
 

 
 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

1st May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

                                         I very much hope that you are well. I, Mrs McFarland, am writing to you in my role as Phonics Leader at 

Cottesmore. We are very much missing the children and are keen to support their phonics learning as best we can at home, so I 

wanted to take the time to highlight some brilliant resources you can use, free of charge, to enable your child to access phonics 

teaching and practice.  

Firstly, thank you for all you are doing at home with your children. I have no doubt that everyone is doing their absolute best, and 

the aim of this letter is to help you narrow down the wide choice and range of phonics resources that are available at the moment. 

The sheer choice can be overwhelming! We want to make things simple for you, so that the children can keep developing their 

reading and writing skills whilst schools remain closed.  

 

Read, Write, Inc. lessons online  

 

Read, Write, Inc. is the phonics program we use to teach the children at school. On their website, they are adding daily video 

lessons that are then available for 24 hours afterwards. These lessons are taught in the same style, using the same terminology 

that the phonics teachers use at school. They are uploaded with the names set 1, set 2 and set 3. This links to which stage of 

phonics teaching your child is currently at – you can ask your class teacher which set is best for you to watch via email if you are 

not sure which is best. I highly recommend that if you are able to do one phonics activity per day, to make it this one. It will really 

help with the children’s transition back to school when we are able to return. The lessons include sound work, reading and spelling 

and are no longer than 10 – 15 minutes.  

 

                                      https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ 

 

Letters and Sounds phonics online  

                                        

Letters and Sounds is a resource developed by the Department of Education and Skills. They are also using video lessons for 

phonics that are interactive. If you are looking for extra phonics, this is a great resource. They have general lessons for Reception 

and Year 1 that the children can join in with.  

 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw 

 

Reading  

 

Reading is invaluable at this time. I expect by now there could be the need for some new reading book material. Oxford Owl have 

books online that are free to access and match the children’s colour band. I would suggest starting from the colour band that they 

were most recently on when schools closed. We aim for the reading to have a level of challenge, so if they are reading it easily, 

fluently and understanding what is happening in the text, you could try the next band up.  

Terminology  

Some of these phrases are specific to our phonics teaching.  

Fred talk – segmenting words such as d – o – g (Fred is a puppet in the lessons who talks in sounds only).  

Fred in your head – blend the sounds in the word together in your head, then say the whole word out loud.  

Special friends – two letters or more making one sound (such as ay, ee, igh). We call them special friends.  

When encouraging children to read a new word, we use the pattern – Special friends, Fred talk, read the word. This means find any 

special friends, sound out the word, then say the whole word.  

School Website  

On our school website you will find phonics resources on your year group page. This includes the sounds that we teach to the 

children, in the correct order, and the rhymes that go with them to help the children to remember.  

I hope you find this information helpful, please do email your child’s class teacher if you any have questions or concerns relating to 

phonics. We can’t wait to get reading and writing with the children again, hopefully very soon.  

 

Kind Regards  

Mrs McFarland  

Key Stage One and Phonics Leader 

 


