
   
 
                                                        
 
Welcome!  We have had a good start to the new school year, getting to know your children. We 
hope that this information sheet helps you and your children settle into Reception quickly. 
 
PE 
We have 2 PE sessions each week, although we do ask that children have their PE kit in every day in 
case these are changed. 

Thursday(indoor) and Tuesday (outdoor)  
PE kit (girls and boys) 

• SKY BLUE polo shirt with Cottesmore logo.  
• NAVY shorts or tracksuit bottoms.   
• Sweatshirts and fleeces can be worn over PE kits in the colder weather.  
• Trainers that are suitable for running, all weather and outside.  
• PE kits to be kept in a Cottesmore PE bag.  

Please can you name your child’s PE kit. We will use a sharpie pen on any unnamed items to try and 
make sure you do not have to replace anything. 
 
School Uniform 
We have been delighted to see how smart the children have been looking. Please ensure you 
stick to the school uniform policy. We discourage the wearing of jewellery, ornate hair 
accessories and nail varnish. Long hair should be tied back. We also ask that the children bring 
a water proof coat everyday as the weather can change throughout the day (obviously not in 
the heart of summer!)  This allows the children to learn both inside and outside, whatever the 
weather. 
 
Book bags 
Each child needs to have a bookbag in school each day. They do not need any other bags or ruck 
sacks apart from their PE bag. It is much easier when changing books or putting letters invitations etc 
if we can just slip them straight into book bags. 
 
Milk and Fruit 
During their Reception year the children have the option of a daily carton of school milk.  The 
children will also be provided with a piece of fruit or vegetable to eat.   
 
Water 
We are encouraging all children to drink plenty of water as part of the Healthy Schools Programme.  
This drink needs to be separate from their lunchbox drink and must contain water only. Cottesmore 
drinking bottles can be purchased from the school office for £2. Please make sure these water 
bottles are never kept in their book bags as leakages are a regular occurrence. 
 
School dinners 
All children up to the age of 7 are entitled to a free school lunch or they may bring in a packed lunch 
if the prefer. This can be changed in a daily basis if there is a day they do not like anything on the 
menu then you can send a packed lunch for that day. They do need to make a choice to be school 
dinner or packed lunch we cannot order a school dinner as well as them having a packed lunch. If no 
dinner has been ordered for them that day they cannot just have the pudding  
 
Homework 
We have started our phonics lessons.  Children will start to bring home a sheet to reinforce the 
sound learnt that day.  These sheets are to support learning at home and should be regularly 
revisited, so you do not have to bring them back into school.  
 
Reading  
In Reception we want all children to develop a love of books.  Each day the children are encouraged 
to take home a book to share with you. Once they are starting to read, we will encourage them to 
take home a bookworm book. These are colour coded and are at a level that your child should be 
able to access with limited support from yourself.  Later in the year, we will set up a login for your 
child on Bug Club, an online reading programme.  
 
Toys 
Toys from home are not usually allowed in school (unless requested by teachers for a particular 
activity.)  
 
Good Disciple Award and Learning Muscle Award 
Each week we have a special Infant Assembly.  During this assembly we present a Good Disciple 
award to children who have behaved in a way that is true to the School Values. The Learning Muscle 
award is for children who have used one of our learning muscles in their work.  
 
Parent Helpers 
We would be delighted with any offers of help during the year. This could include working with 
small groups of children during the school day, hearing children read, laminating and cutting out 
resources, sticking work in books and preparing resources.  If you have any particular talent or 
strength that you think could be used, please let us know. You need to have a DBS check if you want 
to help, so please ask the class teacher how to apply. We will start welcoming helpers when we feel 
all the children are settled. 
 
Dropping off in the mornings 
We are very happy for you to come in and help your child if they are finding the mornings hard. 
However, with so many adults in the room, it can make it more overwhelming. If you feel your child 
is ready, please drop them off at the door and we will help them choose their lunch. 
 
If you have any queries or concerns throughout the year please do not hesitate to contact us after 
school or through the school office. You may also email via the school office/. 
 
Tapestry 
We will be using tapestry the online learning journey to help you keep informed of your child’s 
progress. Please make sure you have filled in the consent form and written your email address 
clearly.  

Thank you, 
Mrs Coleshill and Miss Nollett 
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