
3rd March 2021

Dear parents / carers

Good Samaritan Lent Challenge
We are hoping that children have now thought about their Lenten 

promises of fasting, prayer, almsgiving and confession – changes 

they a  ake i  order to gro  i  God s lo e ut also so they a  
show Jesus to others through the choices they make. This week, in 

additio  to se di g a What is Le t?  do u e t for fa ilies, e 
have also sent our Cottesmore Good Samaritan Lent Challenge. 

This document gives children / families ideas of ways in which 

they can carry out a daily act of kindness. As usual, we are 

collecting for the Hangleton and Knoll Foodbank. Please 

remember that we have a collection box for this, all year round, in 

by the office window or in the KS2 shelter. It would be super if you 

could drop off any dried items, toiletries or tinned goods. We will 

be providing a Stations of the Cross booklet for family use during 

Holy Week. In the meantime, do visit the Catholic Life section of 

the school website for further inspiration and support. Lent might 

also be a time when those who have refrained from attending 

mass, physically or virtually due to Covid-19, decide to revisit 

Sunday Mass – please see the flyer from our Diocese below.  

Wishing you a Lent full of reflection and promise. 

Choose the World You Want
For Fairtrade producers, the climate crisis 

is a big challenge. This, mixed with low 

prices for crops, can mean that they are 

struggling. Fairtrade gives these producers a higher income so 

they can meet their everyday needs whilst dealing with the 

challenges of climate change. During the last two weeks, children 

have been marking Fairtrade Fortnight through work posted on 

Seesaw. One way they became involved was by sharing their 

vision of the world they want for farmers and workers worldwide 

and the planet we share. Children considered choosing respect, 

plastic free oceans, education for all, fair pay for farmers or 

diverse and protected wildlife. They were encouraged to create 

their future vision for the world. Please email any final responses 

to katewilkinson@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk by Monday 

8th March so that we can share a sample. 

A few links to help you get started Choose the World You Want. 

Choose Fairtrade:

https://video.link/w/IKQTb

• Fairtrade Website: 
https://schools.fairtrade.org.uk/take-action/fairtrade-fortnight-2021/

Inspired by this Fortnight, we hope that you may decide to switch 

to buying Fairtrade products as part of your Lenten Promise.  

National Bird Week 
Before half term, Year 3 and 6 made bird feeders in Forest School 

in response to National Bird Week. Several children in Year 1 and 2 

also made them at home. Year 1 also created owl collages with 

items they can found in the house or garden. Its lovely to see so 

many more birds out and about now Spring is upon us. 

Portraits Year 6 have been learning about portraits during 

their Art lessons. Thanks to Massi and those in school

for their images. 

The wonderful Mrs White 
Mrs White (Year 3 TA), will be taking early retirement at the end of 

March. She is looking forward to spending more time with her 

partner and family and will enjoy spending extra time developing 

her garden and doing all of the things that we have been unable to 

do for so long. Mrs White has been at the school for 26 years and I 

for one, do not know it without her. She is part of the structure 

and has had such a positive impact on so many of our young 

children and their families. Mrs White has always embraced 

whatever has come her way and always worked to such a high 

standard. She has consistently brought energy and enthusiasm, 

alongside compassion and nature. During her amazing service, 

Mrs White has carried out a range of roles including 1:1 TA, class 

TA, Grade C teacher cover, MDSA and Playleader, LSS support 

teacher, Breakfast club lead, not to mention using her superb 

acting and dancing skills to choreograph parts of different 

productions and Masses. Mrs White is always game for anything 

and always first to offer her time to join the children in whatever is 

in their best interest for example, she is always first to volunteer 

to help on a residential trip. As for her dressing up, Mrs White 

hands down wins the prize for most creative outfits especially 

when becoming Queen Elizabeth for some drama hot seating. As a 

keen participant in amateur dramatics, Mrs White always 

embodied whichever role she was playing perfectly. Mrs White 

notes that she will miss the school and her work colleagues very, 

very much, but above all she identifies that she shall miss the 

children just as we, and they will certainly miss her. A huge thank 

you Mrs White for your incredible dedication to the school and for 

making a difference to so many lives. We wish you well and hope 

that you will stay in touch. What a star you have been. 

