
performed at school events. Children who learn a musical 
instrument are strongly encouraged to attend, but the club 
is open to all children, including those who do not have 
instrumental music lessons. Keyboards and percussion 
instruments are provided.  

mailto:AlexBondonno@cottesmorestmary.org


Flu Vaccination
The Immunisation Service recently visited our school to
offer the Flu vaccination. There is an opportunity for any
children who did not receive the vaccination in school to
receive it at a catch-up clinic.
If you have already completed a form and your child wasn’t
vaccinated in school, you will have received a separate
email with clinic booking instructions and do not need to
complete another form. Please refer to the ‘How do I book
an appointment for my child to be vaccinated’ section in
this email. If you did not return a consent form, but would
like your child to receive this vaccination, it’s not too late.
Please see guidance below on how to complete an online
consent form.
How do I consent / refuse to my child having these
vaccinations?
https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu
Enter and confirm your preferred email address – you will
receive a confirmation email following submission of the
consent form. Enter the school code: SX114567
Complete and submit the consent form, indicating your
choice of consent - Please ensure you provide the child’s
registered address and GP. Book an appointment by
following the steps below.
How do I book an appointment for my child to be
vaccinated?
https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/clinicbooking/bo
oking to book an appointment at a Community Catch up
Clinics, for your child to receive the vaccination(s). You will
require your booking reference number which can be
found within the email you receive(d) from Cinnamon once
your consent form has/had been submitted.
Arrange for an adult to accompany your child to their clinic
appointment. If you are unable to complete the online
form, wish to change your consent or have any trouble
booking an appointment, please contact your local
Immunisation Team on the appropriate telephone number
below: Speak to a member of the Immunisation Service by
calling your local team on 01273 696011: Ext. 3789

Amaze SEND Parent Support Group 
Amaze SEND charity are running a
friendly, informal parent support 
group already running at Hangleton
Community Centre. The next group 
meet up will be on Wednesday 7th

October from 10am – 12pm with 
guests from schools mental health services
When: 3rd Wednesday of every month, 10am - 12pm
Where: Hangleton Community Centre, Hangleton Way, 
Hove BN3 8BW
Who: All parents and carers of children and young people 
with SEND (0-25y) no diagnosis needed, no need to pre-
book, just turn up.
Hosted by: parent groups and befriending service at Amaze 
(PaCC Brighton & Hove)
It's a chance to meet other local parents, chat over tea, 
share information and get peer support.

https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu
https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/clinicbooking/booking


Easyfundraising – please use this when buying 
your day to day items
This is so easy to do and could bring lots of pounds to 

the school. It is easy to do and the money soon adds 

up. People have to download and sign up via the 

APP (on the same day) to qualify. The offer is on 

until the end of October. The PTA (school) get £50 for 

every 10 people signing up. So 10 = £50, 20 people = 

£100 etc. The QR code, will send you to the app. 

Reception September 2027 – please encourage 
new families to visit our school in November 
If you are currently a member 
of our school family and have 
a younger child due to start 
school in September 2027, 
don’t forget that, in addition 
to completing the online 
Brighton and Hove admissions 
form, you must also complete 
the school Supplementary 
Information Form (SIF). This 
can be found on the school website and is required to be 
delivered to the school office. We encourage you to 
complete the SIF form sooner rather than later, especially if 
you require a priest’s signature. A reminder that the 
deadline for Reception applications is 15th January. 
Please encourage families who are new to our school to visit 
one of our open days. The dates and times of these are: 
• 9am – 10.15am Tuesday 3rd November 2026
• 9am – 10.15am Wednesday 4th November 2026
• 9am – 10.15am Monday 9th November 2026
• 9am – 10.15am Tuesday 10th November 2026
• 9am - 10.15amMonday 16th November 2026
• 9am – 10.15am Wednesday 18th November 2026
• 9am – 10.15am Monday 23rd November 2026
• 9am – 10.15am Wednesday 25th November 2026
Families can email admin@cottesmorestmary.org
with their preferred date/dates and their full name, the 
name of their child (who they are considering enrolling at 
the school) and mobile number. In the meantime, you may 
wish to re-watch a video that we created when parents 
were unable to visit the school. Please do share this with 
friends. https://player.vimeo.com/video/4827743099
The Admissions Page of our school website also contains a
range of helpful information. 
https://www.cottesmore.brighton-
hove.sch.uk/page/admissions
Please spread the word about Cottesmore and encourage 
friends and families to get in touch. We look forward to 
hearing from all prospective parents and are here to help 
in anyway. If schools don’t fill, they loose vital funds so 
getting as many applications as possible is vital.

