
12th February 2021

Dear parents / carers

Superheroes
On Monday morning, BBC Radio Sussex got in touch with regards a 

feature they were hosting to mark 1 year since the first COVID 

cases started to emerge in our area. I was invited to speak due to 

the fact that our school became one of the first to face the 

situation of having people self-isolating because of the virus –
something that we all knew so little about at the time. They were 

hoping that I d e available to talk about how it felt at the time 

and what it feels like to look back knowing what we do now. 

Whilst I as t a aila le for this, it did get e thi ki g, espe ially 
as this week marks a year since I first wrote to you regarding 

Coronavirus. I would like to say a huge thank you for all your 

support over the year. Your kind words and emails have been so 

thankfully received. Thank you for all your home schooling efforts. 

You are all superheroes. We appreciate all of your new teaching 

skills and recognise how challenging it has been trying to 

homeschool differing ages, homeschool alongside working in your 

usual job or just homeschool children who are desperate to get 

back to their old routine. I would like to say a huge thank you to 

the staff team - it s ee  a differe t year to say the least. They 

have all be incredible and gone above and beyond in order to offer 

excellent provision for our children. However, the biggest thank 

you needs to go to all the children. Their perseverance, positivity 

and creativity has kept us all motivated. No children in history 

have ever had to learn in this way, using mainly only a screen, 

a ay fro  their frie ds, adjusti g  to hat they a  a d a t do 
on such a regular basis. What stars they have been. As ever, huge 

thanks goes out to all those working, in a range of roles for the 

NHS and those more vulnerable than ourselves. Many of our 

parents are spending hours  serving others in incredibly 

demanding jobs and we would like to say a huge thank you. 

This year has shown me how much we can all achieve. How 

resilient and courageous our children, and we, truly are. We 

should all be so proud of all that we have achieved. I hope you all 

take a rest from homeschooling  over half term in the hope that 

we will have the children back at school sooner rather than later, 

al ost a year o …

Let your light shine and share your love 
During assembly, we thought about the 

brilliant Captain Sir Tom Moore. Captain 

Sir Tom was born on 30th April 1920. His 

mother was a teacher and his father 

worked as a builder. As I  sure you 
know, Captain Sir Tom joined the British 

Army during WW2 and rose to the rank 

of captain. After the war, he took a job 

as a sales manager for a roofing company. After he retired, he 

needed treatment from the NHS for a broken hip. He was so 

thankful for the excellent treatment he received so, when we 

went into the first lockdown last year, he saw a chance to give 

something back. In April 2020, during the first national lockdown, 

Captain Sir Tom set himself a challenge to raise £1,000 for NHS 

charities by walking 100 laps of his garden before his 100th 

birthday.  He actually raised £33 million and achieved the Pride of 

Britain award. He was knighted / made a Sir and had many of his

drea s et. Captai  “ir To s ai  goal as ot to e fa ous 

but to raise awareness of the NHS. Through his courage and 

perseverance, at the age of 99, he united the nation. He was an 

inspiration to us all during difficult times and he showed us the 

triumph of the human spirit.  Captain Sir Tom is known to have 

said, O e s all soul like e o t ake u h differe e  ut 
how wrong he was. The children were encouraged to think about 

what he achieved and consider what they could do to make the 

world a better place or thank the NHS a year on? They thought 

about what they could take up in order to help others during Lent? 

Maybe they too can set themselves  a challenge to do something 

to raise awareness of something they care about? 

Safer Internet Day 
This week, we celebrated Safer 

Internet Day. A day where children are reminded how to keep safe 

online whilst enjoying and identifying all the positive things that 

the internet brings. Now, more than ever, this is vitally important 

for children. Connecting with each other through messaging apps, 

video calls, online games, videos, music and even our new day to 

day learning, all relies on us all understanding how best to operate 

online. The theme for this year was 'An internet we can trust; 

exploring reliability in the online world'. On Tuesday, children 

started the day with an assembly led by our Computing Teacher, 

Mrs Marchant. The assembly focused on how to identify fake news 

and misinformation and what we should do when we come across 

it. This included an exercise in knowing when to check or trust 

information, with adverts, pop-ups and chain messages being all 

part of the theme of misinformation. Reception to Year 3 

explored the story of Digi Duck the Detective, and learnt about 

clues that help us to spot misinformation and reliability of 

different websites. Through their activity, the children became 

digital detectives. In Years 4 to 6, children learnt how a selfie can 

easily be changed and edited, with so many apps offering so many 

filters. The children then had a go at taking their selfies and 

adding in filters, posting their original portrait and the new, edited 

version, helping them to see just how easily a photograph can be 

edited to reflect a different version of the truth. All children learnt 

about false information online. You can further  support them with 

this theme via a free parent guide from Safer Internet Centre

https://2simple.com/free-stuff/exploring-reliability-in-the-online-

world-parent-guide-free-download/

Chinese New Year 
Happy Chinese New Year. Children in Reception 

have enjoyed learning all about the Lunar New 

Year and 2021 being the Year of the Ox. The Ox,

in Chinese culture, is a hardworking zodiac sign.

It usually signifies movements so, hopefully, the 

world will egi  o i g agai …o ly he  safe to 
do so, obviously! 

Thank you again for all you have done to support your child with 

their home-schooling and thank you to them for not giving up. 

