
Week ending 14th September 2018

Dear parents and carers, 

It’s hard to believe that we’ve only been back at school for 
two full weeks. The children have settled in brilliantly and 
adapted to their new classes with such maturity. I’ve been 
pleased to see how much learning has already taken place. 
The new Reception children are wonderful new members of 
our school community and I’m incredibly impressed with 
how well they’re managing their new surroundings and 
routines. Another big welcome to all new families, it’s a 
pleasure to be part of your child’s educational journey.

Collective Worship this week was a continuation from last 
week, when I focused on the phrase ‘Be opened’, as found in 
Mark’s Gospel. The children continued to explore ways in 
which we can all be increasingly opened to the will and word 
of God. We also discussed how we can be increasingly 
opened to learning and further developing our own, god 
given, gifts and talents, many of which I’ve had the pleasure 
of observing this week.

During one of my daily school tours, I was fortunate enough 
to watch 5 St Cecilia partake in their dance lesson. You might 
remember that Mrs Daniels left her position as a Year 5 class 
teacher last year but she has returned to deliver specialist 
dance lessons. For this term, each class in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 
will get a weekly, hour long, session with Mrs Daniels. Other 
year groups will benefit from this in subsequent terms. All 
lessons are linked to the children’s topic so I enjoyed some 
fantastic Anglo Saxon inspired dance. It was a pleasure to
see groups of children working
together and fully engaging with 
the music and their bodies. Emily 
and Conor report that, ‘During our 
dance session, we developed an 
Anglo Saxon village scene. Each 
group created a dance that consisted
of at least eight steps which showed what Anglo Saxon life 
style was like. It was so much fun.’.

As well as being a dance specialist, Mrs Daniels is a recently 
qualified Pilates instructor and is kindly providing staff with a 
weekly, morning session before school. This week, we had 
lots of fun stretching and hope to roll out some of the 
movements with children in the future. It has also been a 
pleasure to welcome back Mrs Cullen and Mrs Kay, both 
class teachers who left at the end of last term, but who have 
returned to run specialist after school art lessons.

Whilst exploring the range of gifts and talents developed 
within our school, I also had the pleasure of joining 4 St 
Francis during their weekly music lesson. Mrs Concannon, 
our specialist music teacher, has been working with the 
children on various musical aspects however, I was privy to 
watching them sing their hearts out with a specially created 
Roman inspired song. We are working to get things like this 
recorded and placed on the school website so that you can 
see more of your child’s learning at home.

It is with a heavy heart 
that we are saying farewell
to Father Jerry this 

weekend. Father Jerry has 
been one of Cottesmore’s
Priests for many, many 
years and, as he retires 
from St Peters this 
weekend, he leaves an 
unimaginably huge hole. 
Father Jerry has been an 
inspirationally, supportive 
guide and friendly face for 
us all and he will be greatly missed. Thanks to his ability of 
making faith so accessible and welcoming, for adults and 
children alike, he has re-engaged so many with the Catholic 
Church and I know we will all miss him dreadfully. Please keep 
in touch Father Jerry, you are part of the fabric of our school 
and we can’t imagine it without you. There is so much more 
that I could write but I fear that nothing will do you justice so I 
will turn to the children who will no doubt say it so much 
better. Thank you so, so much for everything. Keeping you in all 
our prayers. 

Conor – I will miss Father Jerry. I like it when he sometimes 
comes round to my house for  a cup of tea. 
James – You are the best priest ever. You are the main reason I 
go to Church. You are always so joyful. 
Frankie – I will miss you loads. Thank you for letting me once 
say ‘please stand for the opening hymn’. 
Danielle – I will miss you very much. You have been my priest 
for my whole life. 
Jack - I will miss Father Jerry. He always gets me and my brother 
mixed up. 
Catherine - Father Jerry, you are so kind. I remember when you 
came to our class. 
Thalia – I remember the smile you always have on your face. 
You are always so kind. 
Greta – My favourite memory of you is when we always see you 
on your bike. 
Ollie – Thank you Father Jerry for Baptising me and helping me 
make my First Holy Communion. 
Isabella – I remember Father Jerry giving me a hint about where 
the eggs were hidden during the Easter Egg Hunt. 

From 1.30pm this Sunday, there will be an opportunity to say 
farewell to Father Jerry in our school hall. A big thank you to the 
St Peters team for organising this.

Have a wonderful weekend and I look forward to seeing many 
of you on Sunday. 

Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Stone Age man comes to Cottesmore
Year 3 opened their Stone Age topic this week. Each class 
explored what life was life during the Stone Age period 
which included: weaponry, woodcraft, cave artwork, 
dressing-up, games, life skills, grinding and creating 
sources of food . The children inform me that they all had a 
wonderfully 'Savage Stone Age' time!

Times Tables Rock
Earlier in the week, all children were visited by two rock 
legends, Freestyle Fletcher and Banging Breen, who came 
to launch Times Tables Rock Stars, the school’s new 
approach to learning times tables and improving maths 
fluency. When it comes to times tables, speed and 
accuracy are vital plus the more facts the children 
remember, the easier it is for them to complete  harder 
calculations. This is why we are 
asking that, as part of weekly maths 
homework, time is put aside to 
develop this knowledge with your 
child. Times Tables rock stars is a fun 
and challenging, self competitive 
programme designed to help children at all levels. To be a 
Times Tables rock star you need to answer any 
multiplication fact, up to 12 x 12, in less than 3 seconds.
Further information was included in the Meet the New 
Teacher notes and even more will be added to year group 
website page as of next week. 

Meet the Teacher 
There was a positive turn out for our ‘Meet the new 
teacher’ sessions that ran throughout the week. By the 
end of next week, you will find all handouts on each year 
group page. Each page will also have a link to resources 
that you can use to support learning at home. If you have 
any queries, please remember that our school door is 
always open. You can always contact your child’s class 
teacher, either in the playground after school or via the 
school office, and, should you need any further support, 
please contact the Senior Leader responsible for your 
child’s year. Leaders are, Mrs Mcloghlin for Reception, Mrs 
McFarland for Years 1 and 2, Mrs Fletcher for Years 3 and 4 
and Mrs Brady-Smith for Years 5 and 6.

Anglo Saxon exploration 

Report by Grace: Earlier in the week,
Year 5 St Cecilia and St Stephen 
visited Butser Ancient farm. We had 
a fantastic trip in the sun and learnt 
about Anglo Saxon traditions and jobs
needed to survive. What a great start 
to the topic Emergent England! Here 
are some examples of what we got up to. Both classes 
learnt about spinning wool to make clothing. First we had 
to use sheep’s wool and make it into a long piece of string. 
In partners we then tied this to a wooden spinner and then 
we had to spin and tease the wool. This was quite 
difficult!’

Report by Asmitha: The Anglo Saxons 
didn't write in English they wrote in 
Runes. We learnt that these people 
were very clever as they were one of 
the first people in Britain to use words and letters to make 
people understand each other. All their 
letters were made up of straight lines, 
unlike ours! This was because they had
to carve them on stone and it was difficult to write cursive. 
For one activity we became real archaeologists and used 
tools to uncover hidden artefacts from the Anglo Saxon 
period.

Ruby told me, ‘I enjoyed digging to 
find different things underground. 
We then had to see if they were 
modern or old. We found lots of 
bones if they were thick they would 
be pigs bones and if they were thinner 
bones it would be from a smaller 
animal. We also worked in small teams 
to create a wattle fence by weaving wood through posts.’ 

It’s clear to see that lots of inspiring and engaging learning 
has taken place. Year 1 also began Forest School with their 
first trip to  Plumpton College this week. After three 
sessions offsite, the children will continue this exploration 
in our own forest school. More to come on this next week. 



Donations 
If you have any pants and socks, tights and small uniform 
that children have grown out of reception are in need of 
supplies. Please hand to reception or the office. Thank you

Head Lice
Please check your child's head for head lice and treat if 
needed. Thank you 

SOCS
Please see the end of the newsletter for more information 
about SOCS welcome drinks for all parents, but especially 
Reception and those new to school. This will be held at 
the Stoneham Pub, from 8pm.  

Brighton Centre Choir 2018
We are excited to be taking part in the Brighton Centre 
Annual Christmas Carol Concert 2018 and plan to take a 
choir of Year 5 and 6 children. 
The date concert Monday 3rd December. Children 
rehearse at the Brighton Centre in the day and perform 
in the evening at 7pm.
If your child would like a space in the Brighton Centre 
choir please email the office asap. Children will be 
rehearsing on Thursday mornings, before school, at 8am 
in the Music Room. Their first proper rehearsal will be 
Thursday 28th September. 
At present, we are planning to provide a ‘choir’ 
opportunity for Years 3 and 4 in the Spring term. 