mailto:admin@cottesmorestmary.org
https://player.vimeo.com/video/4827743099
https://www.cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk/page/admissions


Autumn Termly [first half] Overviews on
Website The Half Termly Overviews for the 1st half of the

Autumn Term have been published on the relevant year
group pages on our school website. These overviews give
you detailed information about the upcoming topics and,
whether it's exciting science topics, creative art projects, or
language learning opportunities, there's something for
every child to look forward to. We encourage you to find
out, and have conversations with your child, about what
they will be studying at school: perhaps you would like to
investigate further, provide background reading or extra
practice/support at home. If you have any questions about
forthcoming topics, please speak to class teachers.

Sports events 2026/2027
For information about sporting tournaments and festivals,
please see our Sports Selection policy, on the policy page of
the school website. The policy includes information relating
to how children are selected for events. It also contains a
list of dates from the previous two years, to give you an
idea of the type of events that we enter and an idea of
dates. These dates are from the past two years and are not
the actual dates of events this year nor are they a
guarantee that we will take part in all the same events.
https://www.cottesmore.brighton-
hove.sch.uk//uploads/policy_docs/Sept_2026/_Sport_Sele
ction_2026.pdff
If your child attends sporting clubs due to their passion for
that sport, we invite you to share this information as well
as any sporting successes out of school. Whilst this will not
form part of any selection process, it helps us to get a
deeper knowledge of individual passions. Please email
johnnybuggy@cottesmorestmary.org

Snacks 
Children can bring ONE snack for morning play (KS2) and 

ONE snack for afternoon play (KS1). Children in KS1 have a 

school provided fruit snack for morning play. We 

encourage snacks that help fuel your child’s body and 

mind for learning. Snack ideas - malt loaf, banana, carrot 

sticks, oat bars or something that can offer slow-release 

energy and help children stay focused and engaged. 

Snacks such as chocolate or crisps, may lead to a quick 

spike in blood sugar or leave children still feeling hungry 

and offer less fuel, making it harder to settle into lessons 

afterwards. Crisps or chocolate breaktime snacks will be 

asked to be put back into book backs and eaten at home.

First Holy Communion
Churches are inviting families to 
sign up for First Holy Communion 
preparation. This is a sacrament 
for Catholic children who are 
baptised. This is aimed at 
Catholic children in Years 3 and 4 but some in Years 5 and 6 
will also be making their FHC if they didn’t do it when in 
Year 3. We have sent information to families, via Ping, and 
this has also been in parish newsletters. FHC programs start 
in parishes in the autumn term. Please inform the school if 
you have signed up for this year’s FHC preparation and note 
which parish. This helps with our annual celebration 
planning. You can email your class teacher or 
colettefairbanks@cottesmorestmary.orgg

Cardinal Newman Open Event - 22nd October
Cardinal Newman are looking forward to welcoming Year 6

students and their families to their school. They especially

look forward to meeting children from our Newman Family

of Schools including Our Lady of Lourdes, St Mary’s

Portslade, St John the Baptist, St Bernadette’s, St Mary

Magdalen’s and Cottesmore. The day will be split into two

parts; an Open Day with structured daytime tours and an

Open House event in the evening when families are invited

to look at the school at their own pace. Bookings open for

the daytime tours and evening event on Wednesday 30th

September via their website. To ensure as many Year 6

families as possible can access the daytime tours, they

kindly ask that these tours are only booked for students

who are currently in Year 6 and not Year 5. Each family will

be able to book up to 3 tickets for the Open Day tours and 4

for the Open House evening event. They look forward to

showing you around their OUTSTANDING school!

