
29th January 2021

Dear parents / carers

The Good Samaritan 
During a recent assembly, we talked about how Jesus chose to be 

baptised ith people ho ere t welcome in their own 

communities and that by doing this, He was giving the message 

that He wanted to be there for them. We spoke about how Jesus  
Baptism teaches us that Jesus, God, welcomes and values 

everybody. Whatever their background, whoever they are, 

whatever they do. I  toda s asse l , e further e plored ho  
we can show love to others. For example, those that society might 

not treat as well as others. We thought about how we can help 

people who many have turned their back on, just like Jesus did 

when he was baptised. I began by sharing the story of The Good 

Samaritan and we discussed how, unlike others, the Samaritan, did 

not walk past a person who had been left, injured, by the side of 

the road but instead stopped and took care of the person so that 

they could recover. 

It was my absolute pleasure to introduce 

Miley Porritt, a 23 year old, ex Cottesmore

pupil who has recently set up a project in 

Somerset that turns empty crisp packets into 

blankets for those living on the streets. A 

Good Sa arita  i  a tio . I joi ed 
Cottesmore 15 years ago as the Deputy Head 

and SENCo. Miley was one of the first children 

that I ever had the pleasure of  supporting in 

my SENCo role - a child who had faced adversity in his early years. 

Miley was supported, 1:1, by Mrs Leaney, who still works at the 

school. Throughout the years, the pair had a lovely bond and still 

speak of each other with such fondness. Equally, other staff who 

have been at the school, for the same length of time, still talk 

about Miley with many a memory and a fond smile on their face. 

My memories of Miley are vast but in short, he was a charismatic 

young boy, with a cheeky character, who relished guidance and 

reassurance. A young boy who had experienced and missed out on 

a  earl  ears hildhood thi gs that ould t e said of his 
peers. Miley wore his heart on his sleeve, needed support to 

regulate and was liked and enjoyed by others. Due to his spirit, 

Miley left school with good basic academic skills and many good 

memories himself. I recently came across Miley via Facebook, and, 

post discussing some of his experiences during recent years, was 

delighted to hear about how he was now able to use his voice, and 

time, to make a difference to others and how things in his own life 

seemed to be improving. Over the past couple of months, it has 

been an honour to hear of the young man that he has become, 

what he has put behind him and all that he has achieved and is 

doing. Miley has chosen the path he wants to follow and, as said 

a o e, I a  see a Good Sa arita  i  a tio . 
The following article was published on 13th November. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-54888102

A former homeless man has been turning empty crisp packets 

into insulated sleeping bag liners for rough sleepers.

Miley Porritt, 23, of Frome, Somerset, said he had two loves -

ironing and eating crisps. "Since lockdown I've set up my own 

ironing business so now I can put the two things together and do 

some good," he said. It takes about 150 packets to make one liner 

and they are sealed together using the heat from an iron. The foil 

in the packet would reflect a person's body heat back on to them to 

help keep them warm. Mr Porritt spent five years rough sleeping

and living in a YMCA hostel before getting his own flat in 

October. "When you're on the street staying warm and dry is really 

hard so these liners will make a difference and I want to give 

something back to the people who helped me," he said. "I love 

crisps so this is a great way to help others," he said. He also said he 

finds ironing "really satisfying" which "makes me a bit unusual".

Mr Porritt lived for a while at the YMCA in Mendip and a 

spokesperson for the charity called him "an inspiration".

"We are very proud of how far he has come and are glad to have 

been part of his journey so far," they said. "Miley has turned his life 

around and what is even more heartwarming is his determination 

to contribute and make a difference to other people's lives with his 

survival blankets.“ Mr Porritt has put a call out on his Iron Man 

Survival Blankets Facebook group asking crisp lovers everywhere to 

send empty washed packets to his business address so he could 

turn them into the liners. In less than a week he has had more than 

1,500 shares and hundreds of comments from people asking how 

they can get involved. One of the groups to have replied was the 

Blond Angels street team, which gives hot food, toiletries, clothing 

and sleeping bags to rough sleepers in greater Bristol, Bath and 

Gloucester. Kayleigh Gardner from the group,"These liners will 

prolong the life of the sleeping bags so we can help more people. 

Each bag takes about 80 years to decompose so we hope people 

will want to see the bags go to good use instead of landfill,“ 

Today, Miley spoke to the children about his project and shared 

how they can become involved. We shared a video of him taken 

from https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9053785/It-keeps-

homeless-warm-doesnt-cost-packet-Man-makes-blankets-CRISP-

packs.html which is a moving watch. If you would like to get 

involved, you can find out more via 

his Iro  a  sur i al la kets  
Facebook page. On this page, there is 

information regarding how you can use 

crisp packets to make strips that can be 

ironed together to make blankets. 

Miley is still receiving many empty crisp 

packets but would now prefer pre made 

strips or blankets, to be sent to him. Please do visit his Facebook 

page, which has clear tutorials, on what to do. Equally, if anyone 

has any business contacts or ideas of how Miley could be further 

supported, please do get in touch. Miley is someone who I believe 

has the potential to have a truly satisfying future but who would 

benefit from a mentor, in whatever form, just as many of us have 

been lucky enough to have for ourselves. I for one am hopeful 

about what the future might hold for Miley and look forward to 

remaining in contact and doing whatever is possible to help. 