We are really looking forward to welcoming the children back on 

Monday. It will be an absolute pleasure to have the whole school 

community back together again. Please remind children that we 

are always here for anything they might need. Thank you again 

for all you have done to support your child with their home-

schooling. What great jobs you have done. You made it - spring is 

here and school is back! Wishing you all a weekend full of 

optimism and sunshine. Rachel Breen, Headteacher

https://video.link/w/IKQTb
https://schools.fairtrade.org.uk/take-action/fairtrade-fortnight-2021/


Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club, per bubble, begins at 8am, charged at £3 per 

child. If you require a place, please email 

ruthyahiatene@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk to confirm your 

requirements eg days or dates. Breakfast club is no longer a drop 

in club and places need to be booked for each the half term in 

advance. You can start anytime. Payments also needs to be 

received, for the full half term weeks, in advance. Places for 

families registered as Free School Meals (due to lower income) 

are still available free of charge. We are unable to offer flexible 

arrival times so please arrive between 8am and 8.10am. The gate 

that runs parallel to the staff car park, from The Upper Drive onto 

the KS2 playground is the only one that will be open. Children will 

need to be brought to this entrance, with an adult, so that Mr

Clarke can sign them in. This gate will close at 8.10am.

The Outdoors Project clubs / Easter holiday 
The Outdoors Project will begin bubble clubs after the Easter 

holidays. They are currently planning to operate an Easter holiday 

club, details of which have already been sent to you. They are 

now  taking bookings and places will be offered on a first come, 

first served basis. If you are a family of low income / financial 

challenge but would still like your child to attend some sessions, 

please get in touch so we can see if we are able to support in 

some way. Please visit their website for further information.  

EASTER HOLIDAY CLUB ACTIVITIES

Book for just a day or as many days as you like,  

o t o days are e er the sa e.  They ll e tired. 
They ll pro a ly e dirty. They'll defi itely e 
happy. TIME: 10am – 3pm  PRICE:  £32.00  

AGE:   5 (Year 1) – 11. 

www.theoutdoorsproject.co.uk/brighton

Starfish after school club until 6pm
Starfish are delighted to be returning to Cottesmore once more 

but before we can reopen the club, it's vital for us to know how 

many children will be attending each day so we can not only plan 

the bubbles and staffing but also make sure there are enough 

bookings for us to be able to open at all! So if you could all let me 

know by email to - info@starfishkidsclub.co.uk with which days 

your children will be attending Starfish and I will book them in for 

you. Before lockdown we were only open on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays due to low numbers on 

Tuesdays/Fridays. This will likely still be the case unless there are 

many more booking requests for those days. Feel free to give me 

a call with any queries on 07941525291 Thanks in advance for 

your cooperation. If you've not booked sessions with us 

previously then please head

to https://starfishkidsclub.magicbooking.co.uk to create an 

account. We can't wait to welcome you and your children back to 

Starfish.Kindest regards, Paul and the Starfish team.

Attendance
All children are expected to return to school full time. We will 

work closely with families who have lower levels of attendance. 

Post their return, if your child is unwell, for any reason, please 

record their absence via the StudyBug app as per usual school 

policy. We promote this method of absence recording but, should 

this be a problem, please call the school office between 8.30am 

and 9am or send an email. It is vital that any child showing 

symptoms of COVID-19, no matter how mild, must stay at home. 

These are a new continuous cough, a high temperature or a loss 

of, or change in, your normal senses of taste or smell. Any child 

reporting any of these will be sent home immediately. Children 

who have been in contact with a positive case must also isolate 

for 10 days. 

When to isolate
A reminder that any child showing signs or symptoms, must be 

kept at home and self-isolate, as per Government guidance. We 

ask that families obtain a test result as soon as possible. Other 

members of their household (including any siblings and members 

of their support or childcare bubble if they have one) should self-

isolate. Their isolation period includes the day symptoms started 

for the first person in their household for the next 10 full days 

(unless a negative test). A reminder that pupils must not come 

into the school if they have one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) 

symptoms - a new and continuous cough or a high temperature, 

or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell 

(anosmia), a member of their household (including someone in 

their support bubble or childcare bubble if they have one) has 

coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, they are required to 

quarantine having recently visited countries outside the Common 

Travel Area or they have had a positive test. Close contact means: 

anyone who lives in the same household as someone with 

coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or who has tested positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19), anyone who has had any of the following 

types of contact with someone who has tested positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19) with a PCR or LFD test: face-to-face 

contact including being coughed on or having a face-to face 

conversation within 1 metre, been within 1 metre for 1 minute or 

longer without face-to-face contact, been within 2 metres of 

someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off contact, or 

added up together over one day) or travelled in the same vehicle. 

We ask that families engage with the NHS Track and Trace app. 

