
10th July 2020

Dear parents / carers

Incredible Year 6 
I know we still have a week and a 

half before we say goodbye, but I 

just wanted to take a moment, 

before the end of term, to say a huge thank you to our current  

Year 6. These are a superb group of children and we are incredibly 

disappointed to see them go. The whole cohort were a delight 

from the moment they arrived at Cottesmore and have remained 

so throughout the years. They are caring, thoughtful, considerate 

individuals who are brave, talented, determined, creative, 

thoughtful and incredibly supportive of one another. Over the 

years, we have shared many special moments together so a big 

thank you for all that they have brought to our school family. The 

children have learnt from us but we have also learnt from them.  

Each individual should be incredibly proud of how they have 

grown into such wonderful differing individuals. 

As the children progress, we are looking forward to hearing about 

their achievements as we have no doubt that they will rise to the 

exciting new challenges of secondary school, embracing all 

opportunities that come their way. We wish each and every one of 

them every success. 

We are sure that the children will remember to take care of each 

other, to always do their best and to always stay true to who they 

are. There is no doubt that, if these children keep being 

themselves, and using their wise voices, they have the power to 

make real change and a real difference to the world. They each 

have so much to offer and are just brilliant. We will miss you! 

This cohort have been through so much since February. Whilst 

experiencing the same range of emotions as children from other 

years, they have also had to face many missed opportunities and 

events. The children initially had mixed feelings toward the 

cancellation of their SATS and, whilst we all know that test scores 

alo e do t sho  a hild s full pote tial, some felt disappointed 

that they ould t celebrate how much they had learnt through 

whatever results they may have achieved. Equally many children 

were thrilled of the cancellation! We know that all the children 

have done their best academically and all worked their socks off so 

it is this that was the most important thing to remember. 

The children are also disappointed that they were unable  to 

pa take i  thei  Yea  6 eside tial. That they did t get to eate 
a d pe fo  thei  usual s hool play, did t get to pa take i  thei  
final sports day or Year 6 child against teacher netball and football 

tournament. I know many are also saddened that July will not be 

hold their usual Leavers Mass or Year 6 discos, amongst other 

things. We are disappointed too. So many events, that are 

important and help close the children's primary education, 

missed. Whilst the school, and children, are doing all they can to 

e ulate these e e ts ia so ial dista i g a d hu s, it is t uite 
the same. Certainly a year to remember though! 

Children are currently practicing their Leavers Song, which the 

children chose, in hubs. This will be professionally put together as 

a video - a bit like the one the staff did during Lockdown. In 

addition to this, hubs are currently writing and practicing scripts 

for their Cottesmore Year 6 Hubs Got Talent performances. Whilst 

the children wont get to perform a polished, stage performance as 

per usual  they will create videos showcasing their acting talents in 

the forms of mini sketches that will also be recorded for all to 

enjoy. Next week I will write more about the Olympic Games PE 

activities, that all year groups in school are enjoying, but, in 

addition to these, on their final Monday, Year 6 will also have the 

opportunity to partake in a year group Sports Day, of sorts, on the 

school field. The field will be separated into 5 spaces, so that hubs  

can remain distanced, but all be in one space together. Children 

will complete various activities and be awarded a range of medals 

as per usual. Whilst we appreciate that these events do not fully 

offer the children the farewell they so deserve, we hope that they 

go someway towards creating fond final memories. 

Children have already received their Leavers Hoodies and have 

been wearing these with pride and, on their last day, they will 

receive their Year Books. We have liaised with the Local Authority 

and formulated a safe plan where children's shirts can be signed 

by their peers (obviously not whilst being worn!) as per the usual 

school tradition. We are also hoping to hold a Year 6 event for 

each Year 6 class, or ideally the whole year groups, on the 

afternoon of Saturday 22nd August in the hope that, by then, risk 

assessments allow larger groups to play  together. The finally, late 

on in September, the plan for all current Year 6 children, across 

the city, is to return from secondary school for one day. On this 

day, we would hope to hold an outdoor Leavers Mas and Leavers 

disco but will have to wait for more guidance reading this. 

We would also like to take a moment to thank all Year 6 parents 

for their support over the years.  We would like to say a particular 

thank you to those who were able to give up huge amounts of 

time in order to make a difference to our school. For example, 

those who were, for years, incredibly proactive within the PTA, or 

who organised huge fundraising events. Thanks to these people, 

we wouldn't have had so many relished community events or 

raised so much money to buy many of the items that make our 

school super. You know who you are and we think you are 

a ellous! You ha e ee  a suppo t f o  the sta t a d e a t 
thank you enough. Thank you also to those who have given up 

hours and hours of time in their roles as School Governors. Again, 

these people have helped to make such a difference to the school 

and have supporting us greatly through a sacrifice of their own 

time. Amazing! A big thank you to all. 

