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17th November 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Carers  

 

Cottesmore’s Distance Learning Offer 

 

In the light of the ongoing COVID 19 situation, all schools have a legal duty to plan for their 

provision of distance learning should it be needed at any time. Since March 2020, when we 

first went into lockdown, we have continually reviewed and developed our remote 

education offer to families and, despite the challenges, we are very proud of what we have 

provided and continue to provide.  We believe it is making a significant contribution to 

enabling all children to continue to learn and progress and, earlier this year, we received 

positive feedback from the Local Authority Review on our Home Learning:  

 

‘We are so impressed with how you have continuously reflected on what you  

are able to offer your pupils and adapt according to their needs.  Sharing you 

r case study will I am sure be very beneficial to other schools.’  

                                                                                                       6th July 2020 

 

In line with government guidance, we have drawn up a contingency plan for distance 

learning.  This plan addresses four possible situations: 
 

1. The whole school is in lockdown and every year group is distance learning 

2. One or more year group is in lockdown, but the rest of the school remains open 

3. Individual children are isolating, but the rest of the bubble [year group] is open 

4. Year group is open and children are in school, but teacher is isolating and working 

from home 
 

Please do take the time to read the plan through, so that you are familiar with what to 

expect, if you are in the position of needing home learning for your child/ren.  We welcome 

feedback, so please do get in touch.  

 

One major addition we have had to make to our distance learning is provision for individual 

children who are absent from school but the year group ‘bubble’ remains open.   In this 

situation, the expectation on schools is that remote education is high-quality and aligns as 

closely as possible with in-school provision.  Where this happens, teachers will post their 

slides and tasks for the class English and the Maths lesson each morning on Seesaw and 

reading comprehension activities will be provided for each day of absence.   Teachers will 

also direct children to the homework spelling lists to work on. If more spelling work is 

required, then parents will be directed to the year group word lists on the website.  In 

addition to this, a Home Learning Grid will be provided.   This will provide two lessons for 

each foundation subject: RE, history or geography [depending on current topic], science, 

computing, music, art, PE and French.  Wellbeing activities will also be provided.    

 

The activities provided will cover the maximum time a child might be absent from school – 

2 weeks - although your child only needs to complete work in relation to their term of 

absence:  for example, if they are absent for two days, then only two days’ work needs to 

be completed.  Equally, if, over the half term, they are absent for another two days, they 

can revisit the activities and complete two more.   

 

Please remember that if you have any problems with access to technology, then please do 

let us know, so that we can provide work packs for your collection from the School Office 

or offer the loan of a school laptop for the duration of home learning.  

 Many thanks for your support and as ever, we are always here for you and will continue to 

support you in the best way possible.         

 

Cath McLoughlin  

(Deputy Head) 

 

                                                                      Headteacher: Rachel Breen B.A. Hons.   