Wellbeing 
Some children may struggle returning to a 

structured school environment after so much 

time off. Please rest assured that we have planned a range of 

transition and wellbeing lessons. We will also carry out a range of 

daily activities in addition to our usual positive affirmations, 

meditation, prayer, use of worry box etc. There are also a range of 

tools to support wellbeing on the school website. The first two 

weeks in school will be devoted to transition and then, in 

following weeks, other transition and wellbeing work will be 

o e  i to the s hool day. Please o ta t your hild s lass 
tea her of you ould like to fi d out ore or dis uss your hild s 
transition. If you feel your child would benefit from any further 

wellbeing support, please contact Anna Mullans.

Battle of the Bands / TTRS
This week, children from Years 2 to 6 have been involved in a 

Battle of the Bands competition. Each child has been trying to play 

as many games as possible and earn points, for each correct 

answer, for their year group. Highlighted are the year group 

winners and the 3 most valuable players from each class. Well 

done to all players. 

2 St Claire  
 

Maria, Oliwia, Abraham  

vs  

  

2 St Bernadette  
 

Eva, Zach and Lucas 

3 St Joan  
 

Wynnifred, Zephaniah  

3 St Patrick 
 

Zoe,  Silvia, Kobe 

4 St Andrew  
 

Teresa, Katie, Jessica 

4 St Francis  
 

Leni, Chrysa, Holly 

5 St Stephen 
 

Oliver, Leo, Phoebe  

5 St Cecilia  
 

Samuel, Isaac, Hazel 

6 St Paul  
  

Olivia S, Kayce, Olivia H 

6 St Martin  
 

Matthew L, Gina, Nia 

 

mailto:ruthyahiatene@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk
http://www.theoutdoorsproject.co.uk/brighton
mailto:info@starfishkidsclub.co.uk
tel:+447941525291
https://starfishkidsclub.magicbooking.co.uk/


MONDAY 8th  International Womens Day Science week  9.15am Zoom Held By Mrs Breen Whole School Welcome (assembely will be every Monday at 2.15pm moving forward)  3pm – 6pm Starfish club 

TUESDAY 9th

WEDNESDAY 10th  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

THURSDAY 11th  Forest School – Year 1 St Catherine am Forest School – Year 2 St Bernadette pm 3pm – 6pm Starfish club

FRIDAY 12th  Science Day in class Reception Forest School  2.15pm Zoom Celebration Assembly (this will remain at the same time every week) 

MONDAY 15th  Incubator and eggs coming to Reception for the next two weeks 3pm – 6pm Starfish club

TUESDAY 16th

WEDNESDAY 17th  St Patri k s Day 3pm – 6pm Starfish club

THURSDAY 18th  18th Forest School – Year 1 St Peter am  18th Forest School – Year 2 St Claire pm  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

Friday 19th  Reception Forest School 

MONDAY 22nd  World Water Day Annunciation of the Lord  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

TUESDAY 23rd  School Nurse Reception Hearing and Sights Screening

WEDNESDAY 24th  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

THURSDAY 25th  9.15am Zoom assembly to say goodbye to Mrs White and Mrs Clifton  25th  Forest School – Year 1 St Catherine am  25th Forest School – Year 3 St Joan pm  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

FRIDAY 26TH  Reception Forest School 

MONDAY 29th  Easter class liturgies in Forest School 3pm – 6pm Starfish club

TUESDAY 30th  World Autism Awareness Week at School Parent Consultation meetings and SEN meetings 3.15pm – 6pm cancelled (moved to 4th May)

WEDNESDAY 31st  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

THURSDAY 1st  Parent Consultation meetings and SEN meetings 3.15pm – 6pm canecelled (moved to 6th May)  9.15am Leaving Zoom assembly for Mrs White and Mrs Clifton. Dress up day to celebrate their love of fancy dress. Dress in your 

wildest fancy dress outfit or as colourful as possible.  Breaktime - Ice cream van coming to school. Ice cream for every child (thank you PTA) to celebrate their return to school and also 

Mrs White s departutre after 26 years.  Forest School – Year 1 St Peter am  Forest School – Year 3 St Patrick pm  3pm – 6pm Starfish club End of term – Easter Holidays

FRIDAY 2nd  Good Friday – school closed 

EASTER HOLIDAYS Monday 5th April – Monday 19th April   

Outdoror Project Eatser school all holiday 

MONDAY 19th  Summer Term - School reopens for pupils  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

TUESDAY 20th

WEDNESDAY 21st  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

THURSDAY 22nd  Forest School – Year 1 St Catherine am  Forest School – Year 5 St Stephen pm  3pm – 6pm Starfish club

FRIDAY 23rd  Reception Forest School 


