
Week ending 12th October 2018

Dear parents / carers 

Black History Month This week, we explored the 

importance of Black History Month. We talked about how, in 

the past, people were treated differently because of the colour

of their skin and how some important figures stood up for 

equality and rightly wanted things to change. We discussed 

that, in 1926, in America, a man called Carter G. Woodson 

introduced a “Negro History Week,” which later turned into 

Black History Month and how the first Black History Month took 

place in the UK In 1987. Children watched a video about the 

Windrush Generation and focused on how we can learn from 

the mistakes made by people in the past and make sure we 

don’t make them again. We identified how thankful we are that 

our school is inclusive and celebrated our diversity. In the 

coming month, all children will be receiving workshops linked 

to Black History so that they can further develop their 

understanding. 

Talking to children This week, Senior Leaders carried out 

pupil interviews and book looks with children from their 

Learning Communities. A reminder that Mrs McFarland is 

responsible for Years 1 and 2, Mrs Fletcher for Years 3 and 4 

and Miss Brady for Years 5 and 6. The Learning Community 

Leads / Senior Leaders have been pleased with what they have 

seen and heard and put actions in place where slight tweaks 

might be needed. It’s always a pleasure to talk to the children 

about their learning and experiences at school. I eat lunch with 

different children every day which, as well as being a pleasure, 

is also a perfect opportunity to gauge what is taking place and 

how they are feeling. We are a school committed to doing our 

best and pupil voice is a vital part of that, as is parent voice. 

Please do remember to get in touch with any queries, ideas or 

feedback that you might have.

Buddies The first of our ‘Buddy’ Masses took place this week. 

Children from Year 1 and Year 5 worshipped together and 

thought about how they can be great for God, just like the 

saints. The Year 5 children also reflected on the responsibility of 

being a buddy and how they can look after and guide the Year 1 

children. All children then spent time in our outdoor area and 

shared books together. 

Homework
As you know, we have recently updated our homework policy. 
Post parental voice, this has been slightly adapted. A copy of the 
policy can now be found on the school website and we will 
continue to keep it under review. 
We have decided to introduce a home / school spelling book as 
feedback was that some parents relish a tool in which they can 
communicate with the class teacher. For example, to record 
findings from learning at home and liaise directly without having 
to meet after school. Similarly, the teacher can record extra 
direction if needed. 
We are also adding a section called Headteacher’s Challenge to 
the year group website pages. These sections will consist of extra 
work for those wishing to complete a little more. It will include 
written literacy activities and come complete with guidance and 
success criteria. There will also be guidance towards further 
written maths activities. These activities are not mandatory nor 
will they be marked by the class teacher. They will however allow 
parents, wanting to see how children are applying written skills 
learnt in school, to have a guide linked to year group 
expectations. Comments regarding the written work completed 
could be written in the liaison book if queries or concerns occur.  
For further information regarding potential home learning, we 
recommend that you visit individual year group curriculum maps, 
which can also be found on year group pages. Here you will find 
the objectives and end of year expectations. Many home learning 
books are linked to these. Please do regularly visit year group 
pages on our school website as these are constantly being 
updated with resources. 
A reminder of homework expectations 
Spellings
As of next week, all children will be issued with a home / school 
spelling book. Every fortnight, 10 words will be recorded for the 
children to learn for a fortnightly test. The test will take place in 
the same book so that you can see how your child performed. In 
Year 1, these worlds will be taken from the National Curriculum 
(NC) high frequency word list. In Year 2, from the NC common 
word list and in Years 3 and 4 / 5 and 6 from their own NC lists. 
Complete lists can be found on each year group website page. In 
the book, the class teacher will also record the spelling rules that 
the children have been learning that fortnight. However, these 
won’t form part of the test as our spelling lessons incorporate 
the children testing each other. List of these rules can also be 
found on year group pages. 
Reading 
We ask that every child reads a real book for a set time every 
night. From Reception to Year 3 these are from an in class, 
coloured, book band selection and from Year 4 upwards, from 
their class library. We ask that once a week, reading 
comprehension is completed via Bug Club.
Maths
We ask that children spend time learning their times tables, and 
the inverse operation, for twice weekly ‘Rockstar’ tests. Further 
guidance on how to support this can be found on year group 
website pages. A weekly, my maths activity, linked to in class 
learning, will continue to be set weekly as per previous years. 

Thank you for your support as ever 
Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Tours for prospective Reception children 
We are holding tours for the parents of prospective 
Reception children, joining September 2019, on 13th, 
14th, 20th and 22nd November at 9am and 29th

November at 7pm 
If you wish to attend, please contact the school office to 
reserve a place. Please do spread the word. 

