
Week ending  30th November

Dear parents and carers, 

Mane Nobiscum Domine – our school motto
This week’s assembly was led by 
Mrs McLoughlin, on the theme of 
our school’s historic motto, ‘Mane 
Nobiscum Domine’. Mrs McLoughlin
explained the meaning of the motto, 
‘Abide with us Lord’  as meaning that 
God is present with us at all times, 
especially in our school family here at Cottesmore. Some children 
could list the places around the school where the motto can be 
seen, such as on school notepaper, on signs at the front of school 
and even on a liturgical banner in the hall. They looked at the 
Circle of Friends candle holder, which is lit at every assembly, and 
talked about the candle symbolising God’s presence at the heart 
of our community. Mrs McLoughlin also asked the children to 
think about the words they use this week, both when speaking to 
and about people.  She explained that words are like a sharp 
knife, as in they can hurt people very much if they are used 
unkindly.  The children decided how their words should be more 
like bandages, which heal people when they are hurt.  In that 
way, we really can make Our Lord Abide with Us this week and 
every week.

Phonics 
On Monday, Mrs McFarland 
invited Reception Parents to 
phonics workshops. She 
shared information regarding
how the children are taught to read and write and the 
technicalities of phonics, letters and sounds. Parents were given 
practical ideas about how to support their child and how to add 
value to home reading with their child. We were delighted to see 
over 40 parents attend and we plan to host parent 
workshops for Year 1 after 
Christmas. These will also focus on the 
statutory phonics screening assessment 
all Year 1 children will complete in June.
Our phonics program underlies the joy 
and magic of reading that we desire all 
our children to experience – reading opens doors! We are 
currently recruiting a ‘Parent Army’ to come in and support 
children, on a regular basis, via the use of phonic flashcards and 
reading. If you are able to help regularly, and ideally first thing in 
the morning, please do see the class teachers.

What a wonderful gift 
I am delighted to inform you that 
Tommy was born last Friday, 
weighing 8lb 6oz. Superstar Mrs 
Mullans was home almost immediately 
and I am pleased to inform you that all 
are doing well. We are hopeful that they  
will be in to visit us very soon. I know you 
will join me in wishing the whole family 
all the best and keep them in your prayers. 

Eco Warriors Reception-Year 6
Miss Wilkinson is appointing a new 
Eco Committee and is looking for
enthusiastic class representatives 
to become Eco Warriors. One child, 
from each class, will attend meetings 
and monitor ways in which we can 
become even more environmentally aware as a school. 
Interested children will need to prepare a short pitch, no more 
than 2 minutes, to present to the class. Children applying could 
consider ways the school can reduce pollution, in a sustainable 
and manageable way, and may want to mention an interest in 
any recent environmental topics that have interested them. 
We look forward to meeting the new team. 

Fairtrade 
This week, Mrs Tearle held a meeting 
with our Fairtrade Council. Every class has 
a representative who helps make whole 
school decisions that ensure learning about 
Fairtrade is given a high profile within their class and across 
the school. It is always a pleasure to hear the children’s ideas 
and witness their enthusiasm for promoting Fairtrade. Watch 
this space for some forthcoming fun Fairtrade activities. In the 
meantime, whilst shopping this Christmas, we could all look 
out for some Fairtrade logo products to add to our Christmas 
meals…

Waterhall 2018
Report by Iris - Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 were chosen to 
compete at Waterhall cross country. There were over twenty 
schools taking part in this event. Boys in Years 5 and 6 had 
separate races to Girls in Years 5 and 6. In the Year 5 girls race, 
Maggie came first, out of three hundred! Overall Cottesmore
came back with not one, not two, but three trophies. Year 6 
girls came first in their division. Each race was exactly 2k. The 
weather was sunny but really cold and after the race we were 
all freezing because the majority of us had to run with no 
jumpers. However, it was a great time and a great run. Well 
done to everyone who took part. 

Girls Football 
Report by Connie - Having won previous games, we went to 
Brighton training ground where the event took place. After a 
practice, and a talk with the referees, we began. Our first game 
was against Harland's primary school and we won 2-0. After 
that, our next match was against a primary school  from East 
Sussex and we won 2-1. We then had a match against Glebe 
and we lost 3-0. Our final match was against Balfour and we 
lost against 1-0 which meant we were not through to the 
finals. Overall, we came 3rd. We were really proud of how we 
played. 
Have a festive start to the weekend. Rachel Breen, 
Headteacher



Reception Applications 2019-2020
A reminder that latter December is a busy time for our 
Parish Priests so, those requiring SIF forms to be 
completed, may consider doing so sooner rather than 
later. Some Parish Priests also take holidays in early 
January so it's important to get forms completed before 
then. A huge thank you to the Year 5 and 6 children who 
helped out with the evening parent tour this week – they 
did the school proud. 