Applying for a Sept 2026 Year 7 place - Information can be

found on their website if you wish to apply for a Year 7

place for your child this year. The web page includes links to

their SIF (supplementary information form) and the Local

Authority admissions page. If you have any issues with an

application please contact their

Admissions Manager f.coates@cncs.co.uk

https://www.cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk/uploads/policy_docs/Sept_2026/_Sport_Selection_2026.pdff
mailto:johnnybuggy@cottesmorestmary.org
mailto:colettefairbanks@cottesmorestmary.orgg
mailto:f.coates@cncs.co.uk








SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER OCTOBER = MONTH OF THE ROSARY and BLACK HISTORY MONTH

MONDAY 28th • Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)

TUESDAY 29th • Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)
• SchoolPing online booking system for Parents Evening closed
• Individual and sibling school photographs - all to wear school uniform eg no Forest school or PE clothes

WEDNESDAY 30th • Year 5 St Oscar Forest School am
• Nurture group 1 Forest Scchool
• Year 1 St Teresa Forest School pm
• Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)

THURSDAY 1st • Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)
• PTA uniform sale after school - items between £1 and £2 TBC 
• Year 4 Trip Fishbourne Roman Palace TBC 

FRIDAY 2nd • Year 5 Swimming
• Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)

SUNDAY 4th • Grandparents Day 

OCTOBER

MONDAY 5th • Parents’ Evening booking closes and Interim Report requests closed
• Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)

TUESDAY 6th • Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)

WEDNESDAY 7th • Year 5 St Josephine Forest School am
• Nurture Group 2 Forest Scchool
• Year 1 St George Forest School pm
• PTA AGM and drinks. 6.30pm School hall – all parents welcome 
• Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)

THURSDAY 8th • Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)

FRIDAY 9th • Year 5 Swimming
• Year 6 bikeability (chidlren will need to bring – or borrow – a bike and helmet)PTA Year 3 Welcome to KS2 Welcome Disco 3.15pm –

4.30pm

SATURDAY 10th • World Mental Health Day and World Homeless Day  

MONDAY 12th • School Nurse Drop In Session

TUESDAY 13th

WEDNESDAY 14th • 9am – Year 2 Harvest. Forest School. Parents welcome. Field / Upper Drive gate.
• Year 4 St Cuthman Forest School am
• Nurture group 1 Forest Scchool
• Year 1 St Teresa Forest School pm

THURSDAY 15th • 9am - Year 3, 4 and 5 Harvest mass, parents welcome (school uniform). Radinden Manor gate. 
• Parent Consultation phone calls 3.20pm - 6pm

FRIDAY 16th • 9am - Year 1 Harvest. Can wear red.   Forest School. Parents welcome. Field / Upper Drive gate. 
• Show Racism the Red Card Day - wear red today
• Year 5 Swimming
• PTA Reception Welcome Disco 3.15pm – 4.30pm

MONDAY 19th • Parent Consultation phone calls and SEN 3.20pm - 6pm

TUESDAY 20th • Year 6 Harvest Mass (with other schools), Newman. Children only (school uniform).

