
4th October 2019 

Dear parents / carers

Harvest Celebrations 
This week, we celebrated Harvest via an uplifting KS1 
assembly and a reflective KS2 Mass. The instrumental 
accompaniments, in both Key Stages, were a welcome 
addition, especially the band in KS2. It was a pleasure to 
welcome Reception children, and their parents, to their 
first, of many, whole school celebrations. As ever, the 
children helped us to think about how we can help our 
neighbours by sharing some of what we have. Patrick, from 
St Anne's Day Centre, was unable to join KS1 but gave 
thanks to all  children, and parents, for all the kind food and 
monetary donations made at the KS2 mass. I am always 
humbled to hear about the amazing work that the 
volunteers at St Anne’s do and the kindness and 
compassion they show. May we all be inspired to do a little 
more to help others. 

Please remember that we have a blue box, in the school 
entrance lobby, by the Office window, for donations 
needed by the Hangleton Food Bank. 
Donations of non perishable items can be 
made here all year round. Anything non 
perishable  is welcomed but you can visit
their website for lists of specific suggested items. 
www.hangletonfoodbank.org Thank you for your generosity

Attendance – medical or dental appointments
A reminder that every effort should be made to avoid 
booking medical and dental appointments during school 
time. Where this is unavoidable, please could parents put 
this in writing to the school office and attach a copy of the 
appointment letter / card before the date of the 
appointment. Please also include the time you will be 
collecting your child and why an appointment out of school 
hours was not possible. If it helps, we can always follow this 
up with surgeries if they aren’t accommodating. If a last 
minute, urgent appointment is made on the same day, 
please inform the office via the pupil absence line (01273 
555811 - option 1) and, at your appointment, obtain proof  
of appointment from the doctor / dentist. This can then be 
brought into school on your child's return. 

Wishing you a restful weekend. Thank you, as ever, for your 
support. Rachel Breen, Headteacher. 

Pupil Premium funding
Would you like a £50 towards an 
afterschool club, free breakfast club, a 
free uniform from the SOCs swap shop, 
and heavily subsided music tuition from the Brighton and 
Hove Music School? If so did you know that just registering 
for Free School Meals, if you are eligible, means that the 
school gets extra money that can be used for academic or 
social intervention sessions with teachers and teaching 
assistants or enrichment activities for your child. 
All children in the infants now receive a free school meal 
daily, but if you qualify for Free School Meals using the 
criteria below, then do please fill in the forms as this will 
entitle your child all the benefits mentioned above. 
Just because you are registered for free school meals, 
doesn't mean you have to stop having packed lunches if 
that's what your child prefers. Click on the link to see if 
you are eligible for Pupil Premium funding or contact Mrs
Mullans via the school. Please register now to make sure 
your child, and the school, does not miss out! 
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-
education/schools/free-school-meals

Tours for Prospective Reception children 
We are holding tours for the parents of prospective 
Reception children, joining September 2020, on 
• Wednesday 13th November at 9.15am
• Thursday 14th and 21st November at 9.15am 
• Saturday 16th November at 9.30am 
Please spread the word as we would like as many families, 
as possible, to attend. Due to the lower than predicted 
birth rates, mixed with expansion of many schools by the 
LA, all schools have been finding it increasingly hard to fill 
Reception classes. Schools receive funding per child so it is 
vital that every place is always taken. Please encourage 
any new families that you know to take the time to visit 
Cottesmore and find out more about us and keep 
spreading positive news about the school with those you 
know.  Anyone wishing to attend needs to contact the 
school office to reserve a place. Many thanks for your 
support. 

What super Reception children 
Reception children have settled into 
school well and we are very proud of 
them - I have been incredibly impressed. 
The children tell me that they have 
particularly enjoyed their storytelling 
work on Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
and really enjoyed making and tasting  
porridge. Hunting for Fairy Tale characters around the 
school was a hit and children say they loved taking care of 
Jelly Babies as they learnt the importance of being gentle. 
Well done to all – it has been a pleasure to welcome you.

http://www.hangletonfoodbank.org/
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-education/schools/free-school-meals


Wellies and waterproofs needed 
We welcome any wellington boots and 
waterproof all in ones or jackets and trousers, 
for any ages or sizes (Reception to Year 6), for our 
Forest School work. Many thanks. Reception are also in need of 
good quality socks and tights that your child has grown out of. 

Phonics Meetings – Reception, Years 1 and 2 
Every June, all Year 1 children, across the country, take part in a 
phonics screening assessment. Children read 40 words, some 
real words and some 'nonsense' words, using phonics decoding 
skills. Children in Year 2, who did not pass in Year 1, will also 
take this screening again. On Wednesdays 9th October, we will 
offer workshops for all Year 1 parents (and any Year 2 wishing to 
attend), explaining this further and how you can help support 
the children at home. You can attend at 8am or 3.15pm. 
On Wednesday 16th October, we will be offering general phonics 
meetings for all Reception parents. This will also run at 8am and 
3.15am. Childcare will be provided. 