Manager St Peters Church 
The parish of St Peter's needs a manager for its hall. The 
person appointed would manage the hall bookings, take 
care of the keys, clean the hall, and be the point of 
contact with all those who wish to book the hall. Ideally, 
he or she would live close by. If interested, please speak 
to Fr Alexander, who will explain the remuneration.

SOCS Pantomime – Aladdin. Final call! 
The magical, mystical world of old Peking comes to 
Cottesmore, bought to life by West End actors. There will 
be two shows on tomorrow, 1st December, at 12.30pm 
and 2pm in the school hall. Tickets are £6 per person + 
booking fee or a group of 4 for £20 + booking fee. Tickets 
are available from www.ticketsource.co.uk/socsevents
however this closes at midnight. Tickets for the 2pm 
showing have almost sold out. It is likely that, a few 
remaining ones for the 12.30pm show may also be 
available on the door. What a fantastic Christmas 
experience – looking forward to seeing you there. 

Lost property 
Jack from Year 5 is missing a complete named PE kit with 
trainers. 

Notices

Archie Bear is with St Cecilia for best attendance. Well done!

Key Stage 1
St Christopher-James  
St Jude -Marla 
St Catherine-Finlay
St Peter-Ella 
St Bernadette -Noah
St Claire-Sophia 
St Martin-Megan 

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Paddy
St Patrick -Issac
St Andrew-Archie
St Francis-Nia
St Cecilia-Amelia O
St Stephen-Harry 
St Paul-Jonah

Key Stage 1
St Christopher-Mateusz
St Jude-Santiago 
St Catherine-Stephen
St Peter- Weronika
St Bernadette-Logan 
St Claire-Alan 

Key Stage 2
St Joan-Lara
St Patrick-Sofia
St Andrew- Will 
St Francis- Seb
St Cecilia-Emily
St Stephen-Asmitha
St Paul-Joe
St Martin- Sarah 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/socsevents


Week 13 - December

MONDAY 3rd  7pm Brighton Centre Christmas Concert 

TUESDAY 4th 

WEDNESDAY 5th  Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
 4.30pm Y1 campfire – parents welcome

THURSDAY 6th •

FRIDAY 7th •

Week 14

MONDAY 10th • Albion Literacy Cup Amex 

TUESDAY 11th •

WEDNESDAY 12th  Swimming  5 St Stephen/5 St Cecilia
 7pm KS2 Christmas Carols – all KS2 classes

THURSDAY 13th • Christmas dinner KS1

FRIDAY 14th • Christmas dinner KS2

Week 15

MONDAY 17th  9.30am KS1 Nativity  Rec St Jude, 1 St Catherine, 2 St Claire –Parents invited

TUESDAY 18th  9.30am KS1 Nativity Rec St Christopher, 1 St Peter, 2 St Bernadette - Parents invited 
 Pm Father Christmas visit and class parties 

WEDNESDAY 19th  No swimming 
 School finishes for Christmas 3pm

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  20th DECEMBER – 2nd JANUARY 

Week 16
JANUARY

Thursday 3rd  8.40am Pupils return for the Spring term

FRIDAY 4th 

MONDAY 7th 

TUESDAY 8th 

WEDNESDAY 9th  Swimming 5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia
 3.15pm Year 5 parents meeting re Blacklands Trip (5 St Stephen classroom)

THURSDAY 10th  3.15pm Year 6 SATs meeting for parents (6 St Martin classroom)

FRIDAY 11th 

MONDAY 14th  Year 6 Ancient Greeks workshop 
 2pm St Andrew Soundmakers –hall

TUESDAY 15th 

WEDNESDAY 16th  Swimming  5 St Stephen/ 5 St Cecilia

THURSDAY 17th  9.15am Year 2,3 & 4 Reconciliation Service
 3.15pm Year 2 SATs meeting for parents (St Bernadette classroom)


FRIDAY 18th 







 Lectio Divina Club 
 

 

Monday: 12:30-12:45 (Lunch time) with Mrs Breen 

           Grow in the grace and  

knowledge of the lord! 
 


