
Week ending 19th October 2018

Dear parents / carers 
Happy half term! What a fantastic one it has been. In my first 

newsletter of the year, I commented on what a delightful start it 

had been and what a warm, wonderful and welcoming return I 

had received. I also thanked the staff, children and yourselves for 

such a positive and harmonious start to the new year. In addition 

to this, I noted that, amongst the staff team, there was a buzz, 

positivity and openness which was a pleasure to be part of and 

what a supportive and vibrant community we have. I would like 

to echo the sentiments and statements written then, now, as the 

same feelings and elements of ethos are continuing to permeate. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my first half term back in role and 

have been incredibly impressed with the teamwork, diligence, 

effort and commitment shown by all. The children continue to 

bring the building to life and the atmosphere within the school is 

a pleasure to be part of. I think we are truly blessed to all be part 

of such a super community. 

Parent Consultation Meetings 

It was a pleasure to welcome so many of you to our Parent 

Consultation meetings this week. Thank you for taking the time 

to meet with teachers and thank you for taking the time to 

complete the questionnaires. I haven’t carried out thorough 

analysis of these as yet but first glance shows them to be very 

positive. Governors also made themselves available to harvest 

additional parent view. Working in partnership is key so please 

do get in touch if you have any further questions or would like 

any further support or guidance. Our doors are always open and 

meetings are always available,  no matter how small you might 

believe something to be. 

Black History 

This week, all children in Years 2 to 6 received workshops linked 

to Black History Month. The children worked in groups to find 

out about Black Hero's from today and those in history. The 

children reflected on why individuals were heroic and what 

attributes they showed. They discovered what these inspirational 

figures stood up for and who or what they stood up against. 

Children used drama to explore this further and created tableaus 

that were photographed and will be used to make a whole school 

display.  Archie, Kayce, Matthew and Arewn, Year 4, told me that 

they particularly enjoyed finding out about Jessie Owens and 

Harriet Tubman. They told me that Jesse Owens, was the most 

famous athlete of his time and that he won four medals at the 

1936 Olympic Games, held in Berlin, which infuriated the Nazis. 

The children said Jesse was a hero because, despite the racial 

slurs he endured, he kept persevering and couldn’t be stopped. 

They were shocked to find out that when he returned home, he 

could not even ride in the front of a bus. They said Owens was 

also heroic because, as well as being a fantastic athlete, he 

became known for his hug with a German competitor which

broke down social barriers in the face of Hitler’s Nazi regime. 
Rather than protesting “Hitler’s Games,” Owens used his 
position in the spotlight to display the greatness and 
compassion that can be achieved outside of the political and 
cultural constraints of society. The children continued to tell 
me how Harriet Tubman was born into slavery in 1820 and 
how she successfully escaped but was forced to leave many 
family members behind. They were in awe that, over time, 
Harriet returned back to deliver her parents, siblings and over 
60 others to freedom. The children said that she was incredibly 
brave and that, when she died, she was buried with full 
military honors, and now has dozens of schools named in her 
honor. If you would like to explore Black Hero's, from past and 
present, further at home, I can recommend the book, Young, 
Gifted and Black,  by Jamia Wilson and Andrea Pippins.

Staffing 

A big farewell to our INCo, Mrs Mullans, who is starting her 
maternity leave after half term. We wish her all the best and 
are really looking forward to meeting her new arrival as soon 
as we can. Thank you for all your hard work this half term, you 
will be missed but we know that you will enjoy every moment 
with your new and very precious gift.  
After half term, we will be welcoming additional teaching 
assistants - Mrs Wroe to 4 St Francis and Ms Bonner to Year 5. 
We have also appointed a teacher for 3 St  Patrick, to cover 
Mrs Fairbanks maternity, as of January. Mrs Price will be 
joining our team and has a wealth of teaching experience 
across the key stage. During the interview process, we were 
really impressed and the children were thoroughly engaged in 
their learning with her. 

Story time

Last Friday the children in Reception invited their grown ups in 

for a story time afternoon. It was lovely to see families reading 

stories together and sharing the gingerbread men the children 

had made. I also enjoyed reading stories with the children and 

listening to them ‘rap’ one of their favourite fairy tales. It has 

been a pleasure to welcome the children, and their families to 

our school family. 

School Development Plan 

Our School Development Plan is now on the school website. 
Please do get in touch if you have any comments or would like 
any further explanation. 

Have a fantastic break. Thank you, as ever, for your 
continued support. 

Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Tours for prospective Reception children 
We are holding tours for the parents of prospective 
Reception children, joining September 2019, on 13th, 
14th, 20th and 22nd November at 9am and 29th

November at 7pm 
If you wish to attend, please contact the school office to 
reserve a place. Please do spread the word. 

School Photographs
The photographer will be in on Monday 12th November 
to take individual and sibling photographs. 

More information in the newsletter after half term about 
our Grandparents' assembly, sporting updates, recent 
trips / enrichment days and our Mental Heath 
Awareness Day. 

Notices

Awards

Archie Bear is with 6 St Martin for best attendance. Well done!