WEDNESDAY 21st • 9am – Reception Harvest. Forest School. Parents welcome. Field / Upper Drive gate.
• Year 4 St Lewinna Forest School am
• Nurture group 2 Forest Scchool
• Year 1 St George Forest School pm

THURSDAY 22nd • PTA Spooky Cake Sale after school – please bring in shop bought / homemade donations and leave them in the KS2 structure before 
school. Nothing containing nuts. TBC

• PTA uniform sale after school – items between £1 and £2. TBC 

FRIDAY 23rd INSET DAY – school closed to pupils

HALF TERM HOLIDAY  
Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 

Outdoors Project Holiday Club on school field

Saturday 31st October Closing date for secondary school applications



NOVEMBER

MONDAY 2nd

TUESDAY 3rd • 9am -10am School Tours for Reception 2027

WEDNESDAY 4th • 9am - 10am School Tours for Reception 2027
• Year 3 St Martin Forest School am
• Nurture group 1 Forest Scchool
• Year 1 St Teresa Forest School pm

THURSDAY 5th 

FRIDAY 6th • Year 5 Swimming

MONDAY 9th • 9am - 10am School Tours for Reception 2027

TUESDAY 10th • World Science Day – Science for and with society
• 9am - 10am School Tours for Reception 2027

WEDNESDAY 11th 9am - 10am School Tours for Reception 2027
Remembrance Day (Remembrance Sunday is Sunday 8th) 
Year 3 St Cecilia Forest School am
Nurture group 2 Forest Scchool
Year 1 St George Forest School pm

THURSDAY 12th Year 6 Height & Weight check am

FRIDAY 13th • Year 5 Swimming
• World Kindness Day
• Children in Need - non school uniform in exchange for money towards collection

MONDAY 16th • Anti-Bullying Week – Break the silence 
• 9am - 10am School Tours for Reception 2027

TUESDAY 17th • 9am - 10am School Tours for Reception 2027
• School trip to Glyndebourne – year TBC

WEDNESDAY 18th • 9am - 10am School Tours for Reception 2027
• Year 2 St Monica Forest School am
• Nurture group 1 Forest Scchool
• Year 1 St Teresa Forest School pm

THURSDAY 19th

FRIDAY 20th Year 5 swimming

MONDAY 23rd

TUESDAY 24th 

WEDNESDAY 25th • Year 2 St Patrick Forest School am
• Nurture group 2 Forest School 
• Year 1 St George Forest School pm  
• Years 3 – 6 Aladdin Pantomine in school hall for children 

THURSDAY 26th 

FRIDAY 27th Year 5 swimming

DECEMBER

MONDAY 30th

TUESDAY 1st Advent begins

WEDNESDAY 2nd • Choir to Brighton Centre for One Voice Singing Festival (rehearsal in day and show in evening)
• Nurture group 1 Forest School 
• Year 1 St Teresa Forest School pm 

THURSDAY 3rd

FRIDAY 4th Reception and Year 1 parent / carers Phonics workshop. School hall. 8.50am
PTA Advent Fair, school hall and outside, 3.15pm – 4.30pm. Please bring donations of cakes and sweet treats

MONDAY 7th

TUESDAY 8th

WEDNESDAY 9th • Forest School Free Session
• Nurture group 2 Forest Scchool
• Year 1 St George Forest School pm
• PTA uniform sale after school – items between £1 and £2

THURSDAY 10th • Interactive Fairy Tale Show for Reception - Year 2. Dick Whittington. Fairytale costumes or party clothes for children in Reception only. Year 1 and 2 school 
uniform. 

FRIDAY 11th

MONDAY 14th Year 6 Nativity - 2.30pm

TUESDAY 15th Reception Nativity - 9.15am
Year 5 Nativity - 2.30pm

WEDNESDAY 16th • Year 2 Nativity - 9.15am
• Year 4 Nativity - 2.30pm
• Christmas Dinners: KS2 (these year groups wear Christmas jumper / colourful clothes). All children in KS1 to bring a packed lunch this day. 

THURSDAY 17th Year 1 Nativity - 9.15am 
Christmas Dinners: KS1 (these year groups wear Christmas jumpers / colourful clothes). All children in KS2 to bring a packed lunch this day.
Y3 Nativity - 2.30pm

FRIDAY 18th Class parties for all school and Father Christmas to visit Reception – Year 3. 
• School finishes for Christmas holidays

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  
Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January


