
Week ending 7th December 2018

Dear parents and carers, 

Advent 
This week saw us celebrate the start of Advent. Children have 

been reflecting on ways in which we can prepare ourselves for 

the birth of Jesus. They have been writing Advent promises 

and thinking about how these can help us all to reveal Jesus to 

others. Children have been 

visiting our prayer area and 

also tying purple ribbons as 

they’ e said an Advent prayer. 

Every class has created an 

Advent door to reflect an 

aspect of the Christmas story 

or provide a think piece for 

the children. A slide show of 

these will soon be available 

in the school website. However, 

should you wish to come and have

a tour, please contact the school office and I will arrange for 

some children to take you round. Please see the end of the 

newsletter for ways you can celebrate Advent as a family. 

Thank you SOCS
A big thank you to SOCS who helped us to start Christmas 

festivities last weekend with the two performances of Aladdin 

and Christmas stalls. It was a perfect way to start December 

and I know that the children enjoyed themselves (my son was 

certainly enthralled - well for a while, until crawling along the 

mats became a fun option!). A whopping £1600 was raised, so 

a huge thank you to all involved in making this event run so 

smoothly and to all those who supported the event. The 

money raised will be used towards buying a sound system for 

future school events.

Books 
Thanks to SOCS who have recently also provided the school 

with £2000 towards books for class libraries. Another way we 

a  oost the hildre ’s lass li raries is through book

donations. Post our poverty proofing review, we asked that 

children no longer brought in a new book to celebrate their 

birthday. This was because  some children reported that they 

either ere ’t allo ed or that this as ’t al ays possi le 
financially and that this made them not feel good about 

themselves. Families however, are always still welcome to 

do ate ooks ia the s hool offi e, e just o ’t o ertly 
celebrate who has brought in what. Similarly, we would be 

happen to receive donations of second hand books from 

home. Over the holidays, you may wish to have a sort out of 

books and any unwanted, good quality, well known story 

books, for ages 5 - 11 would be much appreciated. We can 

then allocate these to the appropriate year groups. We will 

continue to accept books like this throughout the year and 

hopefully this will go someway towards regularly replenishing 

supplies.

Christmas concert 
This week, forty children from Year 5 and 6 joined a mass 

choir, of over one thousand children, from all over Brighton 

and Hove for the Brighton Centre Christmas Concert. 

Congratulations to our wonderful choir on such a fantastic 

concert. They have shown such dedication in coming to choir 

practice, every week since September, in order to learn all the 

songs in time. A big thank you to parents and children for the 

early starts on Thursdays.  A big thank you to Mrs Concannon

who prepared the children for the evening  and Mrs Cutler and 

Mrs Leaney for giving up their time to chaperone.

End of term reminders 
Please see the letters attached to this newsletter with regards 

to the KS2 outdoor nativity that will take place next 

Wednesday 12th December  at 7pm. We have planned for fine 

weather and outdoor carols. Should the weather be raining,  

we will move the carols inside. 

KS1 nativities are on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th December . 

Please see the letters to check which day has been allocated to 

your hild’s lass. 

School Christmas lunches are on 13th December for KS1 and 

14th December for KS2. Letters have been sent out regarding 

this and orders already placed, however do liaise with the 

school office if you have any last minute requests. A reminder 

that all children in KS1 will need to bring a packed lunch in 14th

December and KS2 on 13th December

Finally, SOCS organised Christmas celebrations will be held on 

Tuesday 18th December for all children. Children in KS2 will 

have afternoon class party games and a disco and children in 

KS1 will receive a visit from Father Christmas and also enjoy 

class parties.

Have a super weekend. Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Brighton Fringe 2019 Take  part in the Family Guide 

cover competition, challenging children to create a piece of 

original art inspired by the tagline for Brighton Fringe 2019: 

Dare to Dis o er . The winner will see their work on the front 

of 80,000 Brighton Fringe Family Guides and receive a gift 

voucher worth £200 to spend on tickets at Brighton Fringe 2018. 