Notices

Awards

Archie Bear is working on the attendance at present. Class to be announced soon!

Key Stage 1
St Christopher -Roxy
St Jude -Keegan
St Catherine-Dani
St Peter-Joshua
St Bernadette-Lexie
St Claire -Alianna

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Isaac
St Patrick-Keira
St Andrew -Davide
St Francis-Jack
St Cecilia-Gabriella
St Stephen-Finn
St Martin- Greta
St Paul -Chiara

Key Stage 1
St Christopher- Maria 
St Jude -Nathaniel 
St Catherine- Esme
St Peter-Millie
St Bernadette- Martim
St Claire-Wiktoria

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Orla
St Patrick-Kaua
St Andrew-Senan
St Francis- Adrian
St Cecilia -Maya
St Stephen- Gabriel
St Martin-Iris
St Paul-Ignacio



UPCOMING DATES 

MONDAY 24th

TUESDAY 25th

WEDNESDAY 26th  Languages day

 Year 1 Forest school - Cottesmore

 Year 5 & 6 team Football tournament

 Year 5 swimming 

THURSDAY 27th

FRIDAY 28th

October – Black History Month and Month of the Rosary

MONDAY 1st October  Walk to school month 

TUESDAY 2nd

WEDNESDAY 3rd  Year 3 St Joan & 4 St Francis swimming 

 Year 1 Forest School – Plumpton College 

 Am Tag Rugby Waterhall Year 5 team 

 School nurse drop in 2.45-3.15pm –Enter via office 

 7.30pm CNCS open evening for prospective Year 7 

THURSDAY 4th  9.15am KS2 Harvest Mass –Parents welcome 

 St Francis Day 

FRIDAY 5TH  9.15am KS1 Harvest Assembly –Parent welcome

 Year 6 Heights, Weights & Measures 

MONDAY 8th  Year 6 ‘We’ll meet again’ Rainbow Theatre – hall

TUESDAY 9th  Year 3 Ashdown Forest 

 Year 6 Height, Weights, Measure 

WEDNESDAY 10th  Year 3 St Joan & 4 St Francis  swimming

 Year 1 Forest School - Cottesmore

 Year 4 Rainbow Theatre workshop – hall 

THURSDAY 11th  915am Year 1 & 5 Mass – Parents welcome

FRIDAY 12th  Flu Nasal Spray Vaccinations Reception –Year  5 

MONDAY 15th 

TUESDAY 16th  3.20-6pm Parents evening plus SEN consultations 

WEDNESDAY 17th  Year 3 St Joan & 4 St Francis 

 Year 1 Forest School - Plumpton College 

THURSDAY 18  3.20-6pm Parents evening plus SEN consulations

FRIDAY 19th  Year 2 Volks railway trip 

HALF TERM MONDAY 22ND -26TH OCTOBER

MONDAY 29TH  INSET DAY –School closed

Tuesday 30th  Children return 8.40am 

Wednesday 1st Nov Swimming St Joan & St Francis

Thursday 2nd  9.15am Year 2, 3 & 4 mss – Parents welcome

 All Saints

Friday 3rd All Souls 



Supporters of Cottesmore St Mary School 

Autumn Term Social 

Tuesday 25th September  

The Stoneham Pub & Kitchen, Portland 

Road, Hove 

8pm 

 

A big welcome to our new reception parents/carers and welcome back to everyone.  Our 

first SOCS meeting of the term will be an informal social where we invite everyone to come 

and share ideas, meet other parents/carers, find out more about how we raise money for 

our school to benefit our children and have a drink and chat. 

We have some fantastic ideas for fundraising for this academic year but would love to hear 

new ideas. 

We currently have over £10,000 to give to the school and to start with, some of this will be 

allocated to:- 

 More books for the class libraries 

 A new PA system and microphones  

 Helping get the new sensory room up and running 

The school has further projects that they would like us to fund so please come and share 
your ideas on Tuesday 25th September. 



Get Into Music Taster SessionSat 22 Sep, 10.00 - 12.30pm
Brighton Dome Founders Room, Church St, Brighton
This September, we warmly welcome parent, carers, primary and secondary aged children to join us at our Get 
Into Music Taster Session. If your child is interested in learning to sing or play an instrument please come 
along!

Open to all children from Year 2 and above, this session will be an opportunity to learn more about the musical 
opportunities available, try out instruments and meet our team of teachers.

Drop-in any time between 10.00 - 12.30pm on Sat 22 Sep.


