
 

 
 

 
           
 

 

 

 

 

 

31st March 2020 

Dearest Dear parents / carers  

Back in January, I started the year highlighting the importance of kindness and noted the launch of our school Kindness 

Tree. How glad I am now that we invested time talking to the children about how vital being kind to themselves, as well 

as being kind to others, was.  At Cottesmore, we have a plethora of empathic young souls who I hope are facing the 

challenges and changes they have come across with the strategies that we have taught. I am also sure that they are 

taking some time to think about what they can do to share with and help others.  Last week, Boris Johnson spoke about 

the importance of being good neighbours and strengthening community – something I know our Cottesmore family are 

naturally very good at doing. How proud I am of the ways in which our children are adapting.  

A reminder that staff are available on email daily, as am I. Either my Deputy or I are in school Monday – Thursday, 

therefore able to answer any phone calls, so please do feel free to call if you need to talk something through. Staff are 

also in school, teaching children of key workers, on a rotational basis also so they too may be able to make a call home, 

should you require. In my recent letter to children, I noted a range of wellbeing strategies that could be used by both 

adults and children plus various wellbeing and resilience resources are also available on the Inclusion page of the school 

website.  A reminder that, as ever, you are not alone!  

If your child is in receipt of a free school meal (FSM), due to lower income, you are currently able to collect a packed 

lunch from the school. These need to be pre ordered by emailing me directly. Lunches contain a sandwich, carrot / 

cucumber sticks, fruit, a snack and a juice. Lunches are left outside the school building, for daily collection, from 11am. 

However, today launches a £15 per week (£3 per day), per FSM child, voucher scheme for families in receipt of Free 

School Meals.  We are sending an email to all families regarding this. In the email, eligible families will receive an e/code 

from Edenred (the company providing this service) with instructions on how to redeem their e/code in exchange for an 

e/gift card which can be spent in Morrison’s, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Asda, Waitrose or M&S. We have been assured that this 

process should take no longer than 3 hours. Please do look out for this email and proceed as instructed, in order to 

receive your vouchers and do spread the word with those you know. If you have any problems, please do not hesitate to 

contact us.  

I do hope that you are finding the home learning grids and range of items on the school website pages helpful. Please 

don’t forget to regularly check the year group pages as updates are often added. A big thank you to Mrs Marchant, our 

Computing teacher, for training all the staff in the use of Seesaw, our online learning platform. We believe this will help 

further the children’s eagerness to complete tasks whilst also maintain home / school connection and have already 

received some super feedback. A reminder that no home learning will be set over the Easter holidays but that you can 

still access Seesaw and refer to all the suggested activities as found on the website. That said, I really would encourage 

you, and your children, to have a well-deserved break and to just enjoy some family time.  

After the break, you will be sent the half termly overview for Summer 1 as per usual. These will also be added to year 

group pages on the website as per usual. A reminder that these documents contain information regarding what will be 

taught that half term. Whilst the weekly home learning grids won’t reflect these per se (the home learning grids mainly 

focus on considering and deepening objectives already taught), you are welcome to look ahead and decide to cover 

some areas yourself. Some teachers might also begin to cover some aspects if they feel it’s easy enough to explain to 

parents who are no doubt already very busy managing a household of children whilst no doubt attempting working from 

home too, not to mention being potentially unwell.  

We have sent out various suggested website links. Please note that some of these e.g. The Body Coach morning workout 

is via You Tube. A reminder that children should be supervised when using You Tube or, at least ensure that you have 

discussed online safety with them, as sometimes inappropriate pop ups appear. We will be sending out more guidance 

on this.  

In a previous letter, I noted that, due to the cancellation of Parents’ Evening, we would send out  the interim report short 

grid that you usually receive in addition to brief notes that had already been prepared for these meetings. I noted that 

these would be scant and not written for parents’ eyes per se and that these are the brief notes that teacher  use for their 

own records. This information continues to be used internally to inform the planning of the home learning grids and 

ensuring there is a breadth of activities to provide for all learners. If you would like to receive a copy of this brief report, 

please email your child’s class teacher directly. Should you require discussion or further information, please contact your 

child’s class teacher who can email further or possibly make a call when they are next in school as per the rota system 

noted above. As ever, if you have any existing or new concerns that you would like to discuss, please get in contact and 

we will endeavour to offer support, guidance and practical ideas. Children will still receive a formal end of year school 

report and this will be sent out as per usual school practice in July.  

I know that Year 6 children were very disappointed that they might not get to return to school and say farewell to their 

friends. We are currently operating on a three week by three-week basis, as are the Government, but will of course keep 

you informed as and when any decisions are made. Please rest assured that Year 6 children will be catered for and we 

will formulate a plan to ensure their end of year is as celebratory as possible. Once we are able to get together, we will 

celebrate as a school family.  

To confirm, we have cancelled the Year 5 residential to Blackland Farm and the Year 6 PGL residential and will be in 

touch regarding deposits paid.  

Many thanks for the kind emails that parents have sent. I am sorry if I haven’t replied to them all, but they have been 

greatly appreciated. Similarly, if there is anything that you feel could be improved, please do get in touch.  

Please do just take every day at a time and just focus on being the good parents that you are.  

Many thanks 

Rachel Breen 

 


