
Week ending 14th September 2018

Dear parents and carers, 

What a delightful start it has been to the new year and 
what a warm, wonderful and welcoming return I have had. 
I cannot thank the staff, children and yourselves for such a 
positive and harmonious start to the new year.

The term started with two impactful staff training days. 
The themes were ‘Dare to Dream’ and ‘Live Life to the Full’ 
and these formed the basis for our opening liturgy. Over 
the two days, the leadership team and I focused on further 
improving whole school culture and ethos, both for us as a 
new staff team but of course for the children. I shared my 
adapted vision for the school, which can be found on the 
school website as of next week, and we revisited the 
mission and values. We reflected on behavioural choices, 
both our own and the children’s, and increasingly positive 
ways that these can be supported and improved. We 
looked at ways that we can adapt teacher workload so that 
work completed has the maximum impact on children’s 
learning and also looked at ways which we can provide 
teachers with much needed breathing space so that they 
can be the best they can be. As ever, there was a focus on 
our new School Development Plan, which has been written 
based on school self evaluation and data messages. 
Professional teacher development was provided along with 
time to further improve maths and literacy teaching and 
learning. Finally, the whole staff team, teachers, teaching 
assistants, support staff, mid day supervisors, cleaners, 
supply staff and club staff came together for child 
protection and safeguarding training.

Whilst I have returned to school as fundamentally the 
same person, carrying the same values and high 
expectations, I also return with a refreshed outlook plus an 
enhanced one through the eyes of a parent. I am looking 
forward to working, with the whole staff team, to make 
the school and children’s education even more family 
friendly. My deputy, Mrs McLoughlin, and I are incredibly 
inspired to revisit our school curriculum and further 
develop it so that it is increasingly child centered, 
purposeful and engaging. I am incredibly passionate about 
further developing outdoor learning, investigative
work and enrichment opportunities and am looking 
forward to doing so over the coming year or two (these 
things always take more time than we’d like).

Amongst the staff team, there is a buzz, positivity and 
openness which has been a pleasure to be part of. 
Feedback from the new staff has been along the lines of 
what a supportive and vibrant community we have and I 
know that myself and my senior leadership team have 
been incredibly impressed with how quickly they have 
settled into our school family.

The children have returned to school with such maturity 
and it was a pleasure to welcome them during my opening 
assembly on Wednesday 5th. Post this, they and staff, 
contributed to my ‘school family’ jar. As I’ve visited 
classrooms, it’s been evident to see everyone working to 
build a school to be increasingly proud of. Gerrard, Year 5, 
reminded me how we are a family made up of unique 
individuals, just like the unique stones they put in my jar. 
All children were formally
welcomed during our whole
school Mass the following day. 
I was impressed with the 
reverence shown and it was a
pleasure to see the children 
take time for quiet reflection. 

The theme of this week’s assembly was ‘Be opened’ as this 
was the theme for Education Sunday. We discussed how 
we can of course be open to learning but, more 
importantly, be opened to God. Our aim this year is to 
further open ourselves to God through taking time to 
reflect, to forgive and be the best we can be, revealing 
Christ to others through the positive choices that we make.

Children have been involved in developing our ‘supportive 
expectations’ for each other (what historically would have 
been called rules). Children have generated what they 
think should be expected of both themselves and each 
other for example, around he school, at playtime and in 
class. We hope that this ownership will have an 
increasingly positive impact on future choices made. 

Over the past week and a half, our doors have been 
opened to many new families and I ask that you kindly look 
out for newcomers and help them find their way. We have 
been delighted to welcome our new Reception cohort who 
have settled in phenomenally. I’ve been amazed at how 
quickly the children have adapted to school life and it’s 
been a pleasure to spend time with them in their new 
classes. A big welcome to all new families.

Here’s to a very positive year ahead for all. It’s a pleasure 
to be back.

Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Poverty Proofing

You may recall that, in April, the school was visited by a 
team of Local Authority researchers who were set the task 
of ‘Poverty Proofing’ our school. We live in a time where 
there are real concerns about the impact of poverty and 
inequality in our society. Within our country, the numbers 
of children living in poverty are predicted to hit 5.1 million 
by 2022. At Cottesmore, we are proud to be an inclusive 
and welcoming place where differences and needs of all 
kinds are met with welcome and consideration.  In this 
instance, when we use the word poverty, we are meaning 
when children, and their parents and carers, have to go 
without things that other families take for granted. For 
example, it is reported that nationally 10% of children 
cannot go to clubs such as football or drama because of 
the cost.

Whist visiting our school, the researchers spent time 
talking to children and staff in addition to gaining access to 
parent voice - we thank you for your valid contributions. 
Many areas of strength were highlighted in the report, in 
addition to identifying areas to develop further and these 
have been shared with staff and Governors. Some of the 
recommendations have already been put in place, such as 
asking that the children no longer bring in personal, and 
often expensive, pencil cases. The pressure to keep up 
with peers can sometimes make children, and families, feel 
under pressure to provide. The school will of course 
provide all resources needed.

Future recommendations 
Whilst we appreciate that some children bring in a 
‘birthday’ book, it has been identified that this can put 
unnecessary financial pressure on families. We are no 
longer suggesting this as a way of marking birthdays. 
Whilst we, and the children, appreciate the kind gestures, 
we will be returning any items at the end of the school day, 
in order to ensure consistency. Similarly, we will no longer 
accept or hand out sweets on children’s birthdays, or any 
other occasions. 

