
 

 
 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

10th April 2020 

Dearest children 

How are you all? We all miss you very much. Thank you for your wonderful work and uploads on Seesaw. The teachers have really 

enjoyed seeing what you have been up to and I have enjoyed hearing all about it.  

I hope that you have been managing to get some fresh air each day, and are enjoying some of this lovely sunshine, even if it is only for a 

short walk as part of your daily exercise. It’s a bit different not being able to play in the parks and visit the beach but i t’s for a very good 

reason. We’re all really proud of how well you’re doing by following what is asked of you and staying at home.  Well done!  

You’ve had one week of the Easter holidays now. Does it feel different to the two weeks that you had at home before or does it feel 

similar? I have heard about some brilliant new things that some of our school adults have been up to. When they’re not busy working, Mrs 

McFarland has been teaching herself to play the piano, Mrs White has been teaching herself to play the Ukulele and Miss Thomas has 

been teaching herself to crochet. Mr Burns has been sending the teachers lots of funny Art challenges and Mrs Coleshill’s tortoise, Stan, 

has come out of hibernation. I have been teaching my little boy, Beau, to use a potty rather than wear nappies and I have also been 

enjoying time in my garden, as I am very lucky to have one.   

I wonder how you’ve been getting on at home with your worry boxes, gratitude jars, positive affirmations, prayer and meditation?  Mrs 

Fairbanks has kindly made a new page on our school website, called Prayer Spaces which you can visit. If you go to the Catholic Life 

section and click on the Prayer Spaces link, you will find the school mediation track, to use at home with your family.  You’ ll also find lots of 

prayers and Easter activities. This week, I’ve been teaching my son, Beau, how to say a prayer before we eat, like we do at school. As this 

week is Holy Week, the week leading up to Easter Sunday, I gave him a special prayer dice. On it are lots of different prayers that you can 

say before meals. Although he’s only two and a half, he has learnt to put his hands together, make the sign of the cross and copy the 

prayer that I read from the dice - a bit like when you copy my prayers in assembly at school. Beau loves rolling the dice and seeing which 

prayer we’ll get next. I wonder if you might start saying Grace before meals so that you can thank God for the food that you have.  

I wrote to your grown-ups last week asking if they could help families who might not have much food to eat. They were so generous and 

gave us lots of food and money so that we could help families who needed it. We now have our own Cottesmore Foodbank – isn’t that 

amazing! Please say an extra big thank you to them from me please, they really were so thoughtful and kind. Please also remind your 

grown-ups to email me if they need any help at all as we want to make sure that all of you to have enough to eat and please remind them 

that there is also a helpful guide, for families needing help, on the school website. I am so proud to be part of our super, caring, Cottesmore 

family. Jack, in Year 6, has also made me proud - he sold some of his toys, books, games and teddies so that he could raise £20 for the 

fund. We always talk about importance of being kind and this was certainly kindness in action.  

I wonder how your kindness in action has been going at home? I do hope that you have remembered to help your grown-ups and to play 

respectfully with your brothers and sisters. Your grown-ups really need your help at the moment even though you might be bit bored and, 

at times, frustrated. Why don’t you ask your grown-ups to help you make a boredom box? In it, they could put lots of jobs so, every time 

you feel bored, you could take one out and do something to help them. For example, tidy away clothes, wipe kitchen cupboard doors, sort 

your toys or even learn to tie your shoelaces (if you can’t already). 

Did you know that this week has been Holy Week? If we were in school, I would have reminded you about what this means and why it is so 

special. A reminder that, Holy Week is the last week of Lent. I wonder if you managed to keep you’re your Lenten promise?  I wonder how 

your promise helped you to show Jesus to other people through the choices that you made? During Holy Week, we begin to prepare for 

Easter Sunday but we also think about what happened before then.  

Yesterday was a special day called Maundy Thursday. On Maundy Thursday we remember Jesus sharing the Last Supper with the 

Apostles. We would normally go to Church on this day and, if you have made your First Holy Communion, you would receive communion 

to remember the bread and wine that Jesus shared during this meal. When in Church, our feet would also be washed to show the 

importance of serving (helping) others – something which I know you are all very good at.   

Today is Good Friday, the day that Jesus died on the cross. Whilst it might seem sad that Jesus died on the cross, it is also good because 

we know that, after Jesus died, on Easter Sunday, He rose again and now lives for ever in Heaven. We also say it is good because we 

remember that God gave us His only son, Jesus, so that we can also live forever in Heaven. This really is Good News. Although we call this 

day Good Friday, it is usually a rather quiet day.  We would usually go to Church again and think about what Jesus did to help us. Can you 

think about all the super things that Jesus has taught us?  What kinder choices has Jesus helped you to make? 

I am sure that you are looking forward to Sunday -  Easter Sunday. The day when we can shout ‘All*****’ again and celebrate that Jesus is 

alive. You will probably enjoy Easter eggs that remind us of new life and new beginnings. It really is a special day and I hope that you and 

your family get to celebrate. For those of you who are missing going to Church to celebrate, we have links to live steams of Mass on our 

Prayer Space website page. You might want to join a virtual Mass, with your grown-ups, before or after your tuck into an Easter Egg!  

Everything that is going on in the world at the moment is very different and sadly, some people are not very well. I wonder if we can use 

our celebration of Easter to think about ways in which we can make our world a better place. A bit like all the doctors and nurses who are 

working very hard to help people. Joe, in Year 3, had his photograph in The Argus this week because he had painted the side of his garden 

shed in rainbow colours and dedicated it to all those working to help keep people feeling well (I’ll write to you again soon and tell you why 

rainbows are so important). Well done Joe – what a fabulous idea. Let’s also use this time to say thank you to God for what we do have 

and, whilst we are enjoying Easter Sunday, lets also take a moment to think about families who are not so lucky and say a prayer for them.  

I was reading Beau his Easter storybook yesterday and I thought I would like to share the last page with you…      Then in one surprise visit 

after another, Jesus appeared to the others. He even shared a meal with them.  “I’ve done all I need to make the world better ,” he said. 

“Now it’s your turn. I want you to tell everyone about me.  I want you to teach them the things I taught you. I want you to tell everyone that 

they can be friends with God.” And they did.  

In the next few weeks, can you help to make the world a better place? What will you do? How will you tell people about Jesus? I always 

say that you can do this through the choices you make. Do what you can to show Jesus to everyone through the actions you choose and 

please keep doing your best to help make the world a better place.  

As I said in my last letter, you are all wonderfully special and all delightfully unique and I know that, in all your different ways, you will 

continue to ‘dare to dream and always have hope’. Continue to use this time wisely my darlings and continue to make sure that  you are 

kind to yourself and others.  

Much love and Happy Easter, Mrs Breen. 

 


