
 
 

Cottesmore St. Mary 
Catholic Primary School 

THE DIOCESE OF ARUNDEL AND BRIGHTON 

 

 

 

13th January 2020 

Dear parents / carers  
 

Thank you for all your feedback regarding our home learning provision. We have been 

delighted to hear all your positive comments.  
 

We always like to ensure that we are offering as much as we can to our pupils so we took 

the liberty of sharing our remote learning plan with the Local Authority for their scrutiny. We 

received the following feedback;  
 

“You have clearly put a huge amount of thought and effort into this Distance Learning Plan. 

This is our feedback, which is minimal as the documents are so thorough.  Both are 

mentioned in the plan but could be shared in your next letter to parents: 

We are really impressed with your provision for remote learning”.  

Obviously, we are really pleased with this as the staff have put a great deal of time into 

ensuring the best for the children.  

We have researched settings that offer live zoom lessons and have found that, whilst live 

lessons are beneficial from a connection point of view, pre-recorded teacher input is 

beneficial for a number of reasons. For example, with large class sizes such as in 

mainstream schools, live lessons can have interruptions that can impact the learning for all 

or, sometimes, the majority. Live lessons do not offer timetable flexibility which is not 

always beneficial for larger families, those sharing devices or those who wish to work at 

their own pace or at a pace that fits in with a working family situation. Similarly, it is easier to 

rewind a pre-recorded lesson and pause for those who require extra time to process the 

information and / or complete an activity in greater depth. That said, we appreciate the 

need for connection and time for parents to have some time to break.  

As of this Friday, I will offer a weekly Zoom assembly for all children. This will be 2.00pm – 

2.20pm for children in KS1 and 2.25pm – 2.45pm for children in KS2.  

From next Tuesday, Mrs Tubb and I will offer weekly hymns / songs for all children. This 

will be 2.00pm – 2.20pm for children in KS1 and 2.25pm – 2.45pm for children in KS2. If any 

children would like to showcase them singing a solo or playing a musical instrument during 

these sessions, please email Mrs Tubb directly orlatubb@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk. 

We haven’t attempted singing via Zoom before but have heard that there is sometimes a 

time delay which can make things sound a little distorted when singing all at the same 

time, so we will use and element of trial and error!  

We also aim to introduce daily, year group check ins, via Zoom, for all children, every 

morning between 8.45am – 9am. These sessions are so children can connect and see each 

other whilst also saying hello to their teacher. Each morning, the class teacher will talk 

through the timetable for the day, highlighting any new concepts and reminding the 
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children to use the Seesaw commenting tool if they are stuck and need further support 

during an activity. They will also lead the children in a prayer and share a daily affirmation. 

We are also trialing live Zoom pit stops. These sessions will take place at set times and be 

year group specific. These sessions will take place post watching a timetabled teacher lead 

video for eg maths. During these sessions, the teacher will be live on Zoom to answer any 

questions about the pre-recorded video that has been watched and offer support for the 

children completing their task. These sessions should only be used by those who need a 

question answered / further support / motivation.  

You will be sent Zoom links, via Seesaw, for all of the above as and when they are 

scheduled. Please ensure that you have explored Zoom in advance and modelled the 

features to your child.  

To access Zoom, please download the app or access via your browser. Once you have 

clicked on the link, on the top tool bar, you will see text that reads Join A Meeting (top right 

hand side). Click. You will then be asked for a meeting ID which will have been emailed to 

you. This needs to be entered. You will then be asked for a passcode which will have also 

been emailed to you and needs to be entered. You will then enter the Zoom chat. At which 

point the screen will say, Join with Audio. Click. A screen will appear with the host’s image 

on it and you will see icons along the bottom. Children will need to click on the mute 

(bottom left) to ensure they are muted until the adult says otherwise. They will also need to 

click on the camera to ensure that they can be seen. For more detailed instructions, you 

could explore an accessing Zoom tutorial via YouTube.  

When using school Zoom, if this is something you wish to do, we ask that 

We are looking forward to connecting further with your children.  
 

Many thanks.  

Rachel Breen, Headteacher 

• all pupils follow the school behaviour policy and treat the online / live session 

in the same way as they would in school 

• pupils do not record or take photographs of other participants, or adults, during 

the session 

• all pupils follow the instructions of the teacher during the session 

• adults, at home, are mindful of any conversations that may be happening in the 

background 

• children wishing to raise a question, use the chat bar or un mute. We ask that 

children do not use the chat bar to message others privately. 

• Zoom / computer is set up in a family room and not a bedroom and that a 

parent / adult is in near room. 

• children are fully and appropriately dressed 

• when joining the Zoom call, you put the child's name as the display name - if 

we do not recognise the name we cannot let you in to the call, for safety reasons. 

• Zoom codes and links are not shared on social media or sent to anyone, not 

even a parent from the school.  This will avoid codes falling into hands of people 

outside of our school community. 

• you contact your class teacher if you are having trouble using Zoom. 


