
Week ending 5th October 2018

Dear parents / carers 

Praying the Rosary 

We have enjoyed a very spiritual and reflective week at 

school. The week began with whole school Collective 

Worship, focusing on the Rosary. As October is the month 

dedicated to praying the Rosary, I encouraged children to 

take the opportunity to do so either at home, at one of our 

prayer stations or at my weekly Rosary club. I explained to 

that this was our opportunity to connect with God and 

meditate on Jesus’ life. We discussed how by using prayer, 

and these reflections, we can further develop our 

relationship with God and get to know Him better through 

the life events of Jesus. All, in turn, helping us to 

distinguish between the choices we make. We talked 

through the different prayers said and had a brief 

introduction to the decades. I was pleased to welcome 31 

children to my club in addition to noticing children self 

initiating prayer during various other break times. All 

children, and parents, welcome at next week’s Rosary 

club. 

Harvest Praise 

Later in the week, we celebrated Harvest with a reflective 

KS2 Mass and an uplifting KS1 assembly. The instrumental 

accompaniments, in both Key Stages, were a welcome 

addition and it was a pleasure to welcome Reception to 

their first, of many, whole school celebration. Patrick, from 

St Anne's Day Centre, came to thank children and parents 

for all the kind food and monetary donations made. I am 

always humbled to hear about the amazing work that the 

volunteers at St Anne’s do and the kindness and 

compassion they show. May we all be inspired to do a little 

more to help others. 

St Francis 

4 St Francis celebrated their class Saint’s day on Thursday, 

4th October. Did you know that St Francis is the patron 

saint of the environment, along with being the patron 

saint of animals? Children thought about how they might 

pray to him when a much loved family pet dies. We will 

soon be re-launching the school Eco Council and children 

suggested St Francis being linked to the group. What a 

lovely idea. 

INCo maternity cover 

As you know, Mrs Mullans plans to begin her maternity 

leave shortly after October half term. She is hoping to 

return a day a week in the final summer half term and 

return fully come September 2019. I am very pleased to 

inform you that Mrs Kemp will be our interim INCo. I 

initially met Mrs Kemp through her passion for supporting 

children with specific needs and she subsequently came 

and taught at the school, providing leadership cover in 

several classes. Mrs Kemp knows the school, staff and 

many of the children well. Mrs Kemp has good experience 

of supporting children and families with a range of needs 

and working with relevant agencies and is passionately 

committed to this role. Mrs Kemp has already begun 

liaising with Mrs Mullans to ensure a thorough handover 

and, prior to her official start, Mrs Kemp is happy to liaise 

with any families, alongside Mrs Mullans, if required. Mrs 

Kemp will stay with us until the end of the summer term 

thus offering a solid transition period as Mrs Mullans

begins her return. Mrs Kemp will work every Monday and 

some Fridays. Mrs McLoughlin will take on the role of Child 

Protection and Safeguarding lead during Mrs Mullans

leave.

Learning in action - Year 1 Forest School 

Year 1 are currently enjoying their Forest School 

experiences. Last week’s session was held here at school, 

in our very own Forest School. The children enjoyed a 

variety of activities including mud painting, den building, 

clay molding and fire lighting. The children tell me that 

they had the best time and particularly enjoyed ending the 

session with hot chocolate and a story about a swallow 

who flew to Africa for the winter. Aren’t we blessed to 

have such space and experiences on offer within our 

school grounds.



Schools Games and Healthy Choice Award 

I am delighted  to announce that we have been awarded 

the School Games Mark and Healthy Choice Award for our  

Breakfast Club. Thank you to Mrs Saunders, Mrs White and 

Mr Buggy for all their work leading Breakfast Club. For 

more information about the club, including the menu, 

please visit the ‘Clubs’ page on the school website. Here, 

you will also find additional information regarding Mr

Buggy’s Cardio Kids club, that runs onsite until 6pm, via a 

link to the Cardio Kids own website. 

Funded SOCS events 

Children currently registered as Pupil Premium currently 

receive 

• Additional interventions, including Math's and English 

booster groups, interventions, counselling and 

nurture (if needed).

• Extra-curricular enrichment opportunities which 

include funded swimming, theatre visits, school trips, 

including forest school and residential trips.

• Funded breakfast club and sibling club plus £50 

towards any other after school club of choice. 

• Funded school lunch in KS2 (all children in KS1 receive 

a funded lunch).

• School uniform from the SOCS, nearly new second 

hand store. 

I am pleased to say that SOCS (supporters of Cottesmore

St Mary) have kindly offered to further support families in 

need within our school community so that no child missed 

out on the experiences of others, due to family financial 

circumstances. So, in addition, SOCS are now kindly 

offering funded passes to any school community events, 

arranged by SOCs. For example, school disco, summer and 

Christmas events, Christmas panto, film night. If you would 

like to take up these offers, please let the school office, or 

myself, know and we will obtain tickets for you and your 

child. We will keep all information confidential and SOCS 

will only receive the numbers of people requiring these, 

not names. For further information on how to register for 

Pupil Premium, please visit the school website or contact 

the school office. The school receives grant money for 

every child that is registered, so please do sign up if 

eligible.  

Tours for Prospective Reception children 

We are holding tours for the parents of prospective 
Reception children, joining September 2019, on 
• 13th, 15th, 20th & 22nd November at 9am 
• 29th November at 7pm 
Please do spread the word. If you wish to attend, please 
contact the school office to reserve a place. 

