Cottesmore St Mary Catholic Primary School

Headteacher: Mrs Rachel Breen

12th December 2025

Second Sunc]aq

f Advent
Dear parents / carers e

Prepare the way of the Lord!

Advent and kindness
This week saw us celebrate the second week of Advent. On
each Sunday of Advent, a candle is lit, one by one, on the
Advent wreath. This symbolises the coming of Christ's light
into the world, with each candle representing an aspect of
preparation - hope, peace, joy and love. This week we
focused on peace. Children continued to reflect

on ways in which they can prepare for the birth of Jesus.
They continue to talk about what choices they can make
during this time of preparation and how their promises /
choices can show Jesus to others. As part of Advent
promises, we have a focus on kindness. Some ideas to
complete as families have been sent via Ping.

KS1 Pantomime

Following KS2 enjoying their interactive pantomime of
Little Red Riding Hood last week, this week, children in KS1
enjoyed an interactive pantomime of Cinderella. It was
wonderful to see the children engaging and fully immersed
as well as some of them join the actors on stage and take
part. What fun they all had together.

One Voice and Music Concert
Last week, our choir performed at
One Voice's Festival of Singing PRl L A
concert at the Brighton Dome. A [~ =2
The children really enjoyed having the opportunity to
perform on such a special stage. The organiser of the event
has emailed to say that the quality of the singing was a real
credit to the work that takes place in school. He also noted
how Music matters and how it also boosts confidence,
wellbeing and offers a sense of community — something
that really shone through in the performances. Children
were delighted to see themselves on South Today News. To
view this, please visit the Music page of our school website.
Our 60 person choir and 20 person orchestra practice every
Monday and Tuesday before school. This week, it was a
treat to share all they have been practicing with their
parents and children in KS2. What a super show.

Thank you FCOP / PTA

A huge thank you to our super PTA
for a superb Christmas Fair. What a
wonderful event for the whole
family. HUGE thanks to all who were
involved in making his happen. We
really appreciate all that you do.
Thank you so much to Nicholas
James for sponsoring the Mr. Marvel Magic Show and your
ongoing sponsorship. Thank you also to those who helped on
the day — the stalls and activities were great fun. It was also
lovely to be serenaded by the choir and the Fairtrade
committee did a great job on the hot chocolate stall. Thank
you to Year 6 members of our Faith in Action group for
helping adults run various stalls. Thank you for the fantastic
raffle also. Finally, to all families who came and supported by
being there. Final figures aren’t yet in but we think that a
whopping £2800 may have been raised. This will go towards
recent works in our Forest School area. Thank you for your
support.A further thank you to the PTA for all they have done
for our school community over the whole tem. As well as
some charged events, such as the film show for KS2 and cake
sales, they have offered children, and families, in Reception a
free welcome to Cottesmore disco and children in Year 3 a
free welcome to KS2 disco. Much fun was had at these. Not to
mention the incredibly popular uniform sales.

A HUGE thank you to all involved in making these events
happen —what you do and all your help is really appreciated.
Thank you also to families who are able to support these
events by coming along. If your family are in receipt of Pupil
Premium funding, you can have free access to any of these
events. Just email the office, if you would ever like a ticket.

Cldverif

Together we raised

£2,800

Nicholas James

A HUGE thank you to Nicholas James
for being such an incredible
supporter of our school. Not only

do they kindly sponsor our events,
including our fairs and Easter Egg
Hunt, on top of this, they also made
a very generous donation to the
school of more than £3,000. They
have also pledged to donate 20% of
their commission to the school for 58 .
any properties sold or let through Nicholas James by
Cottesmore families. These bumper cheques were from two
house sales that completed earlier this year. All you need to
do is let them know when you instruct them that you're a
Cottesmore family and they’ll do the rest. We're so grateful
for their continued support which is helping to make a
difference to our school and children.

Nicholas
James

SALES LETTINGS AUCTIONS

Wishing you an enjoyable weekend as we celebrate the third
Sunday of Advent — rejoice. Rachel Breen, Headteacher.




