
20th September 2019 

Dear parents / carers

Fabulous PTA
A huge, huge, huge thank you to all 

parents who were able to volunteer 

and help at the Advent Fair last Friday and extra thanks to 

all of those who worked behind the scenes in order to 

organise the event. I appreciate that time is very precious 

and that many parents are juggling both work and childcare 

so it really is appreciated. Thanks to everyone who helped 

out, in whatever way possible, we were able to offer a fun 

family event that also raised funds for the school. I believe 

that over £1000 was raised, possibly more – we are just 

waiting for the final figure. Money raised will go towards 

extra resources for our Forest School area which promotes 

a love of outdoor learning. As of January, every class will 

receive half termly outdoor sessions, linked to their class 

topic. 

Thanks to the many families who came to support us, your 

generous spending was appreciated. The great turn out 

meant that the fair was rather packed so next year we will 

open extra rooms so that it is a little less congested. 

Children enjoyed a range of stalls and parents no doubt 

enjoyed getting some early Christmas presents – I for one 

did a great job stocking up! The Choir opened festivities 

with renditions from their fantastic Brighton Centre 

performance. Thank you to all children for joining us and for 

then singing so beautifully at the Brighton Centre on 

Monday. 

Thank you Wild Heart grocers 
Thank you to Wild Heart, an organic grocers along Portland 

Road, for kindly donating our school Christmas tree and 

thanks to the parents who decorated it. If you are choosing 

a tree this weekend, do pop along and check out Wild 

Heart s sele tio . They also sto k lots of lo ely lo al 
produce so you could possibly pick up some other gifts too. 

Children making a difference 
Thank you to The Eco Committee who made and sold gift 

tags using old Christmas cards to promote recycling. 

Particular thanks to Beatrice and Juliet for running the stall 

so enthusiastically. The Fairtrade Committee made and 

decorated chocolate rice crispy cakes using Fairtrade 

chocolate. These also sold quickly and were delicious.  

Again, special thanks to Oscar for running the stall so 

diligently. 

An Eco Friendly Christmas at Cottesmore

Earlier this week, the Eco Committee met to discuss how 

Cottesmore could further reduce paper and plastic waste 

at this time of year. The committee suggested that, as a 

whole school, we would encourage each other to consider 

not sending individual Christmas cards to one another 

(staff and pupils) or to send less. Instead, the children 

thought that it would be fun to send the parallel year 

group a Christmas card to display in their class. For 

example, Year 5 St Cecilia would make and sign one as a 

whole class for St Stephen. This would mean that only 14 

cards, using scrap and recycled coloured card from the 

classroom, would be made as opposed to potentially over 

400 cards. Obviously children may already have bought 

Christmas cards so please do send them in if so, this is 

purely a suggestion. Children also considered what 

crackers consist of (paper and plastic) and how the items 

are only enjoyed for a short period. They discussed not 

having crackers at the Christmas lunch and felt that we 

could reduce this waste by just enjoying the meal and time 

spent together instead. Staff will of course continue to 

decorate tables using reusable items that we already have. 

Thank you for your support in helping Cottesmore create a 

waste free environment at Christmas. From the Eco 

Committee, we wish you all a very merry Christmas! 

Serving the Community
Every Wednesday morning, at playtime, a group of Year 4 

and 5 children can be found enthusiastically creating tasty 

sandwiches for the soup kit he  at Off the Fe e , a lo al 
homeless charity. We are very proud of our children for 

giving up their own time to serve the community in this 

special way. This project runs all year and the children are 

committed to making a difference to the lives of others -

something we can all consider during this period of 

Advent. Please also remember that we have a collection 

box for our local Food Bank in the entrance hall by the 

office. Please place any donations you wish to be passed 

on in the blue box. 

Have a wonderful weekend no doubt decorating homes and 

enjoying Advent themed activities.  I for one am looking 

forward to taking my little one to meet Father Christmas –
can t wait! 
Rachel Breen, Headteacher. 



KS2 Carol Service – Thursday 12th 6pm
KS2 will be holding their Christmas Carol Service on Thursday 

12th December at 6pm.. All children will need to be at school by 

5.50pm for the 6.00pm start. Children should enter via Radinden

Manor and make their way to their own classrooms where their 

teacher will be waiting for them. At the end of the concert, 

children will return to their classes where they can then be 

signed out. Entrance and exit will only be via Radinden Manor 

gates and these will be open from 5.40pm. The main office will 

be closed and the front of the school will be locked. We ask that 

all children wear warm clothes and a warm coat. Children may 

also wish to wear thermals, a hat and warm gloves. If there is 

heavy rain, the event will move inside but, due to space issues, 

will take the form of a basic, standing, sing along without 

tableau. The PTA will be serving refreshments (mulled wine and 

mince pies) beforehand and the retiring collection will be 

donated to Cafod and our Anti-Freeze collection.

Christmas Dinners 
Christmas Dinner for the children in Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2 will be on Thursday 12th December. Years 3 – 6 is on 

Friday 13th. All will automatically have a Christmas dinner unless 

you send children to school with a packed lunch. On Friday 13th 

December, when children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 have their 

Christmas Dinner, there will be n

o hot dinners available for KS1 children. We ask that you 

provide a packed lunch from home on this day, or order a school 

packed lunch but this is by pre-order only. 

