
20th September 2019 

Dear parents / carers

Remembrance
This week, in assembly, we thought about

the approaching Remembrance Sunday

and Armistice Day. These two days give us

the opportunity to reflect not only on the many millions who have

fought for us over the years, but also what they fought for.

November 11th, also known as Armistice Day, will mark 101 years

since the end of the First World War and, as a school, we will be

holding 2 minutes silence. Whilst we pray continually for peace,

war remains a reality too many have come to know.

Holy Souls
As Catholics we believe that death is

not the end. November is dedicated

to the Holy Souls in Heaven. Children

have been thinking of loved ones in

Heaven and writing their names on

our Remembrance Tree. If you would like to come and write a

loved ones name, please come via the office. We will be offering

prayers for all Holy Souls throughout the month.

Saint Newman
Prior to All Souls’ Feast Day, we ele rated All 
Sai ts’ Day. O  this day, we re e er the sai ts 
in history. At school we have taught the children 

about John Henry Newman, Cardinal Newman, 

who was recently canonised to became Saint 

Newman. Newman was born in 1801. He studied before going on 

to become an Anglican priest, and a leading theologian, before his 

conversion to Catholicism in 1845. Late in Newman's life, he was 

made a Cardinal. Newman died in 1890. Newman is very well 

known in the Church as a theologian, a teacher and an 

educationalist but he was also a priest and a pastor. He visited the 

sick, the imprisoned, and showed great human qualities of care 

and friendship. The Vatican must authenticate two miracles to 

declare someone a saint. More recently, Newman has been 

credited with curing a man's spinal disease and a woman's 

unstoppable bleeding. We look to Saint Newman and hope to 

show our great qualities of care and friendship over the coming 

months. 

PTA – important dates 
A reminder that we have a PTA meeting, at school, this Monday 

11th at 7pm. We hope to welcome many of you, as we discuss  

ways to raise money to further improve the school whilst also 

offering events for all the family. 

Please note that there will be an Advent Fair on Friday 29th 

November 3pm – 5pm in the school hall. All volunteers very 

welcome. We are opening the event to parents/carers who would 

like a stall at the event. We would also like your used toys and 

books (no teddies please!) as well as tombola items such as bottles 

of drink, sweets, chocolates and toiletries. Drop off dates and 

times will be announced soon. If you would like a stall at the fair , 

have ideas for the event or you are able to give up 30 minutes of 

your time to help set up, run a stall or clear up at the end, then 

please come to the PTA meeting on Monday 11th November at 

7pm or email theresasimpson@outlook.com

Black History 
October marked UK Black History 

Month, the annual commemoration 

of the history, achievements and 

contributions of black people to the social, political, 

economic and cultural development of the UK. For the 

whole month, events celebrating and preserving African 

and Caribbean cultures and histories took place up and 

down the country. Children at Cottesmore, enjoyed 

workshops that focused on the struggles and 

achievements of historic and contemporary black women 

from the past 250 years. Through focusing on lesser-

known figures, children learnt how the actions of 

inspirational black British women have shaped our history. 

These workshops complimented sessions that explored 

historical and modern black heroes and where children 

considered what being a 'hero' meant to them. 

Some children and I have been discussing discrimination 

that sadly still occurs today and the children have many 

questions about why racism still exists. Some children and 

I are forming a working party to look at less obvious forms 

of discrimination and ways in which we can f=educate 

children, and adults, further. If you would like to join our 

working party, adults, please get in touch with me via the 

school office. 

Gold School Games Mark, Gold Healthy Choice 

Award, SMILE Project Award and Healthy 

School Award. 
We are proud to say that we are one of six schools that 

have achieved all three Brighton and Hove Healthy school 

award’s for 2018/2019. We have achieved the Gold School 

Games Mark, the Gold Healthy Choice Award (for 

Breakfast Club) and the SMILE project award. These 

awards recognise our contribution to deliver in the three 

areas of sport and physical activity, mental health, and 

healthy food. Due to this, we will also receive an overall 

Brighton and Hove Healthy School award. Thank you to all 

adults who have contributed to making this possible. We 

are very proud. 

Beat Goes On
Year 1 are part of a very 

exciting project that links 

music and literacy. Recently, 

they have enjoyed a workshop that introduced 

the body as a percussive instrument that can be used for 

stomping, clapping and everything in-between! Children 

then created poetry in small groups. They explored pulse, 

rhythm, meter, musical rests and syncopation, building 

confidence with verbal literacy and music as they went.

Have a restful weekend and keeping all families who have 

recently experienced loss, in our prayers. Rachel Breen, 

Headteacher. 

mailto:theresasimpson@outlook.com


Tours for Prospective Reception children 
We are holding tours for the parents of prospective 

Reception children, joining September 2020, on 

• Wednesday 13th November at 9.15am

• Thursday 14th and 21st November at 9.15am 

• Saturday 16th November at 9.30am 

• Tuesday 3rd December at 9.15am

Please spread the word as we would like as many families, 

as possible, to attend. Schools receive funding per child so 

it is vital that every place is always taken. Please 

encourage any new families that you know to take the 

time to visit Cottesmore and find out more about us and 

keep spreading positive news about the school with those 

you know.  Anyone wishing to attend needs to contact 

the school office to reserve a place.