They will also receive a Gold Friends membership entitling them 

to 2 for 1 offers on events and many more benefits. Three 

runners-up ill i  t o ti kets to a Brighto  Fri ge hildre ’s 
show of their choice.www.brightonfringe.org/news-

updates/2019-family-guide-cover-competition/

Art Club
Due to the popularity of Mrs Cullen's art club, a second 

club is being offered in the new year. Mrs Silvester will be 

sending information out regarding this however do 

o ta t the offi e if you’d like ore i for atio .

Parentpay
As we are coming to the end of the term, it is important that all 

payments on your parentpay are up to date. Please ensure you 

check your parentpay account and clear any outstanding 

balances by the end of term. If you require support with how to 

use parentpay, please speak to the school office. Thank you 

Reception Applications 2019-2020 

A reminder that latter December is a busy time for our 

Parish Priests so, those requiring SIF forms to be 

completed, may consider doing so sooner rather than 

later. Some Parish Priests also take holidays in early 

January so it's important to get forms completed before 

then. A huge thank you to the Year 5 and 6 children who 

helped out with the evening parent tour this week – they 

did the school proud

Notices

Archie Bear is with St Cecilia for best attendance. Well done!

Key Stage 1

St Christopher-Lucy 

St Jude -Eduardo

St Catherine-Lola 

St Peter-Gabi 

St Bernadette –Kitty 

St Claire- Kitty 

Key Stage 2

St Joan- Daisy 

St Patrick -Jorge

St Andrew-Gerard 

St Francis-Charlie 

St Cecilia-Tyler

St Stephen-Harry 

St Paul-Hannah 

Key Stage 1

St Christopher-Oliver 

St Jude-Fern

St Catherine-Wynnifred

St Peter-Yara

St Bernadette- Beatrice 

St Claire-Beatrice 

Key Stage 2

St Joan-Oscar 

St Patrick –Oscar 

St Andrew- Holly 

St Francis- Fin 

St Cecilia- Isabella 

St Stephen-Ella 

St Paul-Ben 

http://www.brightonfringe.org/news-updates/2019-family-guide-cover-competition/


Week 14

MONDAY 10th • Albion Literacy Cup Amex 

TUESDAY 11th •
WEDNESDAY 12th  Swimming  5 St Stephen/5 St Cecilia

• 7pm KS2 Christmas Carols – all KS2 classes  (if wet it will be in the  hall but will 

be limited to 2 seats per child)

THURSDAY 13th • Christmas dinner KS1

FRIDAY 14th • Christmas dinner KS2

• 3.15pm Football home v Hove Juniors 

Week 15

MONDAY 17th • 9.30am KS1 Nativity  Rec St Jude, 1 St Catherine, 2 St Claire –Parents invited 

2 seats per child

TUESDAY 18th  9.30am KS1 Nativity Rec St Christopher, 1 St Peter, 2 St Bernadette - Parents 

invited  Pm Father Christmas visit and class parties 

WEDNESDAY 19th  No swimming  School finishes for Christmas 3pm

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  20th DECEMBER – 2nd JANUARY 

Week 16

JANUARY

Thursday 3rd  8.40am Pupils return for the Spring term

FRIDAY 4th 
MONDAY 7th 
TUESDAY 8th 
WEDNESDAY 9th  Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia 3.15pm Year 5 parents meeting re Blacklands Trip (5 St Stephen classroom)

THURSDAY 10th  3.15pm Year 6 SATs meeting for parents (6 St Martin classroom)

FRIDAY 11th •

MONDAY 14th • Year 6 Ancient Greeks workshop 

• 2pm St Andrew Soundmakers –hall

TUESDAY 15th •
WEDNESDAY 16th  Swimming  5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia

THURSDAY 17th  9.15am Year 2,3 & 4 Reconciliation Service 3.15pm Year 2 SATs meeting for parents (St Bernadette classroom)
FRIDAY 18th 
MONDAY  21st  2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers – hall

TUESDAY 22nd 
WEDNESDAY 23rd  Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia Indoor athletics 

THURSDAY 24th  9.15am Year 1 & 5 Reconciliation Service 

FRIDAY  25th 
MONDAY 28th  2pm 4 St Andrew Soundmakers - hall Reception Bikeability Balance 

