
15th February 2019

Dear parents and carers, 

It is hard to believe that another fun filled and productive half term 
has passed us by. As ever, the children have continued to do their 
best and reflect upon choices made whilst the staff team remains 
incredibly committed to providing the best education for all pupils. 
How fortunate we are to spend our time in such a positive 
community. 

Eco Warriors and Southern Water
This week, Southern Water visited the 
Eco Warriors in order to upskill them as 
they embark on their mission to promote 
the reduction of water use, both at school and at home. The 
children learnt that most household water use is for flushing the 
toilet (30%) with the next largest usage being baths and taps (21% 
of total usage). The least amount used is for drinking. The Eco 
Warriors began to think about how they could encourage people 
to only flush when necessary, turn the tap off when they brush 
their teeth and to take a shower instead of a bath which will not 
only help save water and energy but money too. During the 
session, children  played a game that used different materials 
(paper, cling film, vaseline, nappies) to try and build a dam to stop 
water flowing. During the activity, the Eco Warriors noticed how 
these materials all stopped the water and 
reflected on how they could block pipes 
and sewers if put down the toilet. Thanks 
to Southern Water, The Eco Warriors, are 
now ready to brief their classes and lead a 
whole school assembly. Thank you to Miss 
Wilkinson, Eco Lead, for organising this. 

FairTrade Fun
The winners from last term's ‘design a FairTrade hot chocolate’ 
competition had a fun filled afternoon on Wednesday as they 
were given the opportunity to make bring their designs to life. The 
children enjoyed making FairTrade hot chocolate and adding their 
suggested toppings. A big thank you to Mrs Tearle, Fairtrade Lead, 
for organising this. Fairtrade Fortnight begins after half term so 
watch this space for further information and another competition. 

Netball – well done girls 
Report by Imogen, Connie and Anna 
Last Week, we competed against The Billingual school which was a 
home match. Connie [GA] and Lena [GS] played an amazing roll of 
shooting and participating together and Ellis [C] was quick and 
sharp when getting the ball to the goal! Overall Cottesmore were 
a great team and supported each other even when something 
didn’t go as planned. We were really proud and happy when we 
had won the game 25/3. 

Indoor athletic success
Report by Connie, Kaya, Imogen and Anna  
The indoor athletics competition is a primary school event that 
is held every year around Sussex. Lots of schools participated 
but we did really well. The final results were close to another 
school but we were thrilled to win overall! We are now off to 
the Sussex finals to represent Brighton and Hove – how 
awesome and exciting! The first event that took place was the 
obstacle relay and there were  two heats. The people in this 
event were Daisy, Imogen , Maggie and Harriet for the girls and 
Jaiden, Conner, Tyler and Kyle for the boys. They won both 
races. Throughout the day, field events took place. There was 
long jump, medicine ball\chest push , vertical jump, triple jump 
and speed bounce. The next running event was the 1 by 2 relay 
where two people each run a lap. Connie and Ellis ran for the 
girls and won. Straight after that was the girls 2 by 2 relay were 
two people run two laps. This was also ran by Connie and Ellis 
and they won again! Next were the same races for the boys. 
Charlie and Grey ran both of these and also won. The 2 by 6 lap 
relay then took place where each person runs 3 laps. Emily and 
Maggie won this for the girls and Ignacio and Jaiden for the 
boys. Following this was the 1 by 4 relay Anna, Imogen, Poppy 
and Emily came second for the girls and Ben, Caleb, Bobby and 
Archer won for the boys. The final running race was the under 
and over where four people each run a lap whilst going under a 
hoop and over a hurdle. Running and winning for the girls was 
Daisy, Niamh, Anna and Poppy and running, and coming 
second for the boys, was Ben, Caleb, Archer and Bobby. We all 
had the best time and look forward to telling you all about the 
Sussex finals…

Sussex County Championships
This week, we were thrilled to hear about 
Tyler’s swimming achievements outside of 
school. Tyler is a super swimmer and, during 
a recent competition, qualified in total for six 
races to be held in Crawley. All of Tyler’s race times were PBs 
which he reports is very good considering that the pool was 50 
metres which is always harder to swim than the 25 meter one 
he is used to. Tyler also got two medals – a silver for the 10 /11 
year old, 100 meter race and a bronze for the 50 meter 
butterfly. Great stuff Tyler! 

