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3rd January 2021 
Remote learning / partial opening as of the start of the January term 

 

Dear parents / carers  

 

As ever, I hope that you, and your families, remain well and that you managed to enjoy a restful Christmas and New 

Year despite them looking somewhat different to usual. As we enter 2021, we know that there will continue to be 

bumps in the road ahead but we are looking to the future with positivity, continued hope and the knowledge that 

spring, with all its links to new beginnings, is just on the horizon.  

 

Yesterday, schools in Brighton and Hove received a letter from Deb Austin (Interim Executive Director for Families, 

Children & Learning) and Councillor Hannah Clare (Chair of Children, Young People and Skills Committee). Please see 

below for the content (highlighted in blue).  

 

As you are aware, the Government announced on 30 December that they were enacting the DfE contingency 

framework for some local authority areas. We are writing to advise you that the infection rate for Covid 19 in the city 

has significantly increased since the beginning of December 2020.  

 

Our published data (up to 27 December) shows that the rate in Brighton & Hove has increased by more than 500% 

since we came out of lock down at the beginning of December. It is currently 388 per 100,000. However, the early 

indications are that this sharp increase is continuing, and we will approach rates of approximately 500 per 100,000 in 

the next few days. This rapid increase is mirrored in the rates in our children and young people. The city’s all ages 

pattern is similar to that previously seen in urban areas of Kent and East Sussex. 

 

Following a meeting between the council leadership and officers including public health earlier today, a decision was 

made to write to the Secretary of State for Education. The Leader of the Council is formally requesting that Brighton 

& Hove be named within the contingency framework and that primary schools move to remote learning for the 

majority of pupils from 4 January 2021.  

 

Whilst we await a response from the DfE, the council is issuing advice to primary headteachers that from 4 January 

2021 they should move to remote learning for all pupils except for vulnerable children and those of critical workers.  

We recognise this is extremely last-minute advice and apologise for this. However, this is a fast-moving situation and 

we need to keep children, school staff and the wider community as safe as possible.  

 

We continue to be concerned about the educational experiences our children have missed due to the pandemic and 

the impact on some children’s emotional health and wellbeing of not being at school. We also remain concerned 

about the number of disadvantaged children who will continue to fall behind. The priority has to be the safety of 

children, school staff and the wider community. We will be regularly reviewing and will be in contact with you next 

week with further updates. 

 

As of the start of this term, all Brighton and Hove schools will provide remote learning for all pupils, apart from those 

who are vulnerable and those of critical workers.  As you know, the school had a pre-planned INSET for Monday 4th 

January, so for our children, the first day of term will be Tuesday 5th January.  
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It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments remain safe places for 

children. However, the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, 

the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect other individuals.  

 

The vast majority of children will remain at home and engage in remote learning. School places will be available for 

those children who absolutely need to attend. For example, vulnerable children and children whose parents are 

critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at home. Whilst guidance does not stipulate that 

both parents have to be critical workers, in order to access a school place for their child, many families will no doubt 

take the option to keep their child at home to be taught remotely in order to help reduce the risk of potential 

transmission to or from others. This choice will be fully supported by the school.  

 

For further information the definition of critical workers, please use the link. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-

for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

If workers think they fall within the critical categories above they should confirm with their employer that their 

specific role is necessary for the continuation of these services and that, despite high numbers of infection in 

Brighton and Hove, it is vital that their child attends school.  

 

Vulnerable children include children who are supported by social care, those with safeguarding and welfare needs, 

including child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled children and 

those with education, health and care (EHC) plans. 

 

We do not have information regarding the length of time that remote learning will be offered and, as you can see 

from the letter above, we await further guidance from the Local Authority regarding specifics. However, based on 

what is happening in other Authorities, we believe that remote learning will be for the next two weeks. What we can 

say is that our offer of remote learning will follow the Distance Learning Plan that can be found on the Covid 

Updates section of the school website. Our offer will include a range of daily, teacher lead videos for all children to 

follow just as if they were in class. These will be of the same high quality that was on offer during bubble closures 

before closure and that was praised by parents. Daily marking and feedback will also be offered. A more detailed 

letter regarding this will follow tomorrow.  

 

We have not yet finalised who will teach the children who come into school. It may be that one teacher per bubble 

attends school each day and teaches only children of critical workers from that year group (bubble) and that the 

other year group teacher remains at home and provides the remote learning. It may be that we have mixed Key 

Stage bubbles. We will confirm once we know more regarding numbers. Please note that children in school will 

mirror the learning of the children at home and vice versa.  

 

If you consider yourself to fall in to the categories above, please let us know ASAP, and ideally by midday on Monday 

4th January latest, so that we can arrange classes based on the ages and numbers of children attending. A team of us 

are working all day today so can be contacted, via email, if needed. Please use my email address for all 

correspondence rachelbreen@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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At this time, we are unsure as to whether we are able to offer a Breakfast Club for those attending school, so please 

make arrangements as if there is none. Starfish will not run their after school club. We envisage that all children who 

require a school place, regardless of year groups, will revert to our traditional opening hours of 8.50am – 3pm. All 

children attending will be required to wear full school uniform and follow all the expectations as per pre the 

holidays. School packed lunches will continue to be available on request.  

 

 

If your child requires a school place, please inform us of  

 

1. Your role and in which organisation (some schools are asking to see job ID and this may be required) 

 

2. What specific days you would require a school place eg if you work part time, then which days these are. 

 

3. If your child would like a school lunch.   

 

4. If you require breakfast club if one is able to be provided (this is unlikely for at least the first couple of 

days). 

 

As ever, a reminder that parents should also do everything they can to ensure children requiring a school place are 

not mixing socially or seeing anyone from any other household, in any capacity, out of school, in a way which can 

continue to spread the virus. Please also remind children that they should observe the same social distancing and 

hygiene principles as adults especially due to the high number of infection rates in Brighton and Hove. 

 

A reminder that families should not offer lifts to children from households, other than their own, and that only one 

person, per child is able to pick up at the end of the day. In these instances, full distancing must be maintained at all 

times and adult facemasks worn on the school site.  

 

As ever, we will continue to communicate as much as possible, at this present time. As you can imagine, it’s been a 

very busy last few days our end so a huge thank you for your supportive emails, they really are appreciated.  

 

We hope that you are all managing in these continued challenging times and please remember that we are here to 

talk to should you have any worries or need anything at all.  

 

As ever, we are in this together as we are always here to help.  

 

Many thanks  

 

Rachel Breen, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 


