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Children returning to school – important information 
 

Dear parents / carers  

 

We are looking forward to welcoming your children back to school tomorrow and hope that 

they had an enjoyable half term. As we approach various new national restrictions, starting 

this Thursday, we wanted to remind you of some of our operational expectations plus 

highlight any of changes (in blue).   

 

Attendance 

  The Government has noted that all children are expected to be in school. Whilst we 

appreciate that some children will be required to have time off due to showing signs and 

symptoms of Covid-19, or being linked to someone showing signs or symptoms, we continue 

to encourage good attendance for those who are able to be in school. We will continue to 

work with families when needed.  

 

Reporting sickness  

   Should your child require time of school, either Covid-19 or other illness related, a reminder 

to kindly use the Studybugs App, our efficient and secure system for recording absence. 

We would like all families to use this system, rather than calling in to the school office. If 

you haven’t already, please download the app and register 

https://studybugs.com/about/parents. 

  Please contact the office if you require any help with this.  

 

When should my child have time off from school?  

   If your child has a new continuous cough or a fever (high temperature over 38°C using a 

thermometer) or a complete loss or change of smell or taste you must keep them off 

school and at home for 10 days isolation or until they receive a negative Covid-19 test 

result. You can speak to 119 or go to the www.gov.uk/coronavirus website and arrange for a 

self-test to take place. In these circumstances, the remainder of the household (of the 

person displaying symptoms) must self-isolate for 14 days or until negative test results 

have been received for the person displaying symptoms. Anyone who has been contacted 

via Track and Trace, must also isolate for the full 14 days. This is the case, even if the person 

contacted takes a test themselves and their results come back negative. A reminder to 

download the Track and Trace App. If you child has a runny nose, sore throat or mild cold, 

they are able to come to school as usual.  

  Any child who has been in a country requiring quarantine is required to remain at home for 

14 days after their return. Any child who visited a county requiring quarantine, but who left 

from another country, should inform the school office so that we can discuss your case. 

 

Suspected cases 

   If a child becomes unwell, with Covid symptoms, during the school day, they will be 

immediately isolated in a designated, ventilated space, with a member of staff from their 

bubble. Any child showing any symptoms will be sent home until they have either followed 

the recommended isolation period. Any child showing signs or symptoms, must be kept at 

home and self-isolate, as per Government guidance. We ask that families obtain a test result 

as soon as possible. Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest 

of their class / bubble will be informed as all those who have been in close contact with the 

child, will be required to isolate for 14 days. The person who tested positive is required to 

isolate for 10 days. All other household members, or bubble members, who remain well, 

must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days.  

 

Home Learning 

   Home learning has continued to be provided, via Seesaw, for every child off school due to 

Covid-19 related reasons. This learning reflects what is taking place in class, via the same 

slides and tasks that are used in class, and provides enough work for the full school day for 

every day that the child is absent. Unless your child is unwell, we encourage families to 

engage with this and ask that all work completed is posted so that it can be marked, 

feedback / next steps given along with general support. If a whole bubble closes, daily 

lesson are provided via teacher videos as well as slides. Regular opportunity for children to 

interact with the adults who support them also takes place. Feedback from this has been 

very positive.  

 

Bubble sizes and spacing  

   Children and staff remain in year group bubbles. There continues to be no interaction 

between bubbles and they remain separate from others at all-times. Some adults move 

between bubbles but only if they can maintain strict social distancing. Should a child, or adult, 

in a bubble receive a positive test for Covid-19, those who have been in close contact would 

have to isolate as per Public Health Guidance.  

 

Drop off and pick up 

   A reminder that each year group has their own drop off and pick up time in addition to their 

own gate. Please be prompt for your time slot and please do not arrive early. If you arrive 

early please wait in your car or down the road if on foot and not near the gates. When outside 

the gates, we ask that you socially distance at all times.  We also ask that whether inside or 

outside the school gates, you do not stop and chat but kindly move on, even if distanced. 

We will have increased numbers of people moving through these areas so please support 

others by ensuring they feel as safe as possible and have a clear pathway to move through.  

   From today, we ask that every child from Year 2 up are left at their gate to make their own 

way into school. No parents / carers will be permitted onto the school site at the start of say 

                                                                      Headteacher: Rachel Breen B.A. Hons.   

https://studybugs.com/about/parents


 
 

unless they have a child in Year 1 or Reception. That said, children from Year 1 who are 

confident to go into class alone are also welcome to be dropped at the gate.  

