
Week ending 28th September 2018

Dear parents / carers 

Yet another week has whizzed by so even more reason for us 

all to make time to stop, reflect, and be present in the 

moment. On Thursday, many of our staff, alongside those 

from other local Catholic schools, attended a Deanery Mass 

held at Cardinal Newman Secondary School. We took time to 

reflect on working together to serve the common good of all 

the children across our city and the important role a Catholic 

education plays. It was a pleasure to take time to worship 

together and reflect on our Mission as teachers; We accept 

our calling and declare, this is our mission and ministry. This is 

the ministry of the Church. We accept it with joy, in the name 

Jesus the Lord.

Celebrating our uniqueness 

During this week’s whole school worship, we discussed the 

importance of celebrating what makes us all unique - the 

different languages we speak being one of them. Children 

took time to share the languages spoken at home, with 

families, and I look forward to celebrating the school's 

diversity further in the coming months. Children reflected on 

Psalm 67: 4-5 ‘Let the nations rejoice and sing for joy, for you 

judge the world with justice, you judge the people with 

fairness, you guide the nations on earth.’ We talked further 

about how we are all one family, a community, both within 

our school but also the world, and the importance of 

recognising what makes each one of us special. 

Month of the Rosary 

I also reminded children that October marks the start of 

month of the Rosary (I will write more about this in 

subsequent newsletters). I explained that, as of next week, I 

will be running a weekly Rosary group every Wednesday  

lunchtime. All are welcome to attend and are invited to bring 

in their own  Rosary  beads  or use  

those provided. Parents are also                                                            

welcome to drop in. Sessions                                              

begin at a12.30pm. 

Safeguarding all children 

Last week, Mrs Mullans carried out an audit of all medical 
needs, all medicines stored in school and reviewed all relevant 
paperwork and policy and I am pleased to report that all is in 
good order. However, in light of the review, we have amended 
our Administration of Medicines policy slightly to include the 
fact that we reserve the right to send children home should 
specific medicine for specific medical need not be in school. It 
is parental responsibility to ensure that we have the correct 
medicine in case of an emergency and especially vital for 
school trips. A reminder also that all inhalers must be kept in 
the school office or with the class teacher if used more 
frequently. Please also remember that we are a nut free 
school. We have several children who are susceptible to 
reactions so please make sure that all items brought in for 
snack or lunch are nut free, paying particular attention to 
snack bars.

Book Looks 

This week, Senior Leaders and I have carried out ‘Book Looks’ 
and have reviewed the children’s learning in maths, writing 
and RE across the school. We carry out Book Looks at least 
once a half term and evaluate aspects such as the pitch of 
lessons, differentiation based on individual need, 
opportunities for challenge and support, marking and 
feedback, presentation and creativity. Feedback is always 
shared with teachers and support and next steps put in place 
to ensure that the experiences the children have maximize 
learning and engagement. Next week, the Senior Leaders and I 
will begin our annual appraisal process for staff. I have recently 
spent time reviewing and further improving our appraisal 
process and am proud to say that this work has been shared 
across eleven local schools in our partnership.

Well worth a visit 

Report by Ellis Bromfield and 
Anna Hughes.
On the 21st of September, we                                                            
went on a school trip to 
Newhaven fort to explore and 
find out interesting facts about 
World War Two. There were tables set out presenting WW2 
artifacts, old recipes from the time and newspapers. It was 
amazing to actually handle real life artefacts from that time 
period and we even got to hold an unexploded bomb! A lady 
showed us a presentation about World War Two that was very 
informative. We also experienced what it would have been like 
in the Anderson Shelter - it felt like bombs were actually 
dropping on us! It would have been terrifying! We read 
about real life experiences of families who had lost loved ones 
which was very sad. We would highly recommend going to 
Newhaven Fort to learn about World War Two.

Have a wonderful weekend           
Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Parents Evening
Parents evening is on Tuesday 16th & Thursday 18th

October. Please see information and instructions for 
booking at the end of the newsletter – please scroll 
down. 

Harvest Praise 

A reminder that We will celebrate 
a KS2 mass on the 4th of October 
and a KS1 Assembly on the 5th of October, both beginning 
at 9.15am.  We are collecting contributions for St Anne's 
Day Centre, who work with the homeless. In KS1 we 
collect donations of food (non-perishable) and in KS2 we 
collect a monetary donation, which goes towards 
purchasing larger items at the centre. 

