
Week ending 16th November

Dear parents and carers, 

Yet another wonderful and busy week has taken place at 
Cottesmore.  Earlier in the week, the first tours for 
prospective September 2019 Reception families, took place 
and were a big success. The tours were very busy and 
feedback from those visiting was really positive. 

Judasim
Over the year, the children always 
learn about, at least, two other faiths -
Judaism and Islam being the main two. 
This week, they learnt about Judaism in 
RE lessons. The week began with a visit 
from Rabbi Efune who explained the 
basic principles of Judaism to the children
- he even brought in an example of a hand written Torrah. At 

the end of the assembly, Rabbi Efune set the children the 
challenge of acting kindly and reminded them that  living a life 
of goodness is paramount and how kindness to others can 
help fulfil all of our faith journeys. Asmitha and Grace, told me 
how, in Year 5, they have been learning about the book of 
Exodus and how Moses lead the Israelites to freedom. They 
also learnt how Passover is celebrated and told me that they 
found learning about the different foods, at the Passover 
feast, very interesting as all food selected represents differing 
parts of the story of Moses. Examples of food are basil dipped 
in salt water, to remind of the tears that were shed and bitter 
horseradish to remind how much bitter suffering took place 
for the Israelite slaves. A paste of cut apples, cinnamon and 
wine is shared and represents what was used to build 
Egyptian pyramids and wine or grape juice is drunk to 
represent the bloodshed. All food is place on a seder plate –
seder meaning order.

Antibullying week 
Rabbi Efune’s message of kindness linked to further learning 
that took place as part of this week’s Anti Bullying work, all of 
which will culminate in all children creating a kindness wall on 
Monday. Children have been encouraged to write acts of 
kindness and these will be shared so that we can see the 
supportive acts that had taken place. Over the week, children 
have learnt about the theme 'Choose Respect‘, aiming to 
empower them to celebrate what makes them, and others, 
unique and to respect it. Daisy, Frankie and Danielle, Year 6, 
have made up a respect themed song and this will be shared 
in Monday’s assembly. During the week, we have taught the 
children: the definition of respect; that bullying is a behaviour
choice; that we can respectfully disagree with each other i.e. 
we don’t have to be best friends or always agree with each 
other but we do have to respect each other and that we all 
need to choose to respect each other both face to face and 
online. Zoe and Ella – Mae, Year 1, told me that they have 
learnt that to be respectful is a bit like being kind. Karaas and 
Noah, Year 2, told me that it’s important to respect others so 
that we don’t hurt their feelings. They also told me that 
sometimes people can fall out but that it is always important 
to be respectful and to try and make friends. 

Bench Competition 
Each playground has a Buddy 
Bench where children can sit if 
they feel lonely. Another child, 
Play Leader or adult will always 
come to see if they are OK and 
invite them to play. We are in the 
process of purchasing  two new 
Buddy Benches and would like to have freshly
designed signs to go above. Children have been encouraged 
to think about designs and we would like these to be 
submitted by next Friday. The winning design will be made. 

Love in a box 
A big thank you to all who donated to 
our ‘Love in a Box’ appeal. 115 boxes 
were collected in total and will be sent to
The Mustard Seed charity who support 
children in crisis. 

Love via a cake sale
Inspired by our Harvest Festival collections, Nia, Anatastia, 
Evie and Luna, Year 4, recently organsied a cake sale to raise 
further money for St Anne’s Day 
Centre. They raised £117.48. 
What super acts of kindness. 

Parking 
A reminder to park with increased care and consideration, 
especially with regards to children’s safety and road 
markings. Please be cautious, when parking near residents’ 
drives, so that your vehicle does not go over the lines marked 
on the road. In addition to this, please do not park on double 
yellow lines, especially on the corner of Radinden Manor and 
Shirley Road. Recently, I have had to ask families to move on
and, whilst I am happy to do so, I am not sure that it is the 
best use of my time plus it can sometimes put me in an 
uncomfortable position. I ask that offenders kindly respect 
the children’s safety, if not the use of my time. Recently, I 
have also been found at the front of the school building, 
monitoring safe practice here. From here on in, Mrs
Mcloughlin will usually be found on The Upper Drive and I will 
alternate between the playground and Radinden Manor. 

Health and Safety 
A reminder that should you have any concerns, regarding 
Health and Safety, or identify areas of the school that you 
think are potentially hazardous, to please contact myself 
directly or via the school office. 