Despite all that this year had put our way, we know that these 

brilliant children will continue to thrive. They have embodied the 

ph ase, The e is always hope  a d, as they ha e o dou t lea t, 
through all their recent challenges, e e e  to Al ays reach for 

the stars and follow that ai o . May God o ti ue to guide 
you and may you choose to reveal Jesus to others through the 

choices that you make.  

Much love to you all and our sincere best wishes in all that you do 

from here. We will be sure to keep you all in our thoughts and 

prayers and will continue to be here should you ever need. 



The hugest farewell
I wanted to inform you that Mrs 

Concannon will be leaving 

Cottesmore at the end of term. Mrs 

Concannon has brought so much to 

our school musically and we are very 

sorry to see her leave. Mrs Concannon has made such an impact 

thanks to her development of the music curriculum. She has also 

brought many a school event to life and taught so much to the 

children. She has organised choirs, bands and a range of outside 

school events. Her passion for music has been invaluable. We 

have been discussing Mrs Co a o s desire for change for over 

a year now so we knew this was coming. That said, whilst we 

support our staff to grow and encourage change, it is still a shame 

when we have to say goodbye. A huge thank you for everything –
we will really miss you. Mrs Concanon asked me to share what 

she wrote to me as part of the formal resignation process. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you personally for 

welcoming me back to Cottesmore 4 years ago and, Rachel, for 

your care and nurturing leadership. Being part of the Cottesmore

family has truly been an amazing journey. I started teaching full-

time at the school back in 2005 when PPA time had just been 

introduced for primary teachers. From 2005 till 2013, I led Music 

at the school on a part time basis once my daughter Naomi was 

born in 2006. When my son Tommy was 2, I wrangled over my 

decision to leave Cottesmore to look after the children at home. It 

was the right decision for us as a family but I missed teaching 

terribly. I have been so grateful that I was able to resume teaching 

at Cottesmore having taken 4 years out to do other things. I had 

such a lovely welcome back and it has been great to find myself 

teaching the younger siblings of those that I taught on my first 

phase. My associations with the school also, are that my husband, 

his brother, his mum and his granny are all ex Cottesmore pupils! 

After 15 years, I feel it is time for something new and am very 

uch looki g for ard to starti g y e  post at St Mary s, 
Portslade. I am also looking forward to starting other independent 

projects utilising my skills as a musician in the community of the 

artsy, vibey  city i  hich e are lucky to li e. Cottesmore, will 

ALWAYS have a big place in my heart. It is a very special family. 

The staff are very caring and extremely conscientious and the 

children bring so much joy. I firmly believe that any child who 

comes here gets a very good deal out of their primary education. 

This is because you Rachel, have such a drive to make it successful 

for them and their families. It has been such a privilege to be a 

small part of that vision for the school and to provide wonderful 

musical opportunities for the children in our care. Thank you for 

all the support and resources you, the governors and SOCS have 

provided to make my job possible.

We wish Mrs Conanncon all the best in her new endeavours and 

send huge thanks for all she has done. We will really miss her. 

Due to restrictions, we are still exploring how our specialist 

provision we will be delivered come September. Whilst our 

specialist team remain with us, they are currently not able to 

move between hubs. We are looking at ways in which we can 

continue our specialist Art, Music, PE and Computing provision. 

For example, transmitting Art lessons into classrooms and Mr 

Buggy hosting PE lessons from afar. As soon as specialist Music 

lessons can begin to take place, we are pleased to say that Mrs 

Tubb will begin teaching Music at Cottesmore. Back in 2006, Mrs 

Tubb the  k o  as Miss S ith  o e ed M s Co a o s fi st 
maternity leave. She then came back to cover Mrs Co a o s
second maternity before going off to have her own children.  Post 

children, Mrs Tubb went on to work for the Local Authority Music 

Service as a cello teacher and has recently been teaching at 

another local school. Mrs Tubb is an exceptional cellist who also 

plays the piano and sings. She has played in a range of orchestras, 

most recently the Lewis Concert Orchestra, and has organised and 

run child orchestras, child choirs and samba bands. Mrs Tubb will 

continue aspects such as whole class recorder and guitar lessons 

plus is keen to resurrect our school orchestra. Welcome back! I 

know that Mrs Concanon is very happy knowing that you will be 

continuing her good work within the school. We must also not 

forget the hidden talents of Ms Szeless, one of our Year 4 

teachers. Ms Szeless is looking forward to supporting Mrs Tubb in 

any way she can. For example, during hymn practice and whole 

s hool e e ts he  pe itted . Fo  those of you ho do t 
know, Ms Szeless is an organist, pianist and violinist. She is also 

the Musical Director for the Arundel and Brighton Lourdes 

Pilgrimage and Arundel Cathedral. 

We are also incredibly sorry to say goodbye to Miss Sadig who has 

been  an incredible TA in Reception for several years. Miss Sadig

will start her PGCE come sept and no doubt be brilliant. Sad for us 

but very exciting for her. A huge thank you to Miss Sadig for all 

that she has offered throughout her time at Cottesmore. She has 

been incredible and we will really miss her. She always went  

above an beyond, all whilst being incredibly child centered, cheery 

and positive. We're really going to miss you and a huge thank you 

again for being utterly brilliant.