Christmas at Cottesmore

We appreciate that it’s early but a reminder of the dates
for our hall-based Nativity liturgies:

*  Year 6 Monday 15t December at 2:30 pm

*  Year 2 Tuesday 16t December at 9:15 am

* Year 5 Tuesday 16t December at 2:30 pm

* Reception Wednesday 17t December at 9:15 am

* Year 4 Wednesday 17th December at 2:30 pm

e Year 1 Thursday 18t December at 9:15 am

* Year 3 Thursday 18t December at 2:30 pm

Please can all children dress in school uniform unless
directed otherwise by their class teacher (no PE kits). Some
children will dress up and the school will provide these
costumes.

If your child has a nativity play at 9:15am, once you have
dropped your child off with the class teachers as per usual
start time, you may head straight to the hall. Alternatively,
we will reopen Radinden Manor gates, at 9.05am but they
will close promptly at 9:15am. If your child has a nativity
play at 2:30pm, Radinden Manor gates will open at 2:20pm
and they will close promptly at 2:30pm. At both of these
times of day, the office won't have capacity to escort
latecomers through the building. We look forward to
celebrating with you all.

Christmas Dinner

If your child chooses to have lunch on their Christmas
dinner day, you will be debited the usual amount of £2.65
from your Parent Pay account. Children can of course still
bring in a packed lunch if they do not want a Christmas
lunch and you will not be charged. On the day of their
Christmas dinner, children are invited to wear colourful
party clothes / Christmas jumpers to help with the
festivities.

KS1 Christmas Dinner (children in Years Reception, 1 and
2) will be on Thursday 18th December.

All KS1 children will automatically be offered a Christmas
lunch on this day. On Wednesday 17th December, there
will be no school dinners available for KS1 children. We
therefore ask that you provide a packed lunch from home,
for KS1 children, on Wednesday 17th December.

KS2 Christmas Dinner (children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) will
be on Wednesday 17th December.

On Thursday 18th December, children in Reception, Years 1
and 2 will have their Christmas Dinner, and due to the
popularity of this, there will be no school dinners available
on this day for your KS2 child. We therefore ask that you
provide a packed lunch from home on Thursday 18th
December.

On the day that any child is asked to bring a packed lunch,
if they are registered for free school meals (Pupil Premium)
and you require a school packed lunch to be provided for
them, please email the office by 10th December.

Christmas Jumpers
Please donate any outgrown
Christmas jumpers to the
school. These will be given
to families who may need
additional support. If we receive lots, our ECO committee
will hold a seconds sale which will help with sustainability.

Vacancy for Midday Supervisor Assistant

The Governors of Cottesmore St Mary wish to appoint a
Midday Supervisory Assistant to join our motivated,
enthusiastic and committed lunchtime team.

This role will require you to work Monday — Friday 11.30am
— 1pm. During which, you will:

* Supervise the children while eating their lunch

* Encourage and motivate children to eat their lunch

* Set up and clear away playground equipment

* Encourage and promote positive play

We are looking for someone who is committed to the
Catholic vision of our school and enjoys working with
children aged 4-11.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd January 2026

Interview Date: Wednesday 7th / Thursday 8th / Friday 9th
January 2026 tbc.

Start date: As soon as possible after interview - pending
checks.

The application pack is available on the school vacancies
page of the school website.
Https://www.cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk/page/job-
vacancies/

A hard copy of the pack is also available upon request from
the school. Please contact the office on 01273 555811.

We look forward to receiving your application. Please can all
completed applications be sent to
rachelbreen@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk

O, RGBS

We hope that many of our Cottesmore families will display a
STAR in their windows for families to look at throughout
Advent and the Christmas season. The message and idea
behind this action is to unite and remind our neighbours
about this special season of Advent. A STAR is an affirmation
of joy and celebration, the star of Bethlehem representing
the guidance of God. ‘Star of wonder, star of night, guide us
to thy perfect light’. A template has been sent to you via
Ping.

