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5th  October 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 
I am writing to you to explain our current homework expectations, as, whilst most remains 
the same, there are some alterations due to the children’s absence from school during the 
lockdown.   
The homework expectations for all year groups are as follows: .  
Reading:   read to an adult or independently, daily, using the following as a guide:  

Rec - 10 mins  
Y1   - 10 mins 
Y2  - 15 mins 
Y3  – 20 mins 
Y4  – 25 mins 
Y5  – 30 mins 
Y6  – 30 mins  

Please remember that we have provided recommended booklists for each year group, to be 
found on relevant year group page on school website. Each year group has also provided a 
Reading at Home Guide, to support you with strategies when reading with your child.  
 

Times tables:  We are continuing to use Times Tables Rock Stars, to support the teaching of 
times tables.  Your child should have a login for this website. Please see year group pages 
on website for an explanatory leaflet and further activities.    Children regularly test 
themselves in class, for accuracy and speedy recall of times tables.  For your information, 
the children are expected to know the following, to improve fluency and speed of recall of 
times tables:   

Rec - number bonds to 10 
Y1 – count in 2,5,10.  Doubles and halves of numbers to 10, number bonds for all 

numbers to 20   
Y2 – 2,5, 10x tables including division facts 
Y3 – 3, 4, 8 x tables including division facts 
Y4 – recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12x12  
Y5 – recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12x12 
including decimals and multiples of 10, 100, 1000 eg 4 x 7 = 28, 40 x 7 = 280, 40 x 70 = 
2800 
Y6 - recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12x12 
including decimals and multiples of 10, 100, 1000 

 

Spellings:  learn spellings ready for a fortnightly spelling test. These are taken from the year 
group spelling lists and the current spelling pattern or rule[s] in line with classwork. 
In addition to the above, we highly recommend that children complete  

• My Maths activity that reflects the weekly maths learning in class. Teachers will 
upload weekly tasks.  

• Bug Club reading and comprehension work.   
Teachers regularly check these tasks as they provide important assessment information.  
 
Instructions for all homework tasks and lists of spelling words will be posted on Seesaw 
every Thursday.  Teachers will also inform Parents on Seesaw, of the objectives covered in 
Maths and English in class during the week. Parents can also follow class learning by looking 
at the Half Termly Overview, which are posted on the school website, on the relevant year 
group pages.  These provide details the learning covered in all subjects over the half term.   
Parents can liaise with teachers [and vice versa] via Seesaw, to offer communication 
between home and school. 
 

Writing: Through our assessments, we have identified writing as the area that needs the 
greatest focus, and consequently we will be introducing a weekly homework writing activity 
to practise and reinforce basic skills. Each week an extra task will be posted on Seesaw.  This 
will be linked to classwork.  Each task will comprise of stimuli and prompts to support the 
writer, and success criteria will be provided. The success criteria are provided primarily to 
support the writer, but also to support parents so that writing can be read over and checked 
at home. Teachers will read all pieces of work and ‘like’ them, although extensive feedback 
will not be offered. However, teachers will be happy to liaise with parents to discuss any 
concerns or answer any questions.   Where families have limited access to devices, hard 
copies can be requested. 
 

Extra challenge if requested by parents 
Maths: For further challenge in maths, you can play any of the games, to develop fluency 
further.  https://app.mymaths.co.uk/myportal/library/11/122/intro You can also access the 
Booster Packs for revision of prior learning and basic skills.  
https://app.mymaths.co.uk/myportal/library/11/intro/booster-packs 
Reading: At school, there is an expectation that the children read daily, and we can’t express 
how important it is to read for pleasure. Any activities such as visiting the library, introducing 
new authors and talking about books as a family will support this.  We would also like point 
out the importance of reading around topics in order to develop background knowledge.  A 
great website to support this is https://www.booksfortopics.com  On this website, you can 
find various titles that will support school topics in History, Geography and Science.  
All subjects: Finally, we can recommend publications from CGP books for practising basic 
skills https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/    If you click on the Parents tab, you can see the range 
of texts that you can buy to support your child in Maths and English as well as other 
subjects.  
Activity Passport: We would also like to recommend the ‘Activity Passport’, which suggests 
year group specific activities designed to enrich children's experiences and skills. This is to 
be found in the Headteacher’s Challenge section of your year group pages 
 

If you have any queries or questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.   

Many thanks 

Catherine McLoughlin [Deputy Head teacher] 

 

                                                                      Headteacher: Rachel Breen B.A. Hons.   
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