What great jobs you have all done. Wishing you all a restful half 

term. Rachel Breen, Headteacher

https://2simple.com/free-stuff/exploring-reliability-in-the-online-world-parent-guide-free-download/


Reporting Covid-19 cases during half term 
A reminder to continue to report positive Covid-19 cases, if your 

child has been attending school, during the forthcoming half 

term. It is vital that you continue to report any child positive cases 

to the school, even after the end of term. It is important  that 

you contact the school if your child becomes symptomatic 

within 48 hours of their last day in school if they go on to 

receive a positive test result within six days of the final day of 

teaching. The same applies to staff. Please note that you do not 

need to contact the school, during the holidays, if children 

become symptomatic more than 48 hours after their last day in 

school.  It is important that, where symptoms have come about 

within 48 hours of last being on site, a test is taken as soon as 

possible. It is also extremely important that we are told of any 

resulting positive cases immediately via email. The only email 

address to use / that will be checked is 

rachelbreen@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk. When emailing 

information, please include a phone number so that you can be 

called immediately. This will be checked every day at 8am and 

2pm. If a positive case is reported, we will need to follow the 

usual process. For example, contact PHE, ascertain who has been 

in contact, contact all those linked, share PHE guidance etc. 

Please ensure you check your PING accounts in order to access 

any shared information. Thank you in advance for your support 

and understanding.

BHCC School Travel Team – proposed changes 
We have been asked to make parents / 

carers aware that the council is now 

consulting on a series of travel and 

transport changes in the city. They note 

that they re seei g sig ifi a t ha ges 
to the ay people use the ity s streets. 
That more of us are walking and cycling 

for exercise and to get to work, school and other destinations. 

They identify that they have a strong instruction, and funding, 

from central government to make active travel an attractive 

option for short journeys, or as part of a longer journey. They 

have therefore developed proposals on four key routes in the 

city, which include existing temporary changes on Old Shoreham 

Road and the Seafront. Many schools are located within these key 

routes and they believe that parents, as well as staff, could 

benefit from the proposed schemes that support walking and 

cycling, linking to improved road safety and air quality. They 

would like to give everyone in the school communities an 

opportunity to have their say on those proposals. The council 

have asked us to share this information and you should have 

received all documents via ping earlier this week. If you would 

like to know more about this consultation  www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/onejourneybetter

Food support over half term 
We have some additional food vouchers for families who may be 

in need help £25 per child. We also have access to our own 

Cottesmore hardship fund. Please get in touch if you need 

anything at all as you are not alone and we are here to help. 

Please contact Anna Mullans if you require any support.

Supporting mental health and wellbeing 
Please find a link to a webinar for parents on ways in which you 

can support mental health and well-being at home.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJuw5ZBJSyM&t=978s

Please also see pre ious eeks  newsletters for much more on 

supporting mental health and contact the school should you 

need. We are here to listen and guide you to the right support. 

Plea for donations to support families with 

limited devices to access home learning
At present, we have lent out nearly 30 devices 

to families.  Of this number, we have lent out 

12 laptops we received from the Department for 

Education and the rest of the devices have come 

from school resources. It is our understanding 

that we have provided a device to all the families in most need.  

Based on the information we have received, we provided a device 

using the following priorities for families:

- No device

- Only a phone to access home learning

- Multiple [ie more than 2] children sharing a device

We believe that we reached every family in these situations but if 

you are still experiencing problems, please contact 

catherinemcloughlin@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk

Whilst we are very pleased to have been in a position to lend out 

devices when they were so desperately needed, we would like to 

continue to extend our offer of support and have been very 

grateful to have received offers from some families offering to 

donate no-longer used computers to school.  Similarly, some 

families have offered make financial donations that could used to 

buy further technology.  We would like to put out a school wide 

plea for any no-longer used laptops to be donated to school.  If 

you have any unused devices that you would be happy to donate, 

we would be very grateful indeed.  Before donating to school, 

please ensure personal data, photos, documents etc. are cleared.   

We have a school technician who will prepare devices for loan and 

wipe any remaining data off a donated laptop, so that it could be 

used by a family who really needs it.  Alternatively, if you would 

like to further support less fortunate families who have limited 

access to technology, you could make a financial donation to the 

school hardship fund.  If you kindly choose to make a donation, 

please use the details below.

The PTA account:

Name: COTTESMORE ST MARYS RC PRIMARY PTA

Account number: 61084992

Sort code: 402503

Many thanks in advance, for any contributions.

Cornerstone Food Hub 
Saturdays 2pm - 4pm: Free food and toiletries to all living in BN3

Cornerstone Community Centre in Hove (corner of First Avenue 

and Church Road) has been awarded a substantial grant by BHCC 

to open up a pop up food hub for the next 8 weeks, to give away 

food and toiletries to families who are finding this third lockdown 

tough. This money has come via a covid winter funding grant from 

central government and must be spent by the end of March. They 

are totally run by volunteers, many of whom are furloughed 

themselves. Please come along for a bag of food (tinned goods, 

fresh eggs, fruit and vegetables) and toiletries from 2pm – 4pm on 

Saturdays during February and March. Refreshments are also 

being served. No referrals or proof of income needed. This is for 

everyone in the local community. Please wear a face mask and 

enter the garden via First Avenue .

Collecting crisp packets 
You may remember that an ex Cottesmore pupil 

recently spoke to the children about his project 

and shared how they can become involved. If you 

would like to get involved, you can find out more 

ia the Iro  Ma  “ur i al Bla kets  Facebook 

page. On this page, there is information regarding 

how you can use crisp packets to make strips that can be ironed 

together to make blankets. The page has clear tutorials, on what 

to do and how to make them. We are using Cottesmore as a 

collection point for any pre made strips (or blankets). 

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/onejourneybetter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJuw5ZBJSyM&t=978s
mailto:catherinemcloughlin@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk

