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At Cottesmore St Mary, we seek to foster a warm, welcoming and respectful environment which allows 
us to question and challenge discrimination and inequalities, resolve conflicts peacefully and work and 
learn free from harassment. We recognise that there are similarities and differences between 
individuals and groups and strive to ensure that our differences do not become barriers to participation, 
access and learning and create inclusive processes and practices, where the varying needs of individuals 
and groups are identified and met. We strive to treat each member of our community as an individual; 
to make each individual feel valued and to teach our pupils to do the same. Trying to achieve this 
involves us all learning what we all have in common as well as valuing our many differences. We believe 
that children will learn better in a school where everyone feels equally safe and welcome.  

As well as teaching the children about equality, diversity and the protected characteristics through the 
curriculum, we also regularly discuss these ideas with the children in assemblies and celebration days 
and aim to reflect these values in our day to day interactions with the children. 

The protected characteristics – which relate to a primary school – are: 

• Disability 

• Gender reassignment 

• Sex 

• Sexual orientation 

• Race 

• Religion and belief 

Other groups of pupils who are important to consider: 

• Looked-after pupils / children who were previously look-after 

• Young carers 

• Pupils eligible for free school meals or living in poverty 

Please take a look at our Equality Policy, Equality objectives and Accessibility Plan for more information: 

(Links to the plans) 

 

As well as the specific equality objectives that we are working on and are set out in our Equality 
Objectives and Accessibility Action Plan, Cottesmore St Mary takes a whole school approach to equality 
and community cohesion. We seek to embed equality of access, opportunity and outcome for all 
members of our school community, within all aspects of school life. We actively seek out opportunities 



in and outside of the curriculum to embrace all aspects of equalities some examples of which are listed 
below: 

Holocaust Memorial Day  

On Holocaust Memorial Day (27th January), children across the school 
acknowledge Holocaust Memorial Day. As a school, we revisit our school values 
and remind pupils that the school community is one where everyone is included 
and welcomed.  

As part of our World War II topic, children in Year 6 learn about the effects of the 
Holocaust. Children are given the opportunity to listen to survivor’s stories, 
learning valuable lessons about prejudice and discrimination. Each year, pupils 
have contributed to Brighton and Hove's Holocaust Memorial Day event.  

To mark this day, children in Year 6 are given the opportunity to design a 
poignant memorial flames to remember the people who lost their lives. Children 
learn they can light the way in the darkness with kindness. 

 

Disability Awareness  

Disability Awareness helps to break down barriers to acceptance and inclusion of people with all types 
of disabilities. Through awareness, students develop empathy, which first affects their attitudes and 
then evolves into behavioural changes. Through this work, students are inspired to become agents of 
change for inclusion.  

Through EPR lessons, the children across the school are taught specific lessons which support teaching 
and learning about the social model of disability. This resource has been specifically designed to give a 
voice to and to share the experiences of some disabled children and young people living and attending 
school and college in Brighton & Hove. These lessons help to challenge stereotypes, raise aspirations 
and contribute to a shared understanding of the social model of disability.  We also challenge 
stereotypes through the books we read to the children and the choices of images we present.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gender Equality 

We are committed to ensuring equal treatment of all our school community, regardless of gender. We 
will ensure that neither men nor women are treated less favourably in any procedures, practices or 
aspects of school life. We believe that this will help reinforce our commitment to improving 
performance of all pupils, and being a school where all are included. 

Through EPR lessons, the children across the school are taught specific lessons which support teaching 
and learning about gender equality and stereotyping. These lessons help to challenge stereotypes, raise 
aspirations and contribute to a shared understanding of equality. We also challenge stereotypes through 
the books we read to the children and the choices of images we present.   

In history, children in year 6 learn about the determination of the Suffragettes and gender inequality. 
The children learn about the many inequalities still faced by genders across the globe and are inspired to 
become agents of change for inclusion. 

We analyse all our data by gender to check if there is an issue we need to address. 

At school, we celebrate the contributions that women have made to the world through assemblies and 
celebration days, for example, International Women’s Day, International Day of Women in Science. 
Other notable females the children study throughout the year in class and through assemblies are: 
Malala Yousafzai, Kamala Harris, Rosa Parks, Emmeline Pankhurst, Frida Kahlo, Maya Angelou, Greta 
Thunberg, to name a few.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LGBT+ 

Pupils at Cottesmore St Mary come from a variety of backgrounds and families. Celebrating different 
families and tackling homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying is 
crucial to making all children feel welcome, and enabling them to learn to 
accept others for who they are. 

Our books and our curriculum celebrate diversity and highlight different 
families so everybody feels seen. 

Through our curriculum, the children learn how homophobic, biphobic and 
transphobic bullying can affect the lives of members of the LGBT+ 
community and children discuss safe ways to tackle discriminating language 
and behaviour safety.  

Family Equality  

At Cottesmore St Mary, we value all family types as equally special and recognise that children need to 
be proactively taught that other children’s families can be different to their own family type. We 
celebrate families in special ‘Good To Be Me’ lessons and throughout our RSHE/EPR curriculum. Our 
hope and experience is that celebrating family diversity encourages children to share and therefore 
educate other children about the variety of family types in our community. 

We use the term ‘grown ups’ as a general term rather than ‘mums and dads’ to refer to children’s 
significant adults so that children who live with one parent; 2 mums; 2 dads; foster parents or who live 
with extended family do not feel that their own family make-up is not included. We ask club providers to 
use this language too. Not only do we avoid certain language, we also actively talk about different family 
types and children regularly hear all family types recognised in our language. We buy books that include 
a variety of family types so everybody feels seen. 

We realise that there are financial inequalities between families at Cottesmore St Mary and, via our 
Poverty proofing audit, aim to ensure no family or child is excluded from a school event or activity for 
financial reasons and that we do not add stress or embarrassment to families 

In Relationships and Sex Education, we teach the children that babies are conceived in different ways 
(conception teaching formally happens in Year 5 but questions can begin before then and will be 
answered in an age-appropriate way) – a parent/carer meeting always takes place before RSE lessons 
take place. 

We recognise that children who are adopted into families or fostered often have specific needs and may 
need additional care. We are sensitive to areas of the curriculum / the calendar year that may affect 
children. We know that change and transition are sensitive times for children with attachment 
difficulties and will work with parents/carers to support this.  

 

 

 

 

 



Race and Heritage Equality 

We value all our children as individuals and value the diversity of racial and cultural heritage within our 
community. Through our curriculum, we find as many opportunities as possible to teach the children 
about other cultures and ethnicities. 

Through EPR lessons, we teach children about Gypsy, Roma and Traveller cultures in the curriculum and 
assemblies.  

We make sure toys, displays, books and resources reflect a range of people from different cultures and 
avoid stereotypes. We are proactive in making sure everybody is represented and complete diversity 
learning walks. 

Every year we celebrate Refugee Week. We hold assemblies and teach the children about refugees as 
part of the curriculum. To mark Refugee week, we put together our own recommended reading list of 
authors closely linked with refugees. At Cottesmore, we promote the importance of sanctuary and the 
benefits it can bring to both refugees and host communities.  

We celebrate Black History Month in assemblies and are developing a more diverse / hidden history 
curriculum. Please see our ‘Anti-racism and Racial Literacy’ page for more information. 

We hold annual Language Week in September in which we celebrate all the children’s languages and 
invite members of our community to come and talk about their cultures. We try and use children’s 
languages regularly (e.g. in answering the register). We have many after school languages club to 
encourage speaking another language.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religious or Belief Equality 

We value the diversity of religious belief and other philosophical beliefs within our local and wider 
community. We also respect the right to have no religion or belief. We believe that religious/belief 
education plays an important role in helping to keep our community a tolerant and inclusive place in 
which to live 

As part of our RE work to promote acceptance and tolerance of world religions, pupils across the school 
regularly take part in dedicated RE weeks where they explore aspects of life for all world faiths. To 
support this, we have been visited by the local Rabbi and Imam and have visited various local religious 
buildings. 

We respect the right of families to celebrate key religious festivals and authorise absences accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


