
22nd January 2021

Dear parents / carers

God’s Light 
It as a pleasure to see so a  hildre  duri g this eek s so g 
pra ti e o  Tuesda  a d duri g toda s asse l . Tea hers ha e 
also relished seeing the children during their morning Zoom check 

ins, not to mention mid morning pit stops. Duri g last eek s 
assembly, we talked about how the Holy Spirit, God, was with 

Jesus during His baptism, in in the form of a dove. We talked 

about doves being a symbol of peace. Through God s lo e there is 
always a chance to make a fresh start and to find peace. We made 

a promise To share Jesus’ lo e ith oursel es and others. 
Today we thought a out God s light God s love). In the Bible, light 

is another symbol of the Holy Spirit. It is a symbol of kindness, 

knowledge, wisdom, grace and hope. We thought about how we 

all ha e God s light lo e  i  our hearts and how we can show 

God s lo e to oursel es a d others  ei g ki d, sho i g gra e, 
doing our best and being fair. Children thought about what the 

light of life means and explored why is it important to show love 

to others. For example, through fairness, equality and kindness. I 

talked about two women who, in my opinion, represent light. 

Kamala Harris and Amanda Gorman. I spoke about how these 

women have worked hard to make their dreams a reality and, in 

doing so, have given others hope (light). We talked about how that 

they hope to help make a better world. We talked about how 

they, and others that they work with, promote fairness and 

equality. We discussed how these women, and those they work 

with, talk about building bridges and how they talk about building 

a future based on love and respect. This is exactly what God asks.

We ended by thinking about how we can each use our light (gift / 

tale t  to help ake a differe e to the orld. Ho , ith God s 
guidance, can we show kindness and fairness in all that we do? 

How we can use our knowledge to make wise choices and stand 

up for what is right? 

Colour our emotions 
This week in EPR, the children, 

at home and at school, have 

been developing their emotional 

vocabulary and having a go at 

identifying their feelings. 

Children have produced some 

beautiful artwork showing the 

emotions they are feeling at the moment. Look at this super 

design with the added uplifting essage, Stars a t shi e ithout 
dark ess . A poig a t hild s essage to reflect upon. 

Message to Year 6 
As we approach the midway point of Year 6 hild s last ear of 
primary school, I can imagine that some of the children might be 

finding the current situation particularly challenging. We do not 

know when schools will reopen, nor in what capacity, but we 

imagine that it will be as soon as the infection rates lower. We 

do t et k o  he  larger groups a  o gregate for e e ts that, 
prior to Covid, we would have held for those in Year 6 but, when 

the time comes, we will provide them with a range of wonderful 

celebrations just as we did with the Year 6 cohort who left us last 

year. We will make it as memorable as possible. When it comes, 

we will also do all that we can to help every child in Year 6 receive 

a smooth transition from primary to secondary. SATS will no 

longer take place for those in Year 6 and the tests will be replaced 

with teacher assessment. Some of the children may have mixed 

feelings toward the cancellation of their SATS. Whilst test scores 

do t al a s sho  a hild s full pote tial, so e hildre  ight see 
it as a sha e that the  a t ele rate ho  u h the  ha e lear t 
through achieving whatever their results would have been. 

Equally, many will be delighted. The important thing is to remind 

the hildre  to fo us o  the fa t that the e do e their est a d 
worked their hardest. We know the children well and we know 

within what level they were working when last in school. On the 

hildre s retur  to s hool, e ill spe d ti e as ertai i g hat 
they know now and work to close any gaps that may have arisen. 

When transition to secondary school arises, we have no doubt that 

we will be able to pass accurate teacher assessment judgements 

that will be based on where they are at that moment in time, 

balanced with their trajectory of attainment based on previous 

assessment results held in school. We will continue to work 

together to make sure that their final year in school is as 

memorable as we can make it and one with such fanfare as with 

which they deserve. This Year 6 cohort has a bounty of talent and 

energy and it is a continued pleasure to watch them grow. We are 

so proud of how resilient, determined and motivated they 

continue to be, along with all children from all year groups. The 

same goes with all other children. We will work with them, and 

you, to ensure that they receive a smooth transition back into 

school, when the time comes, and do all that we can to ensure 

that any gaps that may have arisen are supported and addressed. 

We are missing all the children and are hopeful that we will get a 

chance to be with them soon. 

We hope that you are all being kind to yourself and remind you 

that we are always here should you ever need to talk. The sun is 

shining today and it certainly feels like spring is on the way.  

Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Reading support at home.
It is important to support your child reading 

at home, where possible, yet ideally as 

much as possible. Children should ideally 

read every day in order to improve their 

reading skills. Research shows that it is the 

most important thing you can do to help 

ensure your child progresses at school in all areas of the 

curriculum. Best of all, it can be a really fun way to spend some 

quality time together. To support your child as they read:

• e ourage them to use a story-telling voice. This helps them 

engage with the book and understand it better. 

