
Week ending  23rd  November

Dear parents and carers, 

Anti-Bullying 
Our Anti-bullying work concluded 
on Monday with a special assembly. 
Children’s work on this topic  was celebrated along with 
our kindness wall. Mrs Brady Smith, our welfare lead, 
shared a poignant video, in which a real experiment 
was carried out, linked to the power of words. In the 
video, two plants were kept in exactly the same 
conditions, however, one plant was played an audio 
loop of verbal put downs and the other was played an 
audio loop of positive comments. Guess which one 
flourished and which one withered? It was very 
powerful. Mariana, Year 3, told me, ‘It’s important to  
care for yourself and respect yourself but you also need 
to respect other people, care for them and celebrate 
what makes us all unique.’ Following on from this work, 
the School Council will re visit our school guide to Anti-
Bullying to see if any updates are needed. This will then 
be re-shared with all children and updated on our 
website. 

Maths 
This term, one of our School Development Plan objectives  
has been related to maths. The school has worked to further 
develop what is known as the ‘maths mastery’ approach to 
learning and we have been reflecting on the ways in which we 
can deepen children’s understanding of number. Staff have 
received a range of further professional development, both in 
school and externally. The Senior Leaders and I have carried 
out monitoring, such as observing lessons, carrying out a 
‘learning walk’ with our School Partnership Advisor, looking at 
the learning / work in books and talking to children. We 
recently invited two Head teachers, from local partnership 
schools, to come and review  school practice which was very 
successful and I will soon be returning the favour and 
reviewing work carried out in their schools. In addition to the 
above, we launched Times Tables Rockstars, in order to 
further improve children maths fluency. This week, Mrs 
Fletcher held two very successful parent workshops  during 
which she unpicked the range of maths calculations children 
are required to know and to use, whilst also sharing resources 
that can support children’s understanding. These session 
were incredibly well attended with 102 parents in total. Mrs
Fletcher provided attendees with a grid of all calculation 
methods, split into year groups, and this will shortly be 

available via the maths section of the school website. 
However, if you would like a hard copy, please do see the 
school office. 

Holidays / absence during term time
A reminder that, unless a family has specific exceptional  
circumstances, all requests for time off school, other than for 
illness, will be declined. This is as per the policies of all Local 
Authority schools. A reminder that, if you are considering 
taking your child out of school, you are required to contact 
the school office and request an absence form. This is then 
completed and evidence is asked to be provided. For 
example, if it is stated that you wish to attend a baptism 
further afield, we will require a copy of a baptism invite / 
certificate. Observance of specific religious festivals and 
celebrations are also permitted for those belonging to a 
specific religious body. For example Christmas and Easter for 
Orthodox Christians or Eid-ul-fitr and Eid-ul-Adha for 
Muslims. The Local Authority policy suggests that, if absence 
is authorised, for exceptional circumstances, that a day is 
permitted for travel, a day for the event and an day to return. 
Any unauthorised absences are reported to the Local 
Authority who will then issue a fine of £60 per parent per 
child. Parents are required to complete the school's absence 
form even if you wish to take your child out of school for one 
day, unless the absence is illness related. Illness is of course 
treated differently. We do ask that all absences relating to 
illness are phoned into the office from 7.30am onwards, and 
always before 8.50am, as office staff do not always have time 
to check the email system prior to our reporting deadline. If 
you have any questions regarding this, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch. Many thanks for your support. 

Please see the letters at the end of the newsletter for 
information regarding the exciting, SOCS organized, Christmas 
pantomime and watch this space for celebrations of those 
attending this week’s cross county race at Waterhall. 

Have a wonderful weekend. Rachel Breen, Headteacher



Phonics parent sessions (Reception) 
We are holding meetings for Reception parents so we can 
model the teaching pf phonics and share ways to further 
support learning at home. These will take place on 
Monday 26th November at 8am and 3.15pm. Childcare will 
be provided in the KS1 playground. 

SEN Drop In / Meet and Greet 
Mrs Kemp, school SENCo, will be hosting a parent drop in 
/ meet and greet on Monday 26th November, 2pm-3pm. 
Open to any parents with children on the SEN register. 

KNEX
We are collecting any unused or unwanted KNEX. Please 
drop any items to the school office for the attention of 
Mrs Kemp. Many thanks 

SOCS Pantomime – Aladdin
The magical, mystical world of old Peking comes to 
Cottesmore, bought to life by West End actors. There will 
be 2 shows on Saturday 1st December at 12.30pm and 
2pm in the school hall.
Tickets are £6 per person + booking fee or a group of 4 
for £20 + booking fee. What a fantastic Christmas 
experience. Tickets are available from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/socsevents. See the end of the 
newsletter for the official flyer. 

SOCS Christmas tombola collections 
There will be a collection of tombola items on Friday 30th 
November for the stalls at the pantomime. We will also 
take donations of mince pie and cakes on this day.

Notices

Awards

Archie Bear is with St Cecilia for best attendance. Well done!

Key Stage 1
St Christopher-Daniel
St Jude - Seraphina
St Catherine-Massia
St Peter-Teddy 
St Bernadette -Amelia
St Claire-Lilia
St Martin –Finley TS

Key Stage 2
St Joan- Mariana 
St Patrick -Elisa
St Andrew-Ronnie
St Cecilia – Esmie P
St Stephen-Sophia
St Paul-Sienna 

Key Stage 1
St Christopher-Jasmine
St Jude-Lucas
St Catherine-India 
St Peter