School Council 
It has been a pleasure to welcome our new School, and Vice, 
Council together. We have met several times and discussed 
various matters brought to their attention via SC boxes. 
Children have also helped amend our school behavior policy 
and we have asked for feedback regarding lunchtimes and the 
eating of KS2 packed lunches. What a wodnefully reflective 
group we have. 

Have a restful weekend. Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Maths – parent sessions (Rec, KS1 and KS2)
We are holding meetings for parents so we can model the use of 
maths calculations and share ways to further support learning at 
home. These will take place Wednesday 21st November at for 
Reception and KS1 parents and  on Thursday 22nd November at 
3.15pm for KS2. Childcare will be provided. 

Phonics – parent sessions (Reception) 
We are holding meetings for Reception parents so we can model 
the teaching pf phonics and share ways to further support 
learning at home. These will take place on Monday 26th

November at 8am and 3.15pm. Childcare will be provided. 

Rail works information 
Brighton Main line, will have upcoming engineering works from 
16-24 February 2019 (half term 18th -22nd February ) when the 

line will be closed for 9 days.

SOCS Pantomime – Aladdin
The magical, mystical world of old Peking comes to Cottesmore, 
bought to life by West End actors. There will be 2 shows on 
Saturday 1st December at 12.30pm and 2pm in the school hall.
Tickets are £6 per person + booking fee or a group of 4 for £20 
+ booking fee. What a fantastic Christmas experience. Tickets 
are available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/socsevents. See the 
end of the newsletter for the official flyer. 

SOCS Christmas tombola collections 
There will be a collection of tombola items on Friday 23rd 
November and Friday 30th November for the stalls at the 
pantomime. Friday 23rd will be a non school uniform day in 
exchange for a tombola item. Friday 30th we will also take 
donations of mince pie and cakes as well as tombola items.

Please see the letters at the end of the newsletter for 

information regarding children’s Christmas dinners. 

Notices

Awards

Archie Bear is with St Martin for best attendance. Well done!

Key Stage 1
St Christopher-Charlotte
St Jude - Ezra
St Catherine-Jude
St Peter-Zoe
St Bernadette -Alice
St Claire-Francis

Key Stage 2
St Patrick-Theo
St Andrew-Edward
St Francis-Wilf
St Cecilia - Emelia LK
St Stephen-Marcel 
St Paul-Thalia

Key Stage 1
St Christopher-Buddy
St Jude-Atira
St Catherine-Emmi
St Peter- Ellen-Mae
St Bernadette
St Claire-Adem

Key Stage 2
St Patrick-Macy 
St Andrew- Sophie
St Francis – Noemi 
St Cecilia- John
St Stephen-Tim
St Paul-Declan 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/socsevents


Week 11

MONDAY 19th  Assembly all souls /Remembrance 
 Year 5 Viking workshop  

TUESDAY 20th  Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)

WEDNESDAY 21st  Swimming   3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
 Years 4, 5 7 6 Cross Country Waterhall –Bus to take and collect 
 3.15pm  Maths meeting for parents –Childcare 

THURSDAY 22nd  Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)
 Reception –Rainbow theatre Fairy Tales workshop 
 3.15om Maths meeting for parents –childcare 

FRIDAY 23rd  SOCS Tombola collection KS2 playground –Non School uniform day
 Football tournament TBC

Week 12

MONDAY 26th  8am Phonics meeting for parents –Reception classroom-childcare provided 
 2-3pm SEN partnership drop in with Mrs Kemp 
 3.15pm Phonics meeting for parents- reception classroom-childcare provided 

TUESDAY 27th

WEDNESDAY 28th  Swimming  5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
 St Jude’s Day
 1pm BHMA visiting choir group for Brighton centre practice

THURSDAY 29th  Breakfast & Sports awards Brighton Pier
 Prospective Reception parents tour 7.00pm – 8.00pm (those joining Sept 2019

FRIDAY 30th  Y4 Fishbourne Palace
 Year 2 Punch and Judy at school
 St Andrew’s Day
 SOCS Tombola collection KS2 playground 
 Football final TBC

Week 13 - December

MONDAY 3rd  7pm Brighton Centre Christmas Concert 

TUESDAY 4th 

WEDNESDAY 5th  Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
 4.30pm Y1 campfire – parents welcome

