
26th June 2020

Dear parents / carers 

Our new normal 
It has been a pleasure to welcome back children from Reception, Year 

1 and Year 6 to school, in addition to some children of Key Workers 

from Years 2 - 5. The planning that took place, in order to make this 

possi le, as p etty full o  ut e e yo e’s ha d o k has paid off a d 
we have many happy faces back in the building. It has been pleasing 

to see how well run everything has been and that the hours of 

organisation have translated so well from plan to reality. The 

feedback from children and parents has been really positive and we 

are delighted that business is getting, evermore, back to usual. That 

said, we do miss children from Years 2 – 5 terribly. We are aware how 

challenging it is for many families with children still at home and 

appreciate that many children are itching to get back to school. We 

are currently working to develop plans that can be adapted once we 

hear more from the Government, with regards to hopefully 

welcoming them all back come September. We are also in discussion 

regarding possible summer catch up videos, activities and lessons plus 

extra liaison that might be needed for those requiring significant extra 

support, in addition to discussing transition in general. We think of 

the children at home daily and continually reflect on how we can best 

support them, and you. More follow on this in the coming weeks. 

Looking back for a brief moment 
Back when it was Pentecost, 31st May, I sent 

the following words to the staff team. Having 

read them again recently, I would also like to 

share them with you as they are, in fact, relevant to our whole school 

community despite being a month on.  Even though the following 

note was originally written for staff, many of the sentiments relate to 

the journey that we have also been on with you. I would like to add 

my sincere thanks to so many of you who of you have provided us 

with ongoing support and kind words throughout what has been one 

of the most challenging of times. What a great school community. 

(Message sent to staff 31st May 2020) 

Pentecost is the time when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit 

upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus. This is such a special 

celebration as this event represents the birth of the early church. Our 

church which represents God's everlasting love but also community -

something that is so important within faith schools. As we prepare to 

return to work with more children, I wanted to thank you all for all 

your support over what has been a first for sure. We have been a true 

community, supported also by our trust in God, His unwavering love 

and guidance.

I tried to think back to when this all began, back in early in early 

February. Back when we were the first school, nationally, to be 

affected. That was almost four months ago. Our school community has 

been living with Covid19 for much longer than many. Managing the 

children's, parents, our own, and even the nations worries before most 

others. Press camped on our doorstep, the school building being shown 

on BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and Sky news night after night for at least a 

week. Wondering what parents would say when interviewed. Trying to 

second guess what the future had to hold. It was exhausting physically 

and mentally. However, that said, we managed! We made it through 

and here we are, no doubt thanks to our community spirit and support 

of each other.

We looked after each other at the start and we'll look after each other 

now. As a school team, we are solid and we can manage whatever is

needed. Back in early February, as a school, we had the worst period of 

uncertainty. We got through it but, more importantly, we got through 

it together, as a team (when we weren't too busy, out of work, trying 

to find loo rolls! What a time!). I understand the natural concerns and 

questions many might feel as we move forth and, as ever, please 

remember that I'm here if you ever need to talk.

Personally, I couldn't have done this without you. At every turn, I have 

seen people pulling together to support each other and our wider 

whole school community. You have worked tirelessly to complete many 

tasks that have helped others. For example, the excellent home 

learning, Seesaw, our banner, our S Club video, our Cottesmore food 

bank, valued calls to families, messages to parents and children, 

private motivational videos to children needing that extra help, 

information for the website, not to mention being in school 

continuously teaching Key Worker children during term time and what 

should have been your Easter and half term holidays. Your general 

positivity has shone throughout. All whilst managing your own worries, 

hardships or trying to juggle both family and work eg many of you 

have pre school children who were unable to attend nurseries that 

ere closed. E eryone’s support and dedication has been invaluable. 

I'm sure many of you are desperate to get back to some sort of normal. 

However, as said, I have no doubt that some of you will be a little 

anxious. I also think we need to remember that some people amongst 

our community, but also staff team, may be worried about elderly or 

unwell family members, worried about partners' job stability, worried 

about finances, worried about their own children etc. I think the 

important thing to remember is that we will have all experienced this 

differently because a) we all have differing personal circumstances but 

also, more importantly, because b) we all have different thresholds for 

managing anxieties etc. This is a time to be open and honest with each 

other but also continue to be there for each other. Most importantly, 

to continue to be kind to each other.

Big love and huge thank you. The children and parents are so lucky to 

have you. We are a special community, modelled so much on the 

teachings of Jesus. I am very lucky to have you and we're lucky to have 

each other. I look forward to seeing more of you all over the coming 

weeks. 

As said at the start of this section, these sentiments ring true to our 

relationship with you, the parents, not to mention the children. Thank 

you again for all your support. We really do appreciate how hard this 

has been for so many of you and a reminder that we are always here 

to help in anyway. 

We received this gorgeous picture from 

a little girl who has returned to school. 

It’s al ays lo ely to e ei e a tha k you 
ut it’s s iles like these that a e 

actually what make everything worth 

while. Doing our best to ensure that we 

have children who feel content and 

Secure when in our care whilst 

also ensuring that they enjoy their 

learning and can make maximum 

progress is what it is all about for all 

in education. 

Wishing you another sun soaked 

weekend and hoping to see those 

of you still at home very soon. 