   At pick up, as ever, we ask adults remain on the premises for the minimum amount of time 

possible. When arriving for pick up, we ask that the one adult doing so, waits on a 2 metre 

distanced line as with drop off.  

   A reminder that only one adult to accompany a child onto the playground. A Newman sibling 

can pick up a child but not a Newman sibling and a parent / carer. If you take a Newman 

sibling home, please arrange for them to meet you off the school premises.  

As usual, siblings can continue to be dropped off at the earlier time and collected at the later 

time of their brother or sister. Some families have preferred to pick up a eg sibling 1 at their 

time eg 2.40pm and then wait onsite until it is time to pick up sibling 2 eg 3pm. From here on 

in, you must either leave sibling 1 with the teacher until you pick up both (at the later time) or 

pick up sibling 1, wait in your car and then return top pick up sibling 2. This is to reduce people 

waiting on the playground.  

  Face masks continue to be to encouraged to be worn by parents / carers on site.  

  Pre or post drop off / pick up, we continue to ask that adults avoid visiting the school office, 

where possible. For any enquiries, please call or email instead. Please note that the school 

office will be open from 8am until 3.30pm.   

 

Clubs  

   Bubble based Breakfast Club will continue to operate daily from 8am. Please contact the 

school office to book places in advance. Outdoors Project after school club will continue to 

operate in bubbles, for Years 3 – 5, and daily after school Starfish club is available for bubbles 

from 3pm – 6pm. In school Guitar, Violin and Drum lessons will also be provided for children 

in Years 2 – 6 via the Music Service.  

 

Infection prevention and control  

  As usual, when children enter the school building they will be required to wash their hands. 

We continue to encourage children to clean their hands more often than usual and ensure 

that they wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them 

thoroughly. We continue to promote the ‘Catch it, bin it kill it’ approach to coughs and 

sneezes and all will be required to wash hands immediately after coughing or sneezing. 

Rooms continue to be ventilated with windows being left open. Extra cleaning continues to 

take place throughout the school day, in addition to a deeper clean at the end of each day.  

 

Uniform and belongings 

   The heating is on and the building is warm. However, with increased ventilation, and winter 

coming, it will get cold so, if they feel the cold, we suggest ensuring children wear a thermal 

vest under their uniform and a school fleece over the top of their jumper of cardigan. We 

have spare uniform in the PTA uniform shed so, should you require a fleece but are unable 

to purchase one, please do get in touch with the school office.  

  We ask that children continue to come to school wearing their PE kit on their PE days and 

that children wear smart school uniform as per school policy. A reminder that black trainers 

are permitted provided they are black in their entirety and have no coloured logos.  

 

Wellbeing 

   Some children may struggle returning to some of the national restrictions that will take place 

from Thursday onwards. Their structured school environment will help. As usual, wellbeing 

work is woven into the school day but we have also planned extra wellbeing lessons to 

explore general thoughts and feelings. We will also carry out a range of daily activities in 

addition to our usual positive affirmations, meditation, prayer, use of worry box etc. There are 

also a range of tools to support wellbeing on the school website. Our school counsellor, and 

other family wellbeing support, continues to be available. If you feel your child would benefit 

from school counselling, please contact Anna Mullans to discuss next steps and join the 

waiting list.  

   If you, or a member of your family is struggling at all, a reminder that you you are not alone 

- your sun will shine again and we are always here to help. You may also wish to visit 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters.  

   In addition to their usual fun lessons, not to mention weekly specialist Music, Art, Computing 

and PE lessons, children will continue to receive Forest School sessions. We are looking to 

offer extra Forest School lessons, for all years, as the children relish these so much whilst 

also learning a range of new skills. We are also hoping to offer some extra engaging science 

afternoons through purchasing some practical science STEM boxes for learning in addition 

to their usual lessons. Our aim is to keep the children buoyant and buzzing over the next few 

weeks.  

 

Financial / food support  

   A reminder that, thanks to previous parent and staff donations, we have our Cottesmore 

emergency fund and our own food bank that can be used to support any families in financial 

difficulty, especially those finding it a challenge to feed themselves and / or their family.  We 

are also able to guide families to local businesses and charities who can offer further support. 

Over recent months, we have worked successfully with several families, not all who are in 

receipt of free school meals, so please do get in touch if you need.  

 

Many thanks for your support and sending you our best wishes during what will no doubt be 

a challenging and worrying time for some. As ever, we are always here for you and will 

continue to support you in the best way possible.  

 

You are never alone and we are here to help.  

 

Rachel Breen, Headteacher  

 