Miley, we could not be prouder of you. It has been a pleasure to 

welcome you back to Cottesmore (via Zoom) and a privilege to 

hear your story. What a remarkable young man you are. 

Wishing you all a restful weekend. Rachel Breen, Headteacher

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-54888102
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9053785/It-keeps-homeless-warm-doesnt-cost-packet-Man-makes-blankets-CRISP-packs.html


Holocaust Memorial Day 
Each year, on 27th January, the UK marks 

Holocaust Memorial Day to remember the six 

million Jewish people who were persecuted 

and killed by the Nazis. This year's theme was 

the 'Light in the Darkness'. To mark this day, 

children in Year 6 designed poignant memorial 

flames in memory of all the people who lost 

their lives (thank you Gabriel Reeve for the 

image shared). Children also reflected on how they can light the 

way in the darkness with kindness and by giving hope to those 

who face suffering and persecution. 

Home learning 
Some parents have noted that they are finding it a challenge to 

complete a full day of home learning with their child. Please 

remember to put your families wellbeing first and note that you 

can only do what you can do - we know you are doing your best. 

If you are finding the full day overwhelming, we ask that you 

ideally prioritise Reading / Phonics / Writing / Maths. Children are 

invited to join the daily Zoom pit stops for extra support in these 

subjects. Regular wellbeing and physical activities are also 

encouraged. Children are also invited to join their class teacher 

for the morning Zoom welcome  to help support wellbeing and 

connection. Whilst we would like all children to receive a 

balanced diet of learning, the core subjects, noted above, are the 

ones where gaps are easier to be formed hence why we suggest 

focusing on these first. That said, there are so many benefits to be 

gained from Art, Music, exploration found in Science etc. It is 

equally important that your child enjoys their learning so, if there 

is a subject that they are particularly fond of, or talented in, this 

too will also help their wellbeing. A reminder that, if you have 

technology difficulties to please get in touch. Thank you so much 

for all that you are doing during this challenging time. You are 

doing a great job! 

Some highlights from this week are Emmie, from Reception, 

completing her Mr Buggy workout and Louie, also Reception, 

making a snail in the style of Matisse. Elena, Year 1, wrote a super 

non-fiction fact file about rabbits and then edited with a red pen 

just like in school. Rapha, also Year 1, used a lemon to create a 

repeated pattern by using patterns found in nature. Sophia B, 

Year 1, recorded herself singing her own lyrics to the tune of This 

Little Light of Mine  - this literally made me well up it was so 

delightful! Year 2 have been writing adverts for the dark. The 

children have come up with some excellent ideas and really 

showed off their writing skills. Mrs Tearle showed me some 

excellent examples from Joe and Michael. As an extra music 

activity, Mrs Tubb set Year 6 the challenge of learning Lean On 

Me. She received wonderful work back from Ben, Diego,  Flo and 

Matthew S and I was lucky enough to watch the recordings of Flo 

and Ben both playing the piano and was very impressive. Well 

done to all children, in every year, for all their home learning. 

Children’s Mental Health Week 

Next week is Childre s Me tal Health Week. This is an 

opportunity to shine a spotlight on the importance of children and 

ou g people s e tal health. This ear s the e is EXP‘ESS 
YOU‘SELF  a d we are encouraging children (and adults) to 

explore the different ways we can EXPRESS OURSELVES, and the 

creative ways that we can share our feelings, thoughts and 

ideas. Throughout the week, children will be taking part in a range 

of creative activities exploring the ways they can express 

themselves as finding creative ways to share their feelings, 

thoughts or ideas can help them to feel good about who they are. 

We hope that children will do this through art, music, writing, 

poetry, dance, drama  / any activities that they enjoy and make 

them feel good. Being able to express yourself is not about being 

the best at something or putting on a performance for others. It is 

about finding a way to show who you are, and how you see the 

world, that can help you feel good about yourself. To kick startthe

week,, e are aski g the hildre  to Dress to E press . We ould 
love on Monday 1st February for all children (in school and at 

home) to dress to express. We feel this is a great chance for the 

children to express themselves whilst bringing a bit of fun to home 

learning. They could wear their favourite colour or choose a range 

of colours that express how the re feeling. Colour can be very 

personal and mean different things to different people, so this is a 

great opportunity to encourage self-expression and celebrate a 

diverse range of emotions. The children can be as expressive and 

creative as they want - the more expressive, the better. We look 

forward to seeing all their expression on Seesaw and Zoom. 

Virtual School Library - The Girl Who Stole an 

Elephant
Oak National Academy and the National Literacy Trust have come 

together to launch a Virtual School Library to encourage children 

to keep reading during lockdown. Every week, a popular children's 

author will become the 'Author of the Week' and provide a free 

book or audiobook and exclusive videos and activities aimed at 

primary school children. The link to this has been added on your 

hild s Seesa  page. This week, the featured 

author is Nizrana Farook, who talks about 

her favourite character creations, offers 

exclusive activities and recommends her top 

reads to check out. The Girl Who Stole an 

Elephant is also available to read for free 

for a week. When on the page, scroll to the 

bottom of the page for a 10 minute audio 

reading of the book, or chose the option to 

read it on line yourself. 

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a 

gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through 

the jungle where revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. Will 

stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of 

everything for the intrepid gang? With themes of morality, 

friendship, teamwork and loyalty, this book will have wide appeal 

to middle grade readers as it incorporates tension and jeopardy in 

an exciting coming-of-age adventure. Age 9+