Admissions Policy  - Consultation of Changes 
At a meeting of the Admissions Committee on 22nd 

October 2019, it was decided that Cottesmore St Mary 

intends to change the admissions policy to Model 1 for the 

school year 2021/2022. The draft copy of the proposed 

2021-2022 Admissions Policy and Supplementary 

Information Form, along with the formal notice, has been 

added to our s hool s e site. Please do take a moment to 

review it. Many thanks. 

Wellies and waterproofs needed 
We welcome any wellington boots and 

waterproof all in ones or jackets and trousers, 

for any ages or sizes (Reception to Year 6), for 

our Forest School work. Many thanks.

Nut free school 
Please remember that we are a nut 

free school. Nuts, in their original 

form, or any products / bars

containing nuts are not permitted either as snacks or as 

part of packed lunches. Many thanks.

Notices

R St Christopher - Trinity

R St Jude - Clara

1 St Catherine – Abe

1 St Peter – Keegan

2 St Bernadette – Thomas

2 St Claire – Johan

3 St Joan – Noah

3 St Patrick – Jamie

4 St Andrew – Rafferty

4 St Francis – Leo

5 St Cecilia – Jack

5 St Stephen – Jake

6 St Martin – Coco

6 St Paul – Amelia 

R St Christopher - Artie

R St Jude - Raphy

1 St Catherine - Eduardo

1 St Peter – Marla

2 St Bernadette – Mikel

2 St Claire - Rhona

3 St Joan – Chrysa

3 St Patrick – Alan

4 St Andrew – Marianna B

4 St Francis – Maja J

5 St Cecilia – Evie P

5 St Stephen – Finley

6 St Martin – Finlay

6 St Paul – John



2019 / 2020 Dates 

MONDAY 9h •
TUESDAY 10th •
WEDNESDAY 11th •
THURSDAY 12th • 6pm KS2 Christmas Carols – all KS2 classes  (if wet, this will take place in the hall)

• KS1 Christmas dinner 

FRIDAY 13th • KS2 Christmas dinner 

MONDAY 16th •
TUESDAY 17th  9.20am KS1 Nativity. R St Jude, 1 St Peter and 2 St Claire – parents welcome 

WEDNESDAY 18th  9.20am KS1 Nativity. R St C, 1 St Catherine and 2 St Bernadette – parents welcome 

THURSDAY 19th • 1pm Father Christmas and KS1 class parties. KS2 disco 

• School finishes for Christmas holidays 

FRIDAY 20th • Inset Day – School Closed

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  23rd DECEMBER – 6th JANUARY 2020

JANUARY 2020 2020 = A YEA‘ OF THE WO‘D THE GOD WHO SPEAKS TO ME  
MONDAY 6th  Pupils return for the Spring term

TUESDAY 7th 
WEDNESDAY 8th 
THURSDAY 9th  9.15am Reception new intake tours 2020 / 2021 3.15pm Year 6 SATs meeting for parents - 6 St Martin classroom (childcare provided) 

FRIDAY 10th 
MONDAY 13th  Baptism of the Lord assembly 

TUESDAY 14th  Year 1 topic day - Owls

WEDNESDAY 15th  Closing date to Local Authority for applications for 2020 / 2021 Reception  Year 5 and 6 Indoor Athlectics competition 

THURSDAY 16th 
FRIDAY 17th •

MONDAY 20th • Chinese New Year assembly 

TUESDAY 21st • Year 5 topic day – Mayans 

WEDNESDAY 22nd 
THURSDAY 23rd  9.15am Year 1 and Year 5 Reconciliation Service – parents welcome 25 spaces for parking 

available. Contact the school office to reserve. 3.15pm Year 2 SATs meeting for parents - St Claire s lassroo   hild are pro ided
FRIDAY 24th 
MONDAY  27th •
TUESDAY 28th •
WEDNESDAY 29th 
THURSDAY 30th • 9.15am Reception and Year 6 Reconciliation Service – parents welcome 25 spaces for 

parking available. Contact the school office to reserve.

FRIDAY  31st •
FEBRUARY

MONDAY 3rd • Presentation of the Lord assembly 

• Reception Bikeability Balance 

TUESDAY 4th • Reception Bikeability Balance 

• Netball Skills Festival 3pm – 4.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 5th  Reception Bikeability Balance Young Voices choir to O2

THURSDAY 6th  Reception Bikeability Balance 9.15am Year 2, 3 and 4 Reconciliation Service – parents welcome 25 spaces for parking 

available. Contact the school office to reserve. 3.15pm Year 5 Blacklands Farm Meeting – 5 St Stephen classroom (childcare provided)  3.15pm Year 6 PGL meeting – 6 St Martin classroom (childcare provided)

FRIDAY 7th 
MONDAY 10th  E-Safety Week 

TUESDAY 11th  World day of the sick

WEDNESDAY 12th 
THURSDAY 13th 
FRIDAY 14th  Random Act of Kindness Day 

HALF TERM MONDAY 17th – FRIDAY 21st FEBRUARY

LENT


