
 

 
 
As you know, we have many new routines and systems in order to make our school as safe as possible.  Please do have 
a look at Mrs Breen’s letter recent letters [all on website], for more detailed information of our school’s COVID 
protection systems and routines. 
 
Drop off and pick up 
As you know, we have staggered times and allocated drop off and pick up points for each year.  Only one adult is to 
drop off and we are hoping that most parents will drop their child at the playground gate, to keep the number of 
people on site to a minimum. We ask adults to remain on the premises for the minimum amount of time possible. 
Please note that it is really important you arrive at your allocated time.  We ask parents waiting outside the gates to 
socially distance at all times and that you do not stop and chat but kindly move on, even if distanced. When in the 
playground please also ensure social distancing by standing on the markers whilst waiting. 
 

Year 2 Drop Off time: 8:40 - 8:50am 
Pick Up time: 2:50 – 3:00pm 

 
School Uniform 
Please ensure you support the school uniform policy. Please note that children should wear grey bottoms and grey 
socks (white socks may be worn with summer dresses). We discourage the wearing of jewellery, ornate hair accessories 
and nail varnish. Long hair should be tied back. Sensible black shoes or non-branded black trainers should be worn with 
no fashion shoes, boots or branded trainers. Please make sure all clothing items are named. We are encouraging 
children not to bring coats, unless the weather is particularly cold or wet.  
 
Bringing equipment from home  
Under the current circumstances, we are trying to reduce the amount of cloakroom use, so we are encouraging 
children not to bring in book bags or rucksacks unless really necessary. Children are required to bring in their own, 
named water bottles and their own packed lunch.  They can also bring in a healthy snack for break.  We are 
discouraging children from bringing in any other equipment from home [e.g. pencil cases], as we are providing 
everything they will need in class.  
 
PE 
We have 2 PE sessions each week: one indoor and one outdoor. During the current restrictions, we ask that children 
come into school wearing their PE kits on their PE days, instead of their uniform. As the weather gets colder, they can 
wear tracksuit bottoms and fleeces.   
 

PE days in Year 2 
Indoor: Tuesday 
Outdoor: Thursday 
 
PE kit (girls and boys) 
SKY BLUE polo shirt with Cottesmore logo.  
NAVY shorts or tracksuit bottoms.  
Sweatshirts and fleeces can be worn over PE kits in the colder weather.  
Trainers suitable for running, all weather and outside. Plimsolls can be worn inside.  

 
Attendance 
It is vital that any child showing symptoms of COVID-19, no matter how mild, must stay at home. These are a new 
continuous cough, a high temperature or a loss of, or change in, your normal senses of taste or smell. Please inform the 
school as soon as possible and seek a test for your child and every member of the household.   
 
Medication  
Any prescribed medication and asthma inhalers are kept securely in the school office.  Please remember to check the 
use by dates on the medication regularly. If a child requires prescribed medication to be administered to them during 
the school day, then you are required to complete a form from School Office giving permission for the medication to be 
given. 

Year 2 Information 

Welcome! 
We hope your child has settled into school and is happy to be back.  
We hope that this information helps you and your child  
to settle into Year2 quickly and smoothly.  

 

 



 
Birthdays  
As a school, our policy is that children are not able to bring in sweets and other celebratory items from home on their 
birthday.  Items that are brought in, will be returned to you at the end of the day.  
 
Wellbeing 
Please do speak to us if you feel that your child is struggling to settle back into school in any way, and we will work 
with you to support in any way we can.  
 
 
Homework 
Under the current restrictions, we have suspended the weekly homework book and details of tasks will be put on 
Seesaw instead. Weekly homework comprises daily reading, times table practice, spellings, My Maths activities and 
reading comprehension on Bug Club.   If children would like further challenges, they can complete the Headteacher’s 
Challenge, which is signposted on the Year Group pages on the school’s website. Homework will be set on Seesaw, our 
online learning platform. Paper copies of work can be requested, if access to a computer is difficult at home.  
 
 
Bug Club (Reading) (https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk) 
Your child will be given a login for this.  On the website, we will set a range of texts for each child to read, pitched at 
their level based on reading assessments. Please be aware that throughout every book there are comprehension style 
questions. It is important that children complete these as they provide important retrieval practice and provide 
valuable assessment information for teachers.  
 
Maths  
In order to build up maths fluency, children are expected to practise and learn their times tables. The recommended 
order that these are learnt is – 5, 10, 2, 4, 8, 3, 6, 9, 7, 11 and 12. Before progressing to the next times table, children 
need to be able to recite the times table in order eg 1 x6 = 6, 2 x 6 = 12 up to 12 x 6 = 72. Children will then progress 
to knowing the times tables out of order and quick recall, such as 4 x 6 = ?, 7 x 6 = ?. Finally, children will need to 
know the related division fact eg 6 x 7 = 42 so 42 divided by 6 = ?. Teachers will assess times table knowledge via Times 
Table Rock stars work that will happen weekly. Please do see your child’s class teacher if you would like more guidance 
regarding supporting this.  
For further guidance and help with times tables, please see the year group website page for the parent handbook, 
suggested games and extra information about speed and accuracy.  
 
My Maths 
MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk) The children have their own personal username and passwords which will be sent 
home. Activities are set weekly by the teachers and will consolidate learning in class. It is important that children 
complete these as they provide valuable assessment information for teachers, who will monitor weekly.  
 
Snacks  
If bringing your own snack this should be a healthy snack of a piece of fruit, or a cereal bar. We are now getting regular 
fruit deliveries so this will be provided.  
 
Year 2 specific 
The Key Stage 1 National Curriculum tests will be held in May 2021. We will give further information on this. Tests will 
be taken in Reading Comprehension, Mathematical Reasoning, Arithmetic. 
In addition, children in Year 2 are required to be assessed in the format of the Year 1 phonics screening test in the 
second half of the Autumn term.  
 
Communication 
If you have any queries or concerns throughout the year, please do not hesitate to contact us  
             
Teacher emails:  
2 St Bernadette: katiemcfarland@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk 
2 St Claire: jaynetearle@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk 
 
 
We are asking that adults avoid visiting the school office where possible. For any enquiries, please call or email 
instead.  
 
Here’s to a fantastic year ahead!  
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