
3rd July 2020

Dear parents / carers 

Refugee Week 
Refugee Week takes place 

every year, across the globe, to 

celebrate the offerings, creativity and resilience of refugees. In the 

UK, Refugee Week is a nationwide programme of arts, cultural and 

educational events that celebrate the contribution of refugees to 

the UK, encouraging a better understanding between 

communities. At Cottesmore, we promote the importance of 

sanctuary and the benefits it can bring to both refugees and host 

communities. As a Catholic school, we remember that Jesus and 

Mary, the patron of our school, were also refugees who were 

forced to flee Bethlehem for fear of persecution. The theme for 

this year s ‘efugee eek as I agi e . When things feel stuck; 

he  the old ays of doi g thi gs are o lo ger orki g, that s 
what we need to do – imagine and think of different ways. Today, 

the call to imagine feels more important than ever. To picture 

so ethi g you a t urre tly see, to step beyond the current 

moment, and perceive something different. Duri g this year s 
Refugee Week (15th June), we asked the children in school, and at 

home, to imagine, and fight for, a world they would like to see. A 

world full of love and kindness and free of persecution. Thank you 

for tasks completed whilst in school but also the wealth of those 

submitted as part of home learning.

Poem by Joe, Year 6

Imagine if

Our world was one community

A place of peace

And no war.

Imagine if

Our world had no hatred

A place of safety

And no fights.

Imagine if

Our orld did t ha e greed
A place of friendship

And no hate.

Imagine if

Our world worked as one

A place of joy

And no sadness.

But if all of this was reality

There would be no refugees and homeless

And everyone will be welcomed by loving caring arms.

BAME school development 
As you know, we are starting a pupil and adult

BAME (Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic) focus

group who will work together as we further 

educate the rest of our school, and, potentially, 

our wider community. The focus will be on 

celebrating heritage and history, whilst also identifying 

and exploring discrimination that is still faced today both in and 

out of schools. For this education to be as impactful as possible, 

we feel that it is important that we hear from as many children 

and adults in our BAME communities as possible. As a school, it is 

vital that we prioritise ways that we can further educate our 

children in order to eradicate racism, racial inequality and racial 

injustice. We want to develop a generation of anti racist citizens. 

Staff are committed to reviewing our school curriculum and 

reflecting upon the ways in which we can further educate and 

guide the children. Please get in touch should you wish to join us. 

Cottesmore will of course coordinate and support all work but we 

need as many voices as possible, if we are to educate our current, 

and upcoming, generation.

Welcome back Years 2 – 5 We are looking forward to 

welcoming back all pupils in September. We will be in touch with 

regards to exact details once we have more information to share. 

This week, we have sent out various letters with regards to home 

learning, summer learning, the transition of children from Years 2 

– 5, collection of school books and more. Please take a moment to 

read all correspondence sent. If you have missed any of these 

letters, they can be found on the Current Updates section of the 

school website. Dates for your diary

Brief welcome in July / book collection 

August welcome event 

Reports and new classes will be sent to all years Friday 10th July.

Wishing you all a restful weekend. Thank you for your ongoing 

support, it s really appre iated. ‘a hel Bree , Headteacher

Monday 13th July 

9.15am – 10.15am 2 St Bernadette 

10.30am – 11.30am 3 St Joan 

11.45am – 12.45pm 5 St Stephen

1pm – 2pm 2 St Claire

Tuesday 14th July 

9.15am – 10.15am 4 St Andrew

10.30am – 11.30am 4 St Francis 

11.45am – 12.45pm 5 St Cecilia 

Thursday 16th July 

9.15am – 10.15pm 3 St Patrick 

Sunday 23rd August 

9am - 10.30am 2 St Bernadette 2 St Claire

10.45am - 12.15pm 3 St Joan 3 St Patrick

12.30pm - 2pm 4 St Andrew 4 St Francis

2.15pm - 3.45pm 5 St Stephen 5 St Cecelia



You Are Never Alone – project with The Martlets
We are proud to be involved in a project to 

support residents of The Martlets. The 

Martlets is a local charity providing essential 

services for people affected by terminal illness. 

They have launched a project in a bid to tackle 

loneliness in care and residential homes. The 

aim is to encourage children to write letters, 

draw pictures or perform music which can then 

be shared with residents. The hope is that, in 

time, when restrictions allow, these links will see a two-way 

communication with the residents, twinning homes to their 

nearest schools to encourage an ongoing relationship with 

benefits all round.

Children are invited, to create a letter, poem, piece of art or an 

audio recording that can be shared with a resident living nearby. 