Rachel Breen, Headteacher



BAME school development 
Prior to lockdown, we held several 

assemblies identifying that, we wanted 

to start a pupil and adult BAME (Black, 

Asian and Minority Ethnic) focus group 

who would work together to further 

educate the rest of our school, and, 

potentially, our wider community. 

The focus was to be on celebrating 

heritage and history whilst also identifying and exploring 

discrimination that is still faced today both in and out of schools.

For this education to be as impactful as possible, we felt that it 

was important that we heard from as many children and adults in 

our BAME communities as possible. 

Children were asked to volunteer and many were inspired by the 

opportunity to have a platform from which their powerful voices 

had the potential to make a difference. We were given a contact 

who had been working on similar projects in some secondary 

schools. Between us, we set up links and included the Local 

Authority Health and Wellbeing Team who said that they too 

would like to be involved. Covid 19 then caused school closure so 

we were unable to hold our first formal meeting. Moving forward, 

to now, and we are surrounded by the very news and information 

that we had hoped that this group would be able to go begin to 

address. We have been back in touch with our focus group link 

advisor, and the Local Authority Health and Wellbeing Team, and 

are all meeting, virtually, next week.

As a school, it is vital that we prioritise ways that we can further 

educate our children in order to eradicate racism, racial inequality 

and racial injustice. We want to develop a generation of anti 

racist citizens. Staff are committed to reviewing our school 

curriculum and reflecting upon the ways in which we can further 

educate and guide the children. 

For this to be as impactful as possible, we would like to have the 

voice of parents and children from our BAME communities who 

feel able to contribute to our school development. Please get in 

touch should you wish to join us. Cottesmore will of course 

coordinate and support all work but we need as many voices as 

possible, if we are to educate our current, and upcoming, 

generation.

We also want to encourage every family within the school to talk 

to their child about what has been taking place in the news and 

why so many, globally, are highlighting the inequality still 

experienced in so many different forms. Before the end of term, 

we will be providing you with book lists and videos links that can 

be shared at home. 

If we all work together, we can begin to have hope that we can 

develop a generation within which history will hopefully stop 

repeating itself. Individually we have the potential for change but 

together we have the potential for greater change. 

O  hild’s e e t hope o  ou  Rai o  Tree of  Hope. 

That racism is stopped and everyone is treated equally, 

ele ati g hat it is that akes us u i ue.

Starfish – after school provision 
Our hall based, after school club, 

from 3pm – 6pm, will now be 

run by Starfish rather than Class 

of Their Own.  Please see the Clubs section of the school website 

for more information. 

Starfish provision, from 3pm – 6pm, will be £13.50 and provision 

from 4.15pm - 6pm will be £10.50.

Starfish are employing Mrs Burns and Mrs Smith, who ran our 

COTO club, so the children should see and feel minimal, if any, 

difference. 

We do not yet know what will happen with after school provision  

in September but we will ensure that we have it in place for as and 

when we are told that it is safe to do so.

Please contact Starfish directly for more information and to 

reserve a place. 

Financial / food help / free 

school packed lunch for all
As you know, all children in school, from Reception and Year 1 are 

entitled to  a daily, free school packed lunch. This has been 

extended, until the end of term, for every child, in school, from 

Year 6. Therefore, regardless of if you are struggling financially or 

not, any child, in school, wanting a free packed lunch can order 

one and no ParentPay payment is needed. 

Please do ’t fo get that if you ha e a y fi a ial o ies, o  a e 
struggling to feed your family, you can also contact the school for 

help. Thanks to donations, we have our own Foodbank and food 

vouchers that can be accessed for those in need. Please also 

remember to visit our school website for key document that 

signposts local financial and food aid. This can be found in the 

Current Updates section on the Home page. You are not alone so 

please do ’t just t y to st uggle o . We a  help. 

The Outdoors Project Cottesmore

Holiday Club. Priority booing 

required by Monday 29th June
The Outdoors Project are hoping to hold 

a summer holiday club, using our school field and Forest School. 

The Outdoors Project focus on playing and learning outdoors, 

whatever the weather, having fun, making new friends and 

learning new skills. They offer clean(ish) fun, exercise, learning, 

fresh air, nature, wild time plus space for creativity and 

imagination. Children from Cottesmore Key Worker families will 

take priority, with any remaining spaces then being offered to all 

other Cottesmore children.  Should Cottesmore families not 

require the spaces available, they will be offered to children from 

other schools. It is vital that you book by Monday 29th June, 

midday, as other schools will then be offered. Please visit The 

Outdoors Project website for more information but not for 

booking. Spaces are limited and places are not 

guaranteed. Bookings will be made on a first come first served 

basis. Please sign up regardless of if you are a Key Worker or not 

as we do not want our families to miss out. If your child would like 

to attend but you are experiencing financial challenges, please 

annamullans@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk to see if the 

school can support you at all, as we would like this to be accessed 

by as many Cottesmore children / families as possible.

START DATE: Thurs 23rd July       END DATE: Friday 28th August        

Monday to Friday, £32.00 per day, Age:  5 to 12, Drop off 10am, 

Pick up 3pm, book one day or as many as you like              

To book, please email sam.smith@theoutdoorsproject.co.uk

Sam will confirm bookings via email and be in touch to collect 

payment via your chosen method. You will also be informed if 

clubs are fully booked. The Outdoors Project aims to inform you 

on Wednesday 1st July. Many thanks.

mailto:annamullans@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk
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http://www.cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk/uploads/clubs/starfish.pdf