Venue for Polling 
Thank you to all involved for campaigning 

that our school is no longer be used as a 

Polling Station. I believe that the venue

is being moved to Hove Park. For more 

information, please follow 

www.brightonandhovenews.org/2019/10/07/five-

schools-no-longer-have-to-close-for-election-day/

Reception Welcome Disco
Friday 15th November 2019. 

4.30pm - 5.45pm. This is a free 

event to welcome our new 

Reception children, their 

parents/carers and siblings. There will be a tuck shop selling 

refreshments with all proceeds going to the Cottesmore St 

Mary PTA. Please reserve your place online at 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/socsevents by Thursday 14th 

November 2019. We will not be able to accept late 

submissions due to the safeguarding measures in place for 

your children. Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Flu Vaccinations
The Immunisation Team will be coming 

into school on Thursday 5th December to 

administer the flu nasal spray vaccination 

to all pupils at our school. Pupils should 

have brought home an information leaflet and a form this 

week, please see the office if you did not receive one. 

Please complete the form indicating whether or not you 

give consent for your child to be given the flu nasal spray 

vaccination at school. Please return this form by 19th 

November for collection by the immunisation team on the 

20th November.

Notices

R St Christopher – Anthony 

R St Jude – Harry

1 St Catherine – Grace

1 St Peter – Belen

2 St Bernadette – Stanley 

2 St Claire – Isabella

3 St Joan – Heidi

3 St Patrick – Alianna

4 St Andrew – Nicholas

4 St Francis – Turan

5 St Cecilia – Jahziah

5 St Stephen – Pip

6 St Martin –Marcel

6 St Paul – Matheo C

R St Christopher – Sophia 

R St Jude – Antonio

1 St Catherine – Daniel N

1 St Peter – Victor

2 St Bernadette – Ralia

2 St Claire - Deena

3 St Joan – Anne-Marie

3 St Patrick – Zachary

4 St Andrew – Miray

4 St Francis - Phoebe

5 St Cecilia – Sadie Rose

5 St Stephen – Caitlin

6 St Martin – Ella

6 St Paul – Louis

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/socsevents


2019 Dates 

MONDAY 11Th  Anti-Bullying week  PTA meeting, at school. 7pm

TUESDAY 12th  Year 3 Stoneage topic trip to Ashdown Forest 

WEDNESDAY 13th  9.15am Reception new intake tours 2020 / 2021 All of Year 5 swimming – 8.45am King Alfred  Random Act of Kindness Day

THURSDAY 14th  9.15am Reception new intake tours 2020 / 2021

FRIDAY 15th  Reception disco 4.30pm 

SATURDAY 18th  9.15am Reception new intake tours 2020 / 2021

MONDAY 18th 
TUESDAY 19th  9.15am Reception new intake tours 2020 / 2021

WEDNESDAY 20st  All of Year 5 swimming – 8.45am King Alfred   Consent forms for Flu Vacination to be returned  Waterhall Cross Country

THURSDAY 21st  9.15am Reception new intake tours 2020 / 2021 Love In A Box collection 

FRIDAY 22nd 
MONDAY 25th 
TUESDAY 26th  Year 4 Roman topic trip to Fishbourne Roman Palace 

WEDNESDAY 27th  All of Year 5 swimming -8.45am King Alfred 

THURSDAY 28th  Reception topic afternoon – Rainbow Theatre 

FRIDAY 29th  Year 2 topic Punch and Judy show  PTA Advent Fair 3pm – 5pm

ADVENT 

MONDAY 2nd  Brighton Centre Carol Concert 7pm – Choir 

TUESDAY 3rd  9.15am Reception new intake tours 2020 / 2021

WEDNESDAY 4th 
THURSDAY 5th • Whole school flu vaccinations (am only) 

FRIDAY 6th •

MONDAY 9h •
TUESDAY 10th •
WEDNESDAY 11th •
THURSDAY 12th • 6pm KS2 Christmas Carols – all KS2 classes  (if wet, this will take place in the hall)

• KS1 Christmas dinner 

FRIDAY 13th • KS2 Christmas dinner 

MONDAY 16th •
TUESDAY 17th  9.20am KS1 Nativity. R St Jude, 1 St Peter and 2 St Claire – parents welcome 

WEDNESDAY 18th  9.20am KS1 Nativity. R St C, 1 St Catherine and 2 St Bernadette – parents welcome 

THURSDAY 19th • 1pm Father Christmas and KS1 class parties. KS2 disco 

• School finishes for Christmas holidays 

FRIDAY 20th • Inset Day – School Closed

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  23rd DECEMBER – 6th JANUARY 2020

JANUARY 2020 2020 = A YEA‘ OF THE WO‘D THE GOD WHO SPEAKS TO ME  
MONDAY 6th  Pupils return for the Spring term

TUESDAY 7th 
WEDNESDAY 8th 
THURSDAY 9th  9.15am Reception new intake tours 2020 / 2021 3.15pm Year 6 SATs meeting for parents - 6 St Martin classroom (childcare provided) 

FRIDAY 10th 
MONDAY 13th  Baptism of the Lord assembly 

TUESDAY 14th  Year 1 topic day - Owls

WEDNESDAY 15th  Closing date to Local Authority for applications for 2020 / 2021 Reception  Year 5 and 6 Indoor Athlectics competition 

THURSDAY 16th 
FRIDAY 17th •