• encourage them to talk about what they are reading. 

• ask your child questions about the story e.g. what will happen 

next, why did the author use that word? 

• ask your child about the characters e.g. why did they do that, 

what do you think they are feeling?

As well as your child reading, it is ideal if you can read regularly to 

your child. This creates a positive image of reading to children 

and gives them the opportunity to hear a more rich and varied 

vocabulary that they would not necessarily read themselves. The 

more your child reads at home, the easier they will find reading 

and the more they will enjoy it. Apart from helping with their 

overall learning and sense of achievement, a child that reads for 

pleasure is a child that progresses. There is a whole world of great 

books out there that your child can enjoy. There is a lot of 

information on the school website, under year group pages, that 

will help support with reading at home. There are reading lists of 

recommended books for each age group, reading at home guides, 

reading prompts and reading strategies. Some useful websites 

https://library.thenational.academy/ A virtual school library. 

Every week a popular children's author or illustrator will provide 

you with free books, exclusive videos and their top three 

recommended reads.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-

bedtime-stories A different story read each night.

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-

fun/storybooks-and-games/ Interactive books to read or watch. 

https://www.storylineonline.net/ Streams videos featuring 

ele rated a tors readi g hildre s books.

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen Access through Amazon 

audible where all stories are free to stream on your desktop, 

laptop, phone or tablet

https://www.harpercollinschildrensbooks.co.uk/listen-for-free/

Phonics support at home 
Phonics is one of the main ways that children are taught to read  

and as you know, reading opens doors for children.  Teachers in 

Reception and Year 1 are uploading daily phonics videos for your 

child to follow at home. It is our hope that they would be able to 

follow these independently. They are taught in the style of the 

program we use, which is called Read Write Inc. Read Write Inc

also has a YouTube channel. They upload different phonics 

lessons daily at 9.30am, and the link is live for 24 hours. Following 

this, the next sound is put up. We highly recommend using this 

resource. Year 2 children may also be assigned these videos on 

Seesaw to recap some sounds if needed, but anyone can access it 

if they would like to.

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/

Here is the link to their channel.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club, per bubble, will start on Monday.

Breakfast Club will begin at 8am and be charged 

at £3 per child. If you require a place, please 

email to confirm your requirements 

ruthyahiatene@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk. Breakfast club 

is no longer a drop in club and places need to be booked for each 

the half term in advance. Payments also needs to be received, for 

the full 5 half term weeks, in advance. If you require a place, 

please also ensure that the full payment has been paid into your 

ParentPay account. Should payment in advance be a challenge, 

please contact the school so that we can discuss support. Places 

for families registered as Free School Meals are still available free 

of charge. Children will need to arrive between 8am and 8.10am. 

The gate that runs parallel to the staff car park, from The Upper 

Drive onto the KS2 playground is the only one that will be open. 

Children will need to be brought to this entrance, with an adult, so 

that we can sign them in. Due to staffing capacity, this gate will 

close at 8.10am. As we do not have office capacity until 8.30am, 

should you arrive later than 8.10am, we apologise but you will 

have to wait, with your child until the start of day gates are 

opened at 8.40am and your pre-paid fee will be sadly be lost. 

Supporting mental health and wellbeing 
Please find a link to a webinar for parents on 

ways in which you can support mental health 

and well-being at home below. Mrs Mullans

has also sent out several Triple P guides with 

links to online session regarding parenting 

support. Parents / carers can also self-refer for 

parenting supporting via

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-

education/childcare-and-family-support/parenting-team

Webinar link -

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJuw5ZBJSyM&t=978s

Please also see the last two weeks newsletters for much more on 

supporting mental health and contact the school should you need. 

Family Learning online classes
BHCC s Adult a d Co u it  Lear i g courses have government 

funding from the Education and Skills Funding Agency. Courses 

currently being run, include: Building children's resilience, Building 

a tee ager s resilie e, Supporti g a hild ith a iet , Supporti g 
a teen with anxiety, Starting out with phonics, moving on with 

phonics, Helping your child with times tables and Maths – Keeping 

up with the children. All family learning classes are free to eligible 

learners. Priority will be given to learners with low qualifications 

(below L2) and on means tested benefits or low income.

To find out if you are eligible and/or to apply for a course please 

follow the link.

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/families-children-and-

learning/family-learning-online-classroom

Zoom 
The use of Zoom is going really well and we have received lots of 

positive feedback regarding the weekly song time and assembly, 

not to mention daily class welcomes and pit stops. One of the 

benefits has been the children being able to virtually see their 

classmates and friends. Some of the children, currently in school, 

have asked if they too can be seen on the Zoom by their peers.  Up 

until now, we have kept them off camera and only children at 

home have been seen. From next week, we would like all children 

in school to also be included on screen. As the vast majority have 

website permission, we will assume that this is not a problem. 

However, if your child is currently in school, and you do not wish 

for your them to appear on Zoom please let the class teacher 

know as soon as possible. 
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