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topic vocabulary 

agriculture farming

equatorial the hot, wet climate in areas 

close to the equator

tributary smaller rivers that flow into a 

larger one

river basin: the area of land near to a river 

and all its tributaries

biodiversity the variety of life on earth

ecosystem a community of living things, 

together with their environment

humidity moisture in the air

trade the act of buying and selling 

goods

urban having to do with a city or town

tropical happening near the equator

Deforestation and why it is happening

Countries of South America 

Deforestation 

- The rainforests used to 

cover 14% of the Earth's land 

surface, but now they cover 

only 6%.

- It is estimated that 137 

rainforest species are 

becoming extinct every day.

- 500 years ago, there were 

believed to be at least 

6,000,000 native 

tribespeople. Now there are 

thought to be just 250,000.

South America

The Amazon River 

It is the second longest river in the world [4,048 miles]. Its source is in Peru and its 

mouth is on the east coast of Brazil.  It flows through Peru, Venezuela, Colombia,

Ecuador and Bolivia. 

It is important because it provides huge amounts of water for plants to grow.  

The Amazon is home to humans too.  They build their homes along the banks of the 

river and use it for travelling, washing their clothes, drinking and cooking

The Amazon Rainforest 

The trees of the Amazon absorb carbon dioxide 

and breathe out oxygen.  In fact, they produce 

20% [or 1/5] of all the world’s oxygen!  The 

Amazon is one of the most biodiverse places on 

earth.  Scientists believe there are many more 

species of plants and animals living there that 

we haven’t even discovered yet. 

Tribes in Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon is one of the few 

places in the world where tribes 

live.  They have often never had 

contact with the outside world.  

They have to survive on what they 

find in the forest.  They hunt for 

their own food and grow crops.  

They move around every few years 

to find fertile land.  Children help 

from a very early age.  

The city of Manaus is the capital of the Amazonas state in the north of Brazil. 

It’s the largest city within the Amazon Rainforest with a population of 2 million 

region.  It sits on the Rio Negro, one of two major rivers that flow into the River 

Amazon. Manaus is located just 3° south of the Equator and has a tropical climate.

Manaus was originally built using money made from selling rubber form rubber 

trees in the forest.  It is now home to factories making things for the rest of Brazil 

eg soap, mobile phones, motorbikes and ships.  It has a tropical climate  

Manaus – a rainforest city 