We will endeavour to give parents and carers extended 
notice when preparing financially for school trips. We 
would like to remind you that financial assistance is 
available and to contact the school if needed.  Information 
will remain confidential and no child will ever miss a school 
trip, or opportunity, for such reasons. We are reviewing 
the overall costs of school trips, including residential trips. 
Please do contact us via email to communicate annual 
amounts that you feel are appropriate to pay. As part of 
this, the school is considering no longer offering the Y5 
residential (as of 2019-2020) and we would like to hear 
your feedback.

Topic based homework, that often requires a great deal of 
resources, will no longer be set and a reminder that free 
spaces at Sibling club are always available to those without 
access to computers or quiet spaces at home. We have 
updated our Homework policy, in line with national 
research and findings and you will receive more 
information at next week’s ‘meet the new teacher’ 
sessions but to summarise, homework will now purely 
consist of regular practice of basic skills. Homework 
activities will not require great levels of parental subject 
knowledge and involvement. 

We are reviewing the amount of ‘dress up days’ we hold in 
school and how inclusive these are for all children. For 
now, we will continue with topic dress up days but reduce 
other whole school dress up events. We are working 
towards collecting a bank of topic day dressing up clothes
and would welcome any donations of pre-used outfits.

For children taking part in Bikeability (Years 5 and 6), we 
will arrange for bikes and scooters to be lent to pupils, if 
needed. There is no expectation that all pupils should own 
a bike. Additionally, some recycling centres give bikes away 
free of charge so it’s worth having a look…

Whist we would like all children to have a school PE kit in 
school,  we appreciate that this may be an additional 
financial undertaking for parents. Every class will soon 
have a box of  spare PE kits which children can access. No 
child will ever miss out on their PE sessions due to lack of 
sufficient kit. 

We would like to remind parents about the process of 
applying for ‘free school meals’. If you are in receipt of 
certain benefits, you are eligible to apply for free school 
meals. You can do this by following the link : 
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-
education/schools/applying-online-free-school-meals. This 
can also give you access to free after school clubs. 

Many thanks for your support, in helping us achieve an 
inclusive and ‘Poverty proofed’ school.

Harvest Praise 

It’s that time of year again when 
we are beginning to think about 
Harvest at Cottesmore St Mary. 
We will celebrate a KS2 mass on the 4th of October and a 
KS1 Assembly on the 5th of October, both beginning at 
9.15am.  Each year we collect contributions for St Anne's 
Day Centre, who work with the homeless. In KS1 we collect 
donations of food (non-perishable) and in KS2 we collect a 
monetary donation, which goes towards purchasing larger 
items at the centre. 



First Communion preparation. 

Preparation for First Holy Communion 
with be starting shortly in the Parishes 
of Sacred Heart, St, Peter's and St. 
George’s. If you wish to join the 
preparation groups please register 
your child this week. Forms can be  at
each Church. 

The Hangleton Food Bank is continuing its great work 
supporting local families that are experiencing in need. 
Donations of non-perishable food are always needed. 
There is a blue box based in the office entrance to the 
school for all donations. 

Notices

Awards

Archie Bear is working on your attendance at present. Class to be announced soon!

Key Stage 1
St Jude -Millie
St Catherine-All of 1 St 
Catherine 
St Peter-Shay 
St Bernadette-Chrysa
St Claire -Freya

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Leo
St Patrick-Maya  
St Andrew -Gabriel
St Francis-Sadie-Rose
St Cecilia-Connor 
St Stephen- Max
St Martin -Isabella
St Paul –Bill 

Key Stage 1
St Catherine- Silvia
St Peter-Eduarda
St Bernadette- Vinicus
St Claire-Jamie 

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Bluebell
St Patrick-Maiven
St Andrew-Caitlin
St Francis- Gina
St Cecilia -Hannah
St Stephen- Emma
St Martin-Ryan
St Paul- Ashley 



Upcoming dates

MONDAY 17th  Year 5 Butser Farm 

 Year 3 Stone Age Man

 3.15pm Year 3 Meet the Teacher –childcare provided 

TUESDAY 18th  3.15pm Year 1 & 6 Meet The Teacher - childcare provided

WEDNESDAY 19th  3.15pm Year 5 Meet The Teacher - childcare provided

THURSDAY 20th  3.15pm Year 2 Meet The Teacher - childcare provided

FRIDAY 21st  3.15pm Reception & Year 4 Meet The Teacher - childcare provided

MONDAY 24th

TUESDAY 25th

WEDNESDAY 26th  Languages day

 Year 1 Forest School at Cottesmore

THURSDAY 27th

FRIDAY 28th

October – Black History Month and Month of the Rosary

MONDAY 1st October 

TUESDAY 2nd

WEDNESDAY 3rd  10am Year 6 team - Tag Rugby Waterhall

 2.45pm – 31.5pm School Nurse drop in sessions enter vis school office

 7.30pm CNCS open evening for prospective Year 7 

THURSDAY 4th  9.15am KS2 Harvest Mass –parents welcome 

FRIDAY 5TH  9.15am KS1 Harvest Assembly –parents welcome

MONDAY 8th  Year 6 ‘We’ll meet again’ Rainbow Theatre –hall. Parents welcome 2.30pm

TUESDAY 9th  Year 3 trip to Ashdown Forest 

 Year 6 School nurse - height, weights, measure 

WEDNESDAY 10th

THURSDAY 11th  9.15am Year 1 & 5 Mass – parents welcome

FRIDAY 12th

MONDAY 15th 

TUESDAY 16th  3.20pm-6pm Parents evening

WEDNESDAY 17th 

THURSDAY 18  3.20pm-6pm Parents evening 

FRIDAY 19th