On rotation, children will also be taking home an Advent
prayer bag to use overnight. The prayer bag includes a
candle to light, prayers to say and little objects to hold
whilst praying. Please have a go at completing some of the
prayer ideas in the bag with your child and then return the
prayer bag the following day so that another child can enjoy
the activity with their families.

Phonics Parent Workshop

Last week, a workshop for parents / carers was held with a
focus on how to best support your child, at home,

with reading and phonics in Reception and Year 1.

The workshop detailed how we teach phonics to

the children as well as how families can support at home
and tips for encouraging reading with your child. For those
who were unable to make it, a video version with the same
information has been added to the Reception page on

the website.



https://www.cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk/page/job-vacancies/
mailto:rachelbreen@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk

THANK YOU TO

NIcholQs

James

SALES LETTINGS AUCTIONS

Nicholas James will kindly donate to the
PTA 20% of their commission for properties
sold on behalf of Cottesmore families.
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YETI DINNER PLATES
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children aged S to 11

Through games. songs. and stories. we v SONOS AND AUDIO
help children develop a natural and joyful Fun songs and listaning

love of language. =
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TRY NOW —
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FREE!
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MONDAY 15t

Year 6 Nativity - 2.30pm

TUESDAY 16"

Year 2 Nativity - 9.15am
Year 5 Nativity - 2.30pm

WEDNESDAY 17

Reception Nativity - 9.15am

Year 4 Nativity - 2.30pm

Christmas Dinners: KS2 (these year groups wear Christmas jumper / colourful clothes). All children in KS1 to bring a packed lunch this day.
Honeypot celebration

THURSDAY 18"

Year 1 Nativity - 9.15am
Christmas Dinners: KS1 (these year groups wear Christmas jumpers / colourful clothes). All childrenin KS2 to bring a packed lunch this day.
Y3 Nativity - 2.30pm

FRIDAY 19t

Class parties for all school and Father Christmas to visit Reception — Year 3.
School finishes for Christmas holidays

JANUARY 2026

MONDAY 5t

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
Monday 22" December - Friday 2" January

Pupils return to school

TUESDAY 6"

WEDNESDAY 7t

THURSDAY 8t

FRIDAY 9t

MONDAY 12t

TUESDAY 13t

WEDNESDAY 14t

Year 6 St Maximillian Forest School am
Year 1 St George Forest School pm

THURSDAY 15t

Closing Date for Local Authorities applications 2025/2026

FRIDAY 16

MONDAY 26"

MONDAY 19t
TUESDAY 20"
'WEDNESDAY 21t . Year 5 St Josephine Forest School am
. Year 1 St Teresa Forest School pm
. Year 6 school trip to Downs Junior Air Raid Shelter
. Year 5 to Brighton Girls School — Space Day
THURSDAY 224 . Reception and Year 6 Buddy Mass at Cardinal Newman School Chapel — parents welcome
FRIDAY 23r¢ . Year 2 school trip to the Sealife Centre

TUESDAY 27t"

Holocaust Memorial Day

WEDNESDAY 28"

THURSDAY 29"

Year 6 St Benedict Forest School am
Year 1 St George Forest School pm

FRIDAY 30t
FEBRUARY

MONDAY 2™

TUESDAY 37

WEDNESDAY 4th

Year 5 St Oscar Forest School am
Year 1 St Teresa Forest School pm
Year 3 school trip to Brighton Museum

THURSDAY 5t

Year 1 and Year 5 Buddy Mass at Cardinal Newman School Chapel — parents welcome

FRIDAY 6"

MONDAY 9th

TUESDAY 10t

Safer Internet Day — extra online safety lessons in school
Year 5 school trip to Brighton Pavilion

WEDNESDAY 11"

International day of women in science

THURSDAY 12t

Year 4 Viking workshop
PTA uniform sale after school - items between £1 and £2

FRIDAY 13t

PTA Valentines cake sale after school

HALF TERM
Monday 16" February — Friday 20" February
Outdoors Project Holiday Club on school field

Tuesday 17" February - Shrove Tuesday and Chinese New Year
Lent - 18th February to Thursday 2" April

Saturday 21% February - International Mother Language Day