Example questions that could be written about in letters: What 

would it be like to be 10 years old in 1945? What music was 

popular? What hopes would you have had? 

Please start your letters with Dear (space) as, at present, we do 

not have individual names for children to address their letters to.

At the end of letters / recording / art work, children need to write 

only their FIRST NAME. You can post or drop letters / art work etc

to the school office or recordings / scanned work can be emailed 

to colettefairbanks@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk.Items or 

uploaded via seesaw. 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2020 
A reminder about our Cottesmore Fairtrade 

Recipe Book, which was introduced during 

Fairtrade Fortnight back in March. Many 

children, from Reception to Year 6, sent 

submissions as part of home learning, in 

order to help us create our own recipe book. 

Should children still wish to contribute, they 

need to write a recipe (sweet or savoury) that uses Fairtrade 

items. For example, a recipe could be a banana loaf using 

Fairtrade bananas. Once collated, we will sell these at school and 

all proceeds will support the Fairtrade organisation and highlight 

the important work it does in helping farmers and workers in the 

developing world.Website link: http://www.cottesmore.brighton-

hove.sch.uk/page/fairtrade-council/ 

Email your recipe to: katewilkinson@cottesmore.brighton-

hove.sch.uk Thank you for your continued support for the 

hildre s e terprises at Cottesmore.

Financial / food help / free 

school packed lunch for all
As you know, all children in school, from 

Reception and Year 1 are entitled to  a daily, free school packed 

lunch. This has been extended, until the end of term, for every 

child, in school, including Year 6 and children of Key Workers 

form Years 2 – 5 who are in school. Regardless of if you are 

struggling financially or not, any child, in school, wanting a free 

lunch can order one and no ParentPay payment is needed. 

Please don’t forget that if you ha e any financial orries, or are 
struggling to feed your family, you can also contact the school 

for help. We have our own Foodbank and food vouchers that 

can be accessed for those in need. Please visit our school 

website for key documents that signposts local financial and 

food aid. This can be found in the Current Updates section on 

the Home page. You are not alone. We can help. 

During the summer holidays, families in receipt of free school 

meals, due to lower income, will still receive vouchers. Each 

family will receive £90 per child on 27th July in order to cover the 

summer 6 week period. 

Second Hand uniform ready for secondary 

school 
We have been told that there is a great secondhand uniform shop 

on Queens Road in Brighton. It has all the uniforms for all the 

secondary schools in Brighton and Hove and really can save 

parents a fortune. 

https://www.fashyas.com/GB/Brighton/1127180940758712/Smar

ter-Uniforms

Covid-19 Community Champion
Back in May, I was very touched to be 

nominated as a Covid-19 Community 

Champion. It was lovely to receive an 

e ail a d ertifi ate fro  The Mayor s 
Office saying well done for all that had 

been done in order to support the local 

community during such challenging times. 

This ertifi ate is for the s hool s real tea  
effort as everything we have done, we have done together. A huge 

thank you to all the staff, and parents, for pulling together and 

going above and beyond during closure. Especially those who 

helped with our foodbank and community outreach work. 

Silver Award from the Woodland Trust 
We have received fantastic news 

from the Woodland Trust to say 

that Cottesmore has been awarded

the Silver Award in response to our

Forest School activities and the 

creative art and writing that the 

children had been involved in 

whilst not in school eg via their 

home learning. The Woodland 

Trust expressed their delight at the 

s hool s hard ork i  ai tai i g 
interest and passion for Forest School despite remote learning. 

They were very impressed by the children's passion about 

prote ti g the e iro e t. Tha ks the hildre s hard ork 
creating Tree Champions, mixed with memories of Forest School, 

we have been awarded the Woodland Trust Silver Award. A big 

thank you to Ms McCartney for coordinating this. It was great to 

see children pf Key Workers enjoying Forest School session whilst 

the rest of the school was closed and it has been great to hear that 

years currently in school, have also been enjoying time in this 

area. 

Refund of School Trips due to Covid 19
Over the past few months, we have be liaising with the companies 

we had made payments to in order to discuss refunds as

well as contacting our insurers in order to reclaim any other costs 

that we can. This has now been finalised and although we

have not been able to fully recover all our payments, we are able 

to inform you that, we will be fully refunding the

o tri utio s you ade to ards your hild s S hool Trip. The 

school is working with the companies involved, with ParentPay

and with United Learning, to arrange for the payments that 

parents have made to be refunded via our ParentPay System. 

Please see the letter sent earlier this week in order to follow 

instructions of how to access your refund. 

mailto:colettefairbanks@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk.Items