Grandparents celebration
On Friday the 19th of October, we will be celebrating 
grandparents during our Celebration Assembly at 
2.15pm All grandparents are welcome but we ask that 
you inform the office of proposed attendance so that 
we can ensure enough seating

Free Family Learning Festival
On Sunday 14 October 2018, 11.30-2pm there will be a 
Free Family Learning Festival event taking place within 
the Children's Library in Jubilee Library. The event will 
have a snail theme to tie in with the popular snail pace 
event currently running. There will be activities for pre-
schoolers and parents/ carers to enjoy together -
number games, crafting and story-telling and more. 

School Photographs
The photographer will be in on Monday 12th November 
to take individual and sibling photographs. 

Notices

Awards

Archie Bear is going to visit 6 St Martin for best attendance. Well done!

Key Stage 1
St Christopher -Michael 
St Jude - Daniel 
St Catherine- Joseph S 
St Peter-Isla
St Bernadette -Irene
St Claire-Alan

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Lily 
St Patrick-Daisy
St Andrew-Liliana
St Francis-Beatrice 
St Cecilia - Alex
St Stephen-Kiran
St Martin- Kaiya 
St Paul - Ira

Key Stage 1
St Christopher- Grace 
St Jude -Victor
St Catherine-Kate G
St Peter- Huxley
St Bernadette- Maxwell
St Claire- Angelina 

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Michael 
St Patrick -iris
St Andrew- Jake 
St Francis-Nate 
St Cecilia- Harriet
St Stephen-Niamh 
St Martin-Danielle 
St Paul-Matthew 



Week 7

MONDAY 15TH •

TUESDAY 16TH • 3.20pm – 6.00pm Parents evening plus SEN consultations

WEDNESDAY 17TH • Swimming 3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
• Year 1 Forest School (Plumpton College)

THURSDAY 18TH • 3.20pm – 6.00pm Parents evening plus SEN consultations 

FRIDAY 19TH • Y2 Volks Railway trip
• SOCS Film Night -COCO
• School finishes for half term

HALF TERM HOLIDAY 22.10.18 – 26.10.18

Week 8

MONDAY 29th • Inset day – school closed to pupils

TUESDAY 30th • 8.40am Children return to school 
•

WEDNESDAY 31st  Swimming 3 St Joan / 4 St Francis

THURSDAY 1st Nov  Feast of All Saints

FRIDAY 2nd Nov  Feast of All Souls


Week 9

MONDAY 5th  BARVEMBER launces across the school 

TUESDAY 6th 

WEDNESDAY 7th  Swimming 3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
 Sussex cricket to do coaching with Year 4 

THURSDAY 8th  9.15am Years Reception and 6 mass – parents welcome

FRIDAY 9th 

SUNDAY 11th  Remembrance Sunday 

Week 10 

MONDAY 12th  Anti-Bullying week
 Photographer in to take individual photos 

TUESDAY 13th  Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)

WEDNESDAY 14th  Swimming  3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
 Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)

THURSDAY 15th  Love in a Box Collection
 9.15am Years 2, 3 and 4 mass – parents welcome

FRIDAY 16th 

Week 11

MONDAY 19th  Year 5 Viking Workshop 

TUESDAY 20th  Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)

WEDNESDAY 21st  Swimming   3 St Joan / 4 St Francis

THURSDAY 22nd  Prospective Reception parents tour 9am – 10am (those joining Sept 2019)
 Reception –Rainbow theatre Fairy Tales workshop 

FRIDAY 23rd 

Week 12

MONDAY 26th

TUESDAY 27th

WEDNESDAY 28th 

 Swimming  5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
 St Jude’s Day

THURSDAY 29th  Prospective Reception parents tour 7.00pm – 8.00pm (those joining Sept 2019

FRIDAY 30th  Y4 Fishbourne Palace
 Year 2 Punch and Judy at school
 St Andrew’s Day

Week 13 December

MONDAY 3rd  Brighton Centre Christmas Concert 7pm

TUESDAY 4th 

WEDNESDAY 5th  Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
 4.30pm Y1 campfire – parents welcome

THURSDAY 6th •

FRIDAY 7th •

Week 14

MONDAY 10th •

TUESDAY 11th •

WEDNESDAY 12th  Swimming  5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
• 7pm KS2 Christmas Carols – all KS2 classes

THURSDAY 13th • Christmas dinner KS1

FRIDAY 14th • Christmas dinner KS2

Week 15

MONDAY 17th • 9.30am KS1 Nativity  Rec St Jude, 1 St Catherine, 2 St Claire –Parents invited

TUESDAY 18th  9.30am KS1 Nativity Rec St Christopher, 1 St Peter, 2 St Bernadette - Parents invited 
 Pm Father Christmas visit and class parties 

WEDNESDAY 19th • No swimming 
• School finishes for Christmas 3pm

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  20th DECEMBER – 3rd JANUARY 