THURSDAY 6th •

FRIDAY 7th •

Week 14

MONDAY 10th • Albion Literacy Cup Amex 

TUESDAY 11th •

WEDNESDAY 12th  Swimming  5 St Stephen/5 St Cecilia
• 7pm KS2 Christmas Carols – all KS2 classes

THURSDAY 13th • Christmas dinner KS1

FRIDAY 14th • Christmas dinner KS2

Week 15

MONDAY 17th  9.30am KS1 Nativity  Rec St Jude, 1 St Catherine, 2 St Claire –Parents invited

TUESDAY 18th  9.30am KS1 Nativity Rec St Christopher, 1 St Peter, 2 St Bernadette - Parents invited 
 Pm Father Christmas visit and class parties 

WEDNESDAY 19th  No swimming 
 School finishes for Christmas 3pm

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  20th DECEMBER – 2nd JANUARY 

Week 16
JANUARY

Thursday 3rd  8.40am Pupils return for the Spring term

FRIDAY 4th 

MONDAY 7th 

TUESDAY 8th 

WEDNESDAY 9th  Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
 3.15pm Year 5 parents meeting re Blacklands Trip (5 St Stephen classroom)

THURSDAY 10th  3.15pm Year 6 SATs meeting for parents (6 St Martin classroom)

FRIDAY 11th 
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Dear Parents/Carers,                            13th November 2018

                              

 

    KS1 Christmas Dinner arrangements  

 

This year, Christmas Dinner for the children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be on Thursday 

13thDecember.  Please see the menu below: -  

 

Roast Turkey with all the trimmings 

Cheesy Sweet Potato and Parsnip Tart 

Mixed Vegetables 

Shortbread 

 & Ice cream 

Mince Pies 

 

All KS1 children will automatically have a Christmas dinner on this day, unless you send them to 

school with a packed lunch.  

 

On Friday 14th December, children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will have their Christmas Dinner, and 

due to the popularity of this, there will be no hot dinners available on this day for your child.  

 

We therefore ask that you provide a packed lunch from home on this day, or alternatively you 

can order a school packed lunch for your child, but this is by pre-order only and we cannot 

provide packed lunches for children who turn up on the day without ordering one.  

 

If you wish to pre-order a packed lunch for your child on Friday 14th December, please 

return this slip to the school office no later than Thursday 30th November. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

The office 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

My child………………………………………………………………           Class………………………………………………………… 

 

Would like to pre-order a school packed lunch on Friday 14th December                  
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  Dear Parents/Carers,                13th November 2018               

 

    KS2 Christmas Dinner arrangements  

 

This year, Christmas Dinner for the children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be on Friday 14th 

December.  Please see the menu below: -  

 

Roast Turkey with all the trimmings 

Cheesy Sweet Potato and Parsnip Tart 

Mixed Vegetables 

Shortbread 

 & Ice cream 

Mince Pies 

 

All KS2 children will automatically be catered for to have a Christmas dinner on this day, unless 

you send them to school with a packed lunch.  

 

On Thursday 13th December, children in Reception, year 1 and 2 will have their Christmas 

Dinner, and due to the popularity of this, there will be no hot dinners available on this day for 

your child. We therefore ask that you provide a packed lunch from home on Thursday 13th 

December. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

  The Office 





 

West End in Schools 

 
A pantomime created especially for primary schools by the best of the theatre and children’s television industries, 

performed by professional actors with at least three years of professional training and experience that often includes 

top West End shows. 

 

The West End in Schools stage layout, with the actors performing in between two groups of children, bringing 

everyone twice as close to the action. 

 

Humour and storylines which are perfectly suited to this age-range, with plenty of joining in and singing! 

 
Every child’s imagination should be inspired by the arts. Our shows and workshops are highly creative cultural 

experiences - which children will remember for ever. 

West End in Schools offers pantomimes, dance and drama workshops, musical theatre shows, and Shakespeare 

workshops to primary schools all over England. 

We’re the only school theatre company with trained actors drawn from the world of London’s West End 

theatre. 

Our team includes performers who have sung in musicals such as Wicked and Matilda, danced in Chicago and 

Shrek, and acted on the stages of the National Theatre and the Donmar Warehouse. Over the last few years 

they have worked with and performed to well over a million children. 

Using our experience as an Olivier Award winning West End production company we bring the best writers, 

directors and actors working in the industry into productions and workshops for schools just like yours. 

 