Parent Army 
We are also recruiting a ‘Parent Army' to come into school and 
work with children on their phonic sounds. If you are able to 
give 20 mins, once a week or more, please contact the office, 
the class teachers or Mrs McFarland (KS1 Leader). DBS checks 
are needed and can be arranged with the office .Thank you in 
advance for your help. 

Grandparents Tea
We are celebrating Grandparents on Monday 7th October and 
would like to invite those Grandparents, who can attend, into 
school for an afternoon tea and story time session with their 
grandchild/ren. This will take place in the school hall, 2pm -
2.45pm, on Monday the 7th of October. Children without 
Grandparents attending, and we envisage that this may be a 
significant number, will carry out family based activities in class. If 
Grandparents would like to attend, please contact the school 
office. We look forward to meeting with those Grandparents who 
can join us on Monday 7th. 

Safe Entrance 
Mr Clarke will continue to be outside the main 
front gate from 7.45am until 8.30am. He will be 
reminding those wishing to enter, via the Office, to use the 
pedestrian footpath that runs along the back of the teacher’s car 
park. Please can anyone coming to the main office, at any time, 
only use this pathway and not enter, on foot, via the car park gate. 
For safety reasons, this gate needs to be left clear for car access 
only. Signs identifying the pedestrian footpath have been up for 
some time so please do support this. Thank you to those parents 
who have been following this request. 

St Peter’s Church Cake Sale 
St Peter's Church is holding a cake sale, in aid of the stained glass 
window fund, from 11am on Sunday 13th October. Do come and 
buy some cake and sell any cakes you may have baked for the 
occasion.

Notices

R St Christopher – Maxi 
R St Jude - Fabian
1 St Catherine – The whole class
1 St Peter – Carlos
2 St Bernadette – Daniel 
2 St Claire – Kobe
3 St Joan – Nicole
3 St Patrick – Aaron 
4 St Andrew – Theo 
4 St Francis – Izzy 
5 St Cecilia – Nia
5 St Stephen – Ben 
6 St Martin – Alex
6 St Paul – Archie 

R St Christopher – Cleo 
R St Jude - Frida
1 St Catherine – Maria 
1 St Peter – Cara
2 St Bernadette – Rommell
2 St Claire – Miray
3 St Joan – Amelia 
3 St Patrick – Dixie
4 St Andrew – Patrick 
4 St Francis – Bluebell 
5 St Cecilia – Seb
5 St Stephen – Diego 
6 St Martin – Seth 
6 St Paul – Maggie 



2019 Dates 

OCTOBER = MONTH OF THE ROSARY / BLACK HISTORY MONTH / WALK TO SCHOOL MONTH / MISSION
MONTH

MONDAY 7th  2.15pm Grandparents tea and story time – grandparents welcome. 

TUESDAY 8th 

WEDNESDAY 9th  All of Year 5 swimming – 8.45am King Alfred 

THURSDAY 10th  World Mental Health Day – extra activities for wellbeing in school

FRIDAY 11th 

MONDAY 14TH  Black History assembly 

TUESDAY 15TH 

WEDNESDAY 16TH  All of Year 5 swimming – 8.45am King Alfred

THURSDAY 17TH  9.15am Year 1 and Year 5 Buddy Mass – parents welcome Some parking on KS2 
playground – please sign up via the office. 

FRIDAY 18TH 

MONDAY 21st  Love in a box assembly 

TUESDAY 22nd  Parent Consultation meetings and SEN meetings 3.15pm – 6pm 

WEDNESDAY 23rd  All of Year 5 swimming – 8.45am King Alfred

THURSDAY 24th  9.15am Year 2, 3 and 4 Buddy Mass – parents welcome Some parking on KS2 
playground – please sign up via the office.

 Parent Consultation meetings and SEN meetings 3.15pm – 6pm

FRIDAY 25th  Black History workshops for children in Year 2 – 6 – Bigfoot 
 Last day of school for children 

HALF TERM HOLIDAY  25TH October – 4th November

NOVEMBER = BARVEMBER 

MONDAY 4th  School closed for INSET – staff only 

TUESDAY 5th  9.15am Remembrance / All Souls / All Saints assembly

WEDNESDAY 6th  All of Year 5 swimming – 8.45am King Alfred 

THURSDAY 7th  9.15am Reception and Year 6 Buddy Mass – parents welcome Some parking on KS2 
playground – please sign up via the office.

FRIDAY 8th  Year 5 Viking topic day in school – Rainbow Theatre 