Refund of School Trips due to Covid 19
Over the past few months, we have 

be liaising with the companies we had 

made payments to in order to discuss 

refunds as well as contacting our 

insurers in order to reclaim any other 

costs that we can. This has now been finalised and although we

have not been able to fully recover all our payments, we are able 

to inform you that, we will be fully refunding the

o t i utio s you ade to a ds you  hild s S hool T ip. The 

school is working with the companies involved, with ParentPay

and with United Learning, to arrange for the payments that 

parents have made to be refunded via our ParentPay System. 

Please see the letter sent earlier this week in order to follow 

instructions of how to access your refund. 

School Nurse Health Advice
We work closely with the School Nursing team. The School Nurse 

attached to our school is Hili Blue Pate. The service includes advice 

on Healthy Eating, Dental Hygiene, Continence (including day and 

night wetting) and Sleep. Please contact Anna Mullans who can 

put you in touch with this service. To access the following clips, 

you can also visit the Inclusion page on the school website. 

Sleep https://safeYouTube.net/w/03sN

Health and Eating https://safeYouTube.net/w/J5sN

Congratulations
Congratulations to one of our children who is the 

proud big brother to baby Lorenzo. They are over 

the moon with his new little brother. 

Congratulations to all the families who have had

New additons si e s hool losu e. We a t 
wait to meet your new little ones. What a gift. 

As ever, thank you for your continued support and kind words. 

We hope you enjoy reading your child's Annual Summary Report 

that was sent home today and enjoy watching the videos sent by 

their old and new teachers. A huge thank you again to Mrs 

Concannon and Miss Sadig for all their amazing work and great 

blessings to our wonderful Year 6 - thank you again for all you 

have brought to our school.  Rachel Breen, Headteacher

https://safeyoutube.net/w/03sN
https://safeyoutube.net/w/J5sN


July

Monday 13th  9.15am – 10.15am : 2 St Bernadette Book Collection (KS2 playground via Upper Drive) 

 10.30am – 11.30am : 3 St Joan Book Collection (KS2 playground via Upper Drive)

 11.45am – 12.45pm : 5 St Stephen Book Collection (KS2 playground via Upper Drive)

 1pm – 2pm : 2 St Claire Book Collection (KS2 playground via Upper Drive)

Tuesday 14th  9.15am – 10.15am : 4 St Andrew Book Collection (KS2 playground via Upper Drive)

 10.30am – 11.30am : 4 St Francis Book Collection (KS2 playground via Upper Drive)

 11.45am – 12.45pm : 5 St Cecilia Book Collection (KS2 playground via Upper Drive)

Wednesday 15th

Thursday 16th  9.15am – 10.15pm : 3 St Patrick Book Collection (KS2 playground via Upper Drive)

Friday 17th

Monday 20th  Year 6 Sports Day (children only) 

Tuesday 21st 

Wednesday 22nd  School closes / last day of the school year 

Thursday 23rd  School closed

Friday 24th  School closed 

August

Saturday 22nd  Reception Summer Visits:

9am – 10am for families with surnames A – G  (via Upper Drive)              

10am – 11am for families with surnames H – M (via Upper Drive)              

11am – 12am for families with surnames N – Z  (via Upper Drive)        

 Year 6 get together – Field Games: 

 12.30pm – 1.45pm 6 St Paul

 2pm – 3.15pm 6 St Martin

Sunday 23rd  August Transition Event:

 9am - 10.30am: 2 St Bernadette - KS2 playground and 2 St Claire - KS1 playground

 10.45am - 12.15m: 3 St Joan - KS2 playground and 3 St Patrick - KS1 playground

 12.30pm - 2pm: 4 St Andrew - KS2 playground and 4 St Francis - KS1 playground

 2.15pm - 3.45pm: 5 St Stephen - KS2 playground and 5 St Cecelia - KS1 playground

September

Thursday 3rd  INSET DAY

Friday 4th  First day back at school – information to follow regarding which year groups will attend on which 

days as we may be required to operate a 5 day staggered return. 

Monday 7th  See above re: potential staggered start – more information to follow next week 

Tuesday 8th  See above re: potential staggered start – more information to follow next week

Wednesday 9th  See above re: potential staggered start – more information to follow next week

Thursday 10th  See above re: potential staggered start – more information to follow next week

Friday 11th  1.30pm - . 0 p  : Ne  ‘e eptio  i take Teddy Bea s  Pi i   eathe  pe itti g

Monday 14th  New Reception - Storytime : Group A  10am - 11am / Group B  1.30pm - 2.30pm

Tuesday 15th  9am – 11.15am New Reception children Group A only 

 9am – 11.15am New Reception children Group B only 

Wednesday 16th  8.50am – 11.30am All new Reception children 

Thursday 17th  8.50am – 1.15pm  All new Reception children  

Friday 18th  8.50am – 1.15pm  All new Reception children 

Monday 21st  All new Reception children all day


