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2nd March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Schools will reopen to all pupils on 8th March and we are very pleased to be able to 

welcome all the children back to their usual classes. Our primary focus is to ensure 

that the children’s transition back to school is as smooth and worry free as possible 

and to ensure that the children feel safe, secure and enjoy their learning. With this in 

mind, I am writing to explain how the transition back to school will be managed and 

describe what our comprehensive recovery plan will look like both in the children’s 

first few weeks and after Easter. 

 

This week – wb 1st March 
 

This week will be the last week of home schooling. Towards the end of the week, learning 

will look somewhat different, as teachers need time to plan and prepare for the full 

reopening of school. On Thursday 4th March, it is World Book Day, and, after the usual 

morning welcome on Zoom, teachers will provide a pre-recorded reading lesson, with 

video, as per normal. For the rest of this day, a range of engaging, reading related activities 

will be provided that the children should be able to complete independently. On this day, 

children will not be expected to complete lessons linked to other subjects and no Zoom 

drops ins will be provided (other than the morning welcome). Activities completed are 

welcomed to be submitted and feedback will be given. 
 

On Friday, after the usual morning welcome on Zoom, whilst some teachers will post their 

own videos, others may use Oak Academy lessons, so please expect either. On this day, 

work will need to be submitted in real time eg as soon as the lesson is completed in order 

for marking and feedback to be given in the usual ways. Anything submitted after 3pm 

won’t be marked as teachers will be busy prepping classrooms. The morning Zoom drop 

ins will not be offered. Please note that there will be no Zoom assembly on Friday but Mrs 

Breen will hold a welcome one for all on Monday 8th March. 

 

Children’s first two weeks back – beginning wb 8th March 
 

Once we all return on 8th March, our approach will very much follow the successful model 

that we used in September. We appreciate that some children may struggle returning to a 

structured school environment after so much time off, so we have planned a range of 

transition and wellbeing lessons for the first two weeks which we will carry out in addition 

to our usual, daily, wellbeing activities such as, positive affirmations, meditation, prayer, use 

of worry box etc. We will also provide opportunities for children to rehearse social/learning 

skills such as listening, turn taking etc. Teachers will also plan additional outdoor time – 

such as additional Forest School sessions or maths learning outside. We will not return to 

normal curriculum straight away, as running alongside these wellbeing activities we will 
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provide one off, engaging tasks in reading, writing and maths, which will allow us to begin 

to assess the children’s learning in these key areas and for them to reacclimatise to 

completing work within the school environment. Additionally, we shall have a focus on 

science which links to National Science Week. Activities will include a Science themed 

assembly and plenty engaging of science activities. 

 

The remaining weeks up until Easter holidays – wb 15th March onwards 
 

Following the first two weeks, further transition and wellbeing work will be woven into the 

school day as well as opportunities to further develop social skills. Teachers will prioritise 

identifying gaps in order to plan lessons that will re-establish good progress in the 

essentials - phonics and reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and mathematics. They 

will identify opportunities, across the curriculum, so that the children are able to read 

widely, further develop their knowledge and vocabulary and begin to close any gaps that 

may have arisen due to missed learning. Teachers will continue to plan additional outdoor 

time that also supports learning and children will have as close to a full curriculum as 

possible. Further support remains in place in every year group, to provide help for 

children who need additional support in key areas. This support will continue to be 

provided until the end of this academic year, at least. 

 

After the Easter holidays- wb 19th April 2021 
 

After the Easter holidays, we aim to return to normal topics and a full curriculum. On the 

basis of the assessments made of pupils’ starting points and gaps in their knowledge 

(carried out before the holidays), teachers will have adapted their planning in order to meet 

the needs of all the children. Lessons will include revision of earlier concepts and skills as 

well as new learning. Pre-assessment will be used extensively to ensure that lessons / 

units of work are pitched appropriately. For children who need extra support, extra 

interventions will continue to be provided throughout the Summer Term. 
 

Lockdown has been a challenging period for many, and we’d like to thank you for your 

continuing support during this difficult and uncertain time. If you or your child have any 

concerns about returning to school, or if you think your child might need extra support 

when they return, please get in touch with your child’s class teacher. 

 

We’d also like to thank you for all your support in helping your child learn from home. 

We’ll continue to keep in touch if we update our plans or if we need to make changes 

due to new government guidance. 
 

Warm regards, 

 

Catherine McLoughlin [Deputy Head] 
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