Key Stage 1
St Jude - Indigo 
St Catherine- Ellis
St Peter-Ellen Mae 
St Bernadette -Rafa

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Gabriel
St Patrick-Katherine 
St Andrew-Luna 
St Francis-Timo
St Cecilia – David 
St Stephen-Jaylan 
St Paul- Rio 

Key Stage 1
St Christopher- All of St 
Catherine 
St Jude –Joe 
St Catherine-
St Peter- Zachary 
St Bernadette- Marcus 

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Maja
St Patrick--Joli & Rogeh
St Andrew- Florence
St Francis-Leonardo
St Cecilia- Bobby 
St Stephen-Noah 
St Paul-Hannah



HALF TERM HOLIDAY 22.10.18 – 26.10.18

Week 8

MONDAY 29th • Inset day – school closed to pupils

TUESDAY 30th • 8.40am Children return to school 
•

WEDNESDAY 31st  Swimming 3 St Joan / 4 St Francis

THURSDAY 1st Nov  Feast of All Saints

FRIDAY 2nd Nov  Feast of All Souls

Week 9

MONDAY 5th • BARVEMBER launces across the school 

TUESDAY 6th •

WEDNESDAY 7th  Swimming 3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
 Sussex cricket  coaching with Year 4 

THURSDAY 8th  9.15am Years Reception and 6 mass – parents welcome

FRIDAY 9th 

SUNDAY 11th • Remembrance Sunday 

Week 10 

MONDAY 12th • Anti-Bullying week
• Photographer in to take individual photos 
• Safe at School survey 

TUESDAY 13th • Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)

WEDNESDAY 14th  Swimming  3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
 Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)

THURSDAY 15th  Love in a Box Collection
 9.15am Years 2, 3 and 4 mass – parents welcome

FRIDAY 16th 

Week 11

MONDAY 19th  Year 5 Viking Workshop 

TUESDAY 20th  Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)

WEDNESDAY 21st  Swimming   3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
 Years 4, 5 7 6 Cross Country Waterhall 

THURSDAY 22nd  Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)
 Reception –Rainbow theatre Fairy Tales workshop 

FRIDAY 23rd •

Week 12

MONDAY 26th

TUESDAY 27th

WEDNESDAY 28th •

• Swimming  5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
• St Jude’s Day

THURSDAY 29th  Prospective Reception parents tour 7.00pm – 8.00pm (those joining Sept 2019

FRIDAY 30th  Y4 Fishbourne Palace
 Year 2 Punch and Judy at school
 St Andrew’s Day

Week 13 December

MONDAY 3rd  Brighton Centre Christmas Concert 7pm

TUESDAY 4th 

WEDNESDAY 5th • Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
• 4.30pm Y1 campfire – parents welcome

THURSDAY 6th •

FRIDAY 7th •

Week 14

MONDAY 10th •

TUESDAY 11th •

WEDNESDAY 12th • Swimming  5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
• 7pm KS2 Christmas Carols – all KS2 classes

THURSDAY 13th • Christmas dinner KS1

FRIDAY 14th • Christmas dinner KS2

Week 15

MONDAY 17th • 9.30am KS1 Nativity  Rec St Jude, 1 St Catherine, 2 St Claire –Parents invited

TUESDAY 18th  9.30am KS1 Nativity Rec St Christopher, 1 St Peter, 2 St Bernadette - Parents invited 
 Pm Father Christmas visit and class parties 

WEDNESDAY 19th • No swimming 
• School finishes for Christmas 3pm

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  20th DECEMBER – 3rd JANUARY 

Week 16
JANUARY

Thursday 3rd  8.40am Pupils return for the Spring term

FRIDAY 4th 

MONDAY 7th 

TUESDAY 8th 

WEDNESDAY 9th • Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
 3.15pm Year 5 parents meeting re Blacklands Trip (5 St Stephen classroom)

THURSDAY 10th  3.15pm Year 6 SATs meeting for parents (6 St Martin classroom)

FRIDAY 11th •







                                                          

Triple P Family Transitions  

Five-week course for separated parents 

The course covers: 

 Understanding separation as a family transition 

 How parents can help children to cope with change and common parenting “traps” 

or errors 

 The connection between thoughts, emotions and behaviour (CBT) 

 Looking after yourself – relaxation techniques  

 Strategies for reducing conflict and finding resolutions 

 A focus on the self as an agent of change 

 Two tandem groups: parents can both attend and will be allocated different groups 

This is suitable for families who: 

 Have already separated 

 Want to find ways to improve their children’s wellbeing 

 Want to find ways to improve communication with a co-parent 

 Have no safety concerns around contact with their co-parent/have not been advised 

to avoid contact: there is a big focus on communication in the course, so this needs 

to be something that families are in a position to work towards. 

 Would benefit from being part of a supportive group 

 Are able to utilise self-help techniques 

Professionals can refer through the Front Door for Families, or complete a Carefirst Internal 

Referral Form (please also email parenting.team@brighton-hove.gov.uk with the Carefirst 

number).  

Next courses:  

Tuesdays, 6.30 – 8.30pm.  6 November – 4 December 

Tarner Children’s Centre, Ivory Place, Brighton. BN2 9QE 

Or 

Thursdays, 9.30 – 11.30am.  8 November – 6 December 

Tarner Children’s Centre, Ivory Place, Brighton. BN2 9QE 

 