TUESDAY 29th  Reception Bikeability Balance

WEDNESDAY 30th  Swimming  5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia Reception Bikeability Balance

THURSDAY 31st  9.15am Reception and Year 6 Reconciliation Service (tbc) Reception Bikeability Balance
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4th December 2018 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

KS2 Carol Concert at Cottesmore St Mary  

 

At 7.00pm on Wednesday 12th December 2018 KS2 will be holding their 

Christmas Carol Service. This year we are celebrating the Christmas story 

through song and drama. This will include a small tableau with a selection of 

Year 5 children and all the other KS2 classes singing a selection of old and new 

hymns. 

 

This year the celebration will be outside! We would ask parents to bring a torch 

so that you can see the song words and join in. 

 

We expect all the children to arrive at school at 6.40pm and go straight to their 

classrooms please.  

 

Children should dress warmly in their own clothes this year including hats, warm 

coats, scarves etc. If they would also like to wear a festive headband/hat then 

they are very welcome to. 

 

SOCS will be serving refreshments (mulled wine and mince pies) and the retiring 

collection will be donated to Cafod. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

 

Mrs Fairbanks 

 Liturgy Lead  

           & 

Mrs Elliott, Mrs Bowles and Ms Wilkinson  

Year 5 Classteachers  
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3rd December 2018 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Infant Nativity Play 
 
 
At 9.30am on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th December KS1 will be holding their Nativity 
plays in the hall. An allocation of 2 seats per child will automatically be given. No tickets 
will be issued however; you will be signed in on the morning of the Nativity under your 2-
seat allocation. Everyone will enter via the cloister doors where a member of staff for your 
child’s year groups you will sign you in following our fire regulation procedures. See below 
for which day your Child’s class is performing and please only join us on that specific day. 
An end of performance collection will be donated to Cafod and Antifreeze. 
 
 
 

Monday 18th December  
St Jude 

St Catherine 
St Claire 

 
 

Tuesday 19th December  
St Christopher 

St Peter 
St Bernadette 

 
 

If you do not require any or all of your seats, please inform the school office as these could be 
allocated elsewhere. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
The School Office 
 

 









Dear Parent or Carer,  

Miss School Miss Out 

I am writing to remind you of the benefits of school attendance and 
the positive ways school life improves children’s lives. As you know, 
it is your responsibility as a parent or carer to ensure your child or young person access their 
education and we will support you in this.  

There is a strong education offer for our children and young people delivered by schools in the 
Brighton & Hove Education Partnership within the city. The various results achieved by pupils 
last year reflect the high quality of education available in all our schools. The results are better 
than the national average. 

Missing school means missing out on so many things. You will hopefully have seen posters 
and information about school attendance which were shared before the summer holidays. You 
will be seeing more of these in the coming months.  

Not attending regularly limits opportunities for your child to make the most of being at school. 
Being at school is about being with friends, experiencing new activities and learning new skills 
as well as impacting on a young person’s future prospects. 

Future employers and training providers look to see what grades a young person has 
achieved. We know that in this city, pupils attending for more than 95% of the year achieve 
GCSE results that are one grade higher than those that don’t.  

There are very few reasons why a pupil should not be in school and it is essential that you, as 
parents or carers, play your part. Thank you to all parents and carers who already support us 
by prioritising school attendance. 

Facts to think about: 

 Missing 19 days in a school year will mean only being in school for 90% of the time. Being 
late by 15 minutes every day means missing two weeks of learning in a year.  

 School life provides pupils with more experiences than just what is taught in lessons and 
these help to improve your child’s future prospects.  

 Children do not need to stay off school if they have mild health problems such as 
conjunctivitis, a cold or headache. 

 Advice is available if you need support in making sure your child has good school 
attendance, every school has an allocated member of staff who can help. 

 More information is available on our website: https://www.brighton-
hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-education/schools/miss-school-miss-out 

I am sure you can see the benefits of making sure your child doesn’t Miss School and Miss 
Out and helping your child to attend school every day they can. Thank you.  

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Dr Jo Lyons 
Assistant Director - Education & Skills 