Grandparents celebration 
On Friday the 19th of October, we will be celebrating 
grandparents during our Celebration Assembly at 
2.15pm All grandparents are welcome but we ask that 
you inform the office of proposed attendance so that we 
can ensure enough seating. Many of you have already 
sent in photos of grandparents, both those with us and 
any in heaven, so many thanks. Any extra photos need to 
be emailed to Mrs Fairbanks by Tuesday 2nd October so 
that we can complete our special video to celebrate all 
their hard work and love. Please email 
colettefairbanks@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk with 
any pictures and attach a name.

Head Lice - Please check your child hair this weekend 

Notices

Awards

Archie Bear is working on the attendance at present. Class to be announced soon!

Key Stage 1
St Christopher -Belan
St Jude -Danny
St Catherine-Thomas H
St Peter-Marlay
St Bernadette:Nicole
St Claire -Anastazja

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Romario
St Patrick-Lola
St Andrew -Juliet
St Francis-Timo
St Cecilia-Matteo G
St Stephen-Alexis & Grace K
St Martin- James
St Paul -Zach

Key Stage 1
St Christopher- Luca
St Jude -Nina
St Catherine- James
St Peter-Deena
St Bernadette- Anne Marie
St Claire-Isaac

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Emily
St Patrick-Conor
St Andrew-Gerard
St Francis-Juliet
St Cecilia -Sid
St Stephen- Poppy
St Martin-Caleb
St Paul-Maria



            

Parents’ Evening – Tuesday 16th and Thursday 18th October 3.20pm – 6.00pm 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

It is wonderful that so many of you attend Parents’ Evening as it improves our ability to work together in order 

to provide the best education for your child. It's also wonderful to hear all your positive comments. I do hope 

that you find the coming October meetings informative.  

Your appointment must be made via our online T2P (Teacher2Parent) booking system and this will be live on 

the morning of Wednesday 3rd October at approximately 8am. Instructions on how to book via the new 

communications system are attached below. We hope that as many parents attend as possible. The parents 

evening dates have been advertised since September, so we trust that families will not request alternative dates 

/ times as these will not be possible due to teachers’ other commitments.  

As per recent meetings, Year 5 and 6 helpers will knock on doors after the allocated 10-minute meeting in order 

to ensure that meetings run to schedule. If these seem to continue despite the gentle reminder, the children 

will politely enter and remind the class teacher that the next appointment needs to begin. Should the 10-minute 

meeting identify a matter that needs further discussion, please liaise with the class teacher the following day 

(either after school in the playground or via the school office) so that a further meeting can be scheduled. I am 

sorry to say that if people are late for their meeting, they will only be able to receive the length of time left in 

their allocated slot, therefore may not receive the full 10 minutes. 

Mrs Mullans will provide extra meetings for parents of children on the SEN register on Tuesday 16th October 

Please email Mrs Mullans directly to book your appointment with her on annamullans@cottesmore.brighton-

hove.sch.uk 

May I also politely remind you that we ask children to remain with their parents at all times, as no members of 

staff are available to supervise the children outside. If you do not wish your child to attend your meeting with 

their teacher, please ensure that they wait outside the classroom.  

Due to the after school club that runs on site until 6pm, I am sorry but Radinden Manor gates will not be open 

for entrance to the school. Everyone entering or leaving the building will need to do so via the main school 

office. I do appreciate that this may mean walking further, so please do leave plenty of time to get to your 

appointment. In addition, there should be no parking in the staff car park for these appointments, as staff need 

to have access in and out of the car park at all times. Thank you in advance for your support in this matter. 

Kind regards,  

 

Rachel Breen  

Headteacher  



Teachers to Parents online booking instructions 

 

We will send a link to your mobile phone or email address, which will take you to our online booking 

system to select a time convenient for you. Please follow these simple steps to book your slot: 

 

1. Click the link that you receive through text and / or email to take you to the confirmation page. 

You will need internet access to do this. 

 

2. Enter your child’s first name to continue. If you have more than one child, any of their first 

names will work. 

 

3. Next you will be taken to the booking page. This will show your children alongside all of the 

teachers that you can book in with. 

 

4. Click ‘Please Choose’ to be shown a list of available times that you can click to book. This will 

even give you the option to add any notes that you might want the teacher to see before the meeting. 

 

5. After you have entered any notes, please click ‘Book this Slot’ to complete your booking. When 

the button has turned green, you know your booking has been made. 

 

6. At any time before the Parents Evening, you can click the link on your phone or email again to 

check your booking time or even un-book by clicking the green booked button. 

 

Make sure you book your parents evening ASAP to ensure you get the best time for you. 




