
  
School Uniform 
We have been delighted to see how smart the children have been looking. Please ensure you stick to the 

school uniform policy. Please note that children should wear grey bottoms and grey socks (white socks 

may be worn with summer dresses). We discourage the wearing of jewellery, ornate hair accessories, 

nail varnish and long hair should be tied back. Sensible black shoes should be worn with no fashion 

shoes, boots or branded trainers. Please make sure all clothing items are named. Children in Year 1 only 

need to bring a bookbag into school so that they can keep them in their trays in the class.  
 

PE 

We have 2 PE sessions each week, although we do ask that children have their PE kit in every day in case 

these are changed. 

St Catherine Monday (outdoor) and Thursday (indoor) 

St Peter Monday (outdoor) and Thursday (indoor) 

 

If it is taken home to be washed please ensure it is brought into school the following Monday and that all 

items are named. Spare PE kits will be kept in school for any children without a kit or those without correct 

items.  

 

PE kit (girls and boys) 

• SKY BLUE polo shirt with Cottesmore logo.  

• NAVY shorts or tracksuit bottoms.  

• Sweatshirts and fleeces can be worn over PE kits in the colder weather.  

• Trainers that are suitable for running, all weather and outside. Plimsolls can be worn inside.  

• PE kits are to be kept in a Cottesmore PE bag.  
 

Water 

We are encouraging all children to drink plenty of water throughout the day.  Please could each child bring a 

named water bottle with a pull up lid (to avoid potential in class pillages) to school every day. In the summer, 

please can contents not be frozen due to the fact that when they defrost, water drips onto tables and can 

ruin work. Cups will be provided in class for those without water bottles or without pull up lids. This drink 

needs to be separate from their lunchbox drink and must contain water only. Reusable Cottesmore drinking 

bottles can be purchased from the school office for £2. 

 

Birthday Books 

As per the school’s recent Poverty Proofing review, we have decided that we will no longer ask children 

to provide ‘Birthday Books’ in order to celebrate their special day. We also ask that sweets, and other 

treats, are not brought in. Whilst we, and the children, appreciate the kind gestures, we will be 

returning any items at the end of the school day, in order to ensure consistency.  

 

 

 

Year 1 Information 

Welcome!  We have had a good start to the new school year, getting 

to know your children. We hope that this information sheet helps you 

and your children settle into Year 1 quickly. 

 

 



Homework 

Having updated our Homework policy, in line with national research and findings, homework will now purely 

consist of regular practice of basic skills. Homework activities will not require great levels of parental 

subject knowledge and involvement. Children will no longer be given homework books for Maths and English. 

Topic based homework tasks will also no longer be set. Teachers will electronically monitor Bug Club and set 

My Maths every other week to relate to in class topics.  

Reading  

Children will take home books with specific coloured bands and these will be changed twice per week in class 

(Monday and Thursday). Children are welcome to change them more frequently if they desire. We would 

expect that all children read daily to build up their reading stamina. Please support us with this by 

encouraging your child to spend a minimum of 10 mins a day reading. If you would like any more support or 

guidance with this then please see your class teacher. 

 

Bug Club (Reading) 

Bug Club (www.bugclub.co.uk) enables pupils to access reading activities at home. Pupils are all given 

passwords and these will be sent home. Please be aware that throughout every book there are 

comprehension style questions. It is important that children complete these as they provide valuable 

assessment information for teachers. We will offer a free place at Sibling Club if access to a computer 

or the internet is difficult. 

 

Maths  

In order to build up maths fluency, children are expected to practice and learn their times tables. The 

recommended order that these are learnt is – 2, 5, 10, 4, 8, 3, 6, 9, 7, 11 and 12. Before progressing to the 

next times table, children need to be able to recite the times table in order eg 1 x6 = 6, 2 x 6 = 12 up to 12 x 

6 = 72. Children will then progress to knowing the times tables out of order and quick recall, such as 4 x 6 = 

?, 7 x 6 = ?. Finally, children will need to know the related division fact eg 6 x 7 = 42 so 42 divided by 6 = ? 

Please do see your child’s class teacher if you would like more guidance regarding supporting this. In Year 1 

we will begin with 2s, 5s and 10s over the course of the year.  

Every child will receive a maths booklet and resource pack. Each pack contains 10 maths activities that can 

be completed and revisited as and when. Activities allow you to support maths development as part of 

everyday life and set practical examples of how to do so. These activities are provided in order to give you 

ideas if you wish to complete extra work at home. Please note: nothing needs to be recorded or brought in. 

 

My Maths 

MyMaths (www.mymaths.co.uk) enables children to access maths activities at home. The activities are 

set every other week by the teachers and will consolidate learning in class. Activities can also be 

revisited and used a revision tool for the children and their learning. In addition to the set task, there 

is a wealth of games for the children to select independently in order to increase their mental maths 

fluency. It is important that children complete these as they provide valuable assessment information 

for teachers, who will monitor weekly. The children have their own personal username and passwords 

which will be sent home. We will offer a free place at Sibling Club if access to access to a computer or 

the internet is difficult. 

 

Spelling 

Spelling lists will be sent home and will be assessed in class on an ongoing basis.  
 

 

http://www.bugclub.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


Parent Helpers 

We would be delighted with any offers of help during the year. If any parents would like to offer to help 

with any of the school trips, please make sure you have a DBS check with Mrs Hodgson (School Business 

Manager) via the school office. Other help could include class work such as, working with a small group of 

children, reading with children, laminating, cutting, making resources and lots more. Any offers are very 

valuable, e.g. a morning a week, a fortnight or month. If you have any particular talent or strength that you 

think can be used and shared with the children, then please let us know. Our topics this year are: a walk in 

the woods, flying high and turrets and tiaras.  
 

 

Events 

Autumn events: 

Enrichment/trip – Beginning Wednesday 19th September the children will visit Forest School at Plumpton 

College. This will continue for 6 weeks.  

 

 

Spring events: 

Enrichment- Owl day approx. price £5 per child 

Trip- Space day price TBC 

 

Summer events –  

Enrichment – Medieval dress up day with Pony ride 

Trip- Castle trip approx. price £21 per child  

 

If families are unable to pay for trips or activities, due to financial hardship, no child will ever be excluded. 

If you are finding meeting costs a challenge, please do speak to either your child’s class teacher, the office 

or the school Business Manager as we will find ways to support you.  
 

Communication 

If you have any queries or concerns throughout the year, please do not hesitate to contact us either after 

school, when we can be found in the playground, or by contacting the school office. 

  

Here’s to a fantastic year ahead!  

Miss Thomas and Ms McCartney  