Cottesmore begins Ugandan links 
Ms McCartney, Year 1 teacher, currently sponsors a little girl 
called Bridget at a Catholic primary school in Uganda. Recently, 
Bridget's school had an outbreak of Typhoid as their water 
supply was contaminated. Through sponsorship to swim 
around the West Pier, Miss McCartney has currently raised 
over £3000 to pay for a water purification system to be 
installed. This means that the school will have running water 
for the first time and the children will have clean water. During 
a future assembly, Mrs McCartney is going to talk to the 
children about Bridget and her school and set up learning links 
so that our children can benefit from global learning. If you 
wish to sponsor Ms McCartney, please go to the link just giving 
link:www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jomccartney

Enjoy the half term break. Rachel Breen, Headteacher



World Book Day – Thursday 7th March 
The year’s theme is ‘share a story’. To celebrate, we 
would like the children to come to school in something 
cosy, ideally  pyjamas and onesies, and bring in their 
favourite book to share with either someone in their class 
or their buddy. Spending just 10 minutes a day reading 
and sharing stories can make a crucial difference to 
outcomes for all. We will be encouraging children to read 
anywhere and everywhere, from breakfast to bedtime. 
We would welcome photos of your child sharing a book to 
create a display. Please be creative as you like, it could be 
with family, grandparents, friends, pets…..and 
could be shown to be taking place 
anywhere. If you don’t have a printer, 
please email to the school office who 
will print then out and pass to Mrs 
Bowles and Mrs Elliot. 

Science Festival 
Hands-On Half-Term is Brighton 
Science Festival’s week of activities, 
for children aged 7-14 and their 
parents. There are 56 events through 
the week, about 7 each day, including 
computer programming, engineering 
challenges, astronomy, craft, ‘magic’ 
science shows, evolution, forensics, 
puzzles, stop-motion film making, even science poetry.
Please see the end of the newsletter for more 
information. 

The Wizard of Oz
Perfect family show for Half Term. 
Apollo Juniors Presents “The Wizard 
of Oz” at Roedean Theatre on 22nd

and 23rd Febryary. For the next five 
days, Apollo Productions are running 
a Valentine's discount on tickets using
the code LOVE1 to get cheaper tickets from:

www.ticketsource.co.uk/apolloproductions
We have a few ex Cottesmore children preforming!

Nuts
Please remember that we are a nut free school. We 
have several children who are susceptible to reactions 
so please make sure that all items brought in for snacks 
or lunch are nut free, paying particular attention to 
snack bars. If your child attends an after school club 
please can you remember

Signing in an out of the school building
May I take this opportunity to remind you to always sign 
in, via the main school office, at any time of day. The only 
exception to this is for hall events that start at 9am / 
9.15am and after school clubs based in the hall. For  
morning, hall based events, adults will be signed in via 
the cloister doors and signed out via the main office and 
Radinden Manor. For after school club, please go to the 
hall where they have a register but please do not pass 
this point. Please kindly refrain from attempting to enter 
the building via any other door at any time of the day. 
Teachers are always available, on the playground, to talk 
to parents at 3pm. If you are unable to be at school for 
3pm, please contact the office who will arrange a 
meeting or can forward an email. 