Times Tables Rock

As part of one of my walk rounds this week, I spoke to 
children in Year 2 about Times Tables Rockstars. The 
children told be how much they were enjoying the 
challenge of learning their tables and the twice weekly 
tests. Who’d have though that we’d ever have an 
overwhelming majority of children saying how much they 
enjoyed both! Angelina told me how she has moved from 
Wannabe, with 18/60, to Breakthrough Artist, with 
32/60. Tidianne was proud because he’d moved from 
Busker, with 20/60, to Breakthrough Artist, with 34/60 
and Miya was beyond thrilled to have moved to Rock 
Legend status with 60/60. Time for her to now move to 
the related division facts. Children are given 3 minutes to 
answer 60 questions. Please don’t forget that learning 
times tables, and related division facts, is part of our daily 
recommended homework. Notes to support this learning 
at home, can now be found on every year group page on 
the school website. 

World Mental Health Day - Wed 10th October
As part of the #IAMWHOLE campaign, this Wednesday, 
we are challenging our school community to make a time 
and space on World Mental Health Day, to do something 
to promote emotional well-being for all. The campaign 
has created a challenge list and suggested activities are 
based around the five ways to wellbeing 
Mindfulness; have a yoga or meditation lesson (take 
notice). Get outdoors; organise a walk in the local area or 
park (be active). Music; create a collaborative playlist of 
tunes that make you feel good (connect). Feel Good Box; 
fill a shoe box with objects and ideas that cheer you up 
(learn). Share; share a story with somebody (connect). 
Cooking and Eating; prepare and eat some food together 
or hold a bake sale (give). Get Active; an alternative PE 
lesson, maybe some unique leisure activities (be active). 
Play; get back to basics and set up a board games session 
(connect). Get Creative; have a creative arts session, 
maybe mindful colouring (take notice). In every class, all 
children will be taking an hour out of the usual activities 
in order to complete one of these challenges, you might 
want to consider doing  the same….

Have a wonderful weekend. Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Parents Consultation meetings

Parents Consultation meetings will be held on Tuesday 16th 
and Thursday 18th October. For further information and 
instructions for booking, please see last week’s newsletter, 
or contact the school office. 

Lost property 

We now have official Lost Property monitors. These 
incredibly helpful children have been sorting lost property 
weekly. The monitors have been returning any named items 
to the rightful owners and any unnamed items have been 
placed outside. Any uncollected items have then passed to 
SOCS seconds uniform store. Please do make sure that all 
items of clothing are clearly named.

Grandparents celebration 

On Friday the 19th of October, we will be celebrating 
grandparents during our Celebration Assembly at 
2.15pm All grandparents are welcome but we ask that 
you inform the office of proposed attendance so that we 
can ensure enough seating. Many of you have already 
sent in photos of grandparents, both those with us and 
any in heaven, so many thanks. Any extra photos need to 
be emailed to Mrs Fairbanks by Tuesday 2nd October so 
that we can complete our special video to celebrate all 
their hard work and love. Please email 
colettefairbanks@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk with 
any pictures and attach a name.

Notices

Awards

Archie Bear is working on the attendance at present. Class to be announced soon!

Key Stage 1
St Christopher -Elena
St Jude - Ruban
St Catherine-Rommell
St Peter -Ellie 
St Bernadette -Donly
St Claire – Angelina B

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Izzy
St Patrick-Grace H
St Andrew Mia-Li
St Francis-Oskar
St Cecili - Donley
St Stephen-Grace H
St Martin- Ellis 
St Paul –Joe H

Key Stage 1
St Christopher- Reuben
St Jude -Elena
St Catherine- Poppy
St Peter- Shanice 
St Bernadette- Amelie
St Claire- Miya

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Patrick
St Patrick -Cole
St Andrew-Albert 
St Francis- Sorrell
St Cecilia- Amelie
St Stephen- Cole
St Martin-Denzel
St Paul-Bethany



Week 6

MONDAY 8th  Walk in to school week 
 Y6 Rainbow Theatre
 Father Alexander to visit 

TUESDAY 9th  Y6 Heights, weights measure – All day
 Y3 Ashdown Forest

WEDNESDAY 10th  World Metal health Day 
 Swimming 3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
 Y1 Forest School (at school)
 Y4 Rainbow Theatre 1pm- 3pm school hall

THURSDAY 11th  9.15am Years 1 and 5 mass – parents welcome 

FRIDAY 12th  Flu vaccines Reception –Year 6 
 2.30pm Story time Reception –parents invited 2.30

Week 7

MONDAY 15TH 

TUESDAY 16TH  3.20pm – 6.00pm Parents evening plus SEN consultations

WEDNESDAY 17TH  Swimming 3 St Joan / 4 St Francis
 Year 1 Forest School (Plumpton College)

THURSDAY 18TH  3.20pm – 6.00pm Parents evening plus SEN consultations 

FRIDAY 19TH  Y2 Volks Railway trip
 SOCS Film Night -COCO
 School finishes for half term

HALF TERM HOLIDAY 22.10.18 – 26.10.18

Week 8

MONDAY 29th  Inset day – school closed to pupils

TUESDAY 30th  8.40am Children return to school 


WEDNESDAY 31st  Swimming 3 St Joan / 4 St Francis

THURSDAY 1st Nov  Feast of All Saints 
 Mass Years 2,3,4 - parents welcome 

FRIDAY 2nd Nov  Feast of All Souls








• TRIPLE PARENTING EMAIL ANNA