Pearson National Teaching Awards 
We received a message from the National teaching 
awards that we are doing a great Job! ‘To the whole team 
at Cottesmore. A big thank you to the staff at reception, 
Mrs Breen and Mrs Teale  for helping to settle Angelina 
into school. I know she struggled with the move but the 
warm Christian welcome we received made all the 
difference’ 

Illness and playtime 
Whilst it has been the time of year for many colds, we 
politely remind you that if your child is well enough to be 
in school, they should also be well enough to partake in 
outdoor play and activities. We kindly ask that you do not 
ask teachers if children can stay inside as we do not have 
staff to supervise them. Children can of course bring in 
extra layers and teachers will ensure that these are worn. 
In circumstances such as specific medical needs eg those 
instructed by a doctor, permission to stay in and miss 
certain activities can be organised. However, in these 
instances, please send in a doctors letter for my attention 
or arrange a meeting with your child’s class teacher to 
discuss provision. Many thanks.

Polling station – school closure 2nd May 2019

We are sorry to inform you that Cottesmore will be 
closed on Thursday 2nd May as we have been requested 
to open as a polling station. We have requested that an 
alternative venue is used but this is not possible, 
therefore our hands are tied. Due to the fact that the 
public will have access to the school hall throughout the 
day, we are unable to guarantee the safety of children if 
onsite. We appreciate that this not ideal for many of you, 
especially those of you who work.  Many thanks for your 
support in this matter.

Notices

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/apolloproductions


MONDAY 25th  8.40am School reopens for pupils 
 Living eggs arriving in Reception 
 Fairtrade Fortnight

TUESDAY 26th  Year 3 Pavilion trip
 Year 2 Fire engine visit 

WEDNESDAY 27th  Swimming  Year 5 
 2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers
 Year 1 Pedestrian training 

THURSDAY 28th 

FRIDAY 1st March 

MONDAY 4th

TUESDAY 5th  Year 1 Pedestrian training 

WEDNESDAY 6th  Ash Wednesday
 Swimming  4 St Andrew / 3 St Patrick
 2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers –hall
 3pm School nurse drop in 

THURSDAY 7th  WORLD BOOK DAY
 Pm Hockey match Blatchington Mill School 

FRIDAY 8th 

Sunday 10th  Gala swimming session 

MONDAY 11th  2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers –hall
 Year 5 Bikeability Level 1

TUESDAY 12th  Y5 Bikeability Level 1 all week 
 Parents’ evening plus SEN consultations 3.20pm – 6pm (not year 6)

WEDNESDAY 13th  Swimming 4 St Andrew / 3 St Patrick
 Y5 Bikeability Level 12pm 
 4 St Andrew Soundmakers 


THURSDAY 14th  Y5 Bikeability Level 1
 Parents’ evening plus SEN consultations 3.20pm – 6.15pm


FRIDAY 15th 

MONDAY 18th  Cafod assembly 
 Dogs Trust year 3,4 & 5
 2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers –hall

TUESDAY 19th  Year 3 Architect workshop 
 Year 3, 4 , 5 Dogs Trust 
 Parents’ evening year 6 only 3.20-6pm 

WEDNESDAY 20th  Swimming  4 St Andrew / 3 St Patrick
 2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers –hall
 Swimming Gala 

THURSDAY 21st  Reception farm day 

Friday 22nd 

MONDAY 25th  2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers Concert –hall

TUESDAY 26th 

WEDNESDAY 27th  Swimming  4 St Andrew / 3 St Patrick
2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers –hall

THURSDAY 28th 

FRIDAY 29TH  KS1 Easter assembly – parents welcome

MONDAY 1ST APRIL  2pm 4 St Francis Soundmakers –hall

TUESDAY 2ND  1.30pm KS2 Easter production 3 St Joan, 4 St Andrew, 5 St Cecilia, 6 St Martin

WEDNESDAY 3RD  Swimming 4 St Andrew / 3 St Patrick
 2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers – Concert parents invited 

THURSDAY 4TH  Reception Drusillas trip 
 1.30pm KS2 Easter production 3 St Patrick, 4 St Francis, 5 St Stephen, 6 St Paul

FRIDAY 5TH  3.00pm School finishes for Easter holidays

EASTER HOLIDAYS Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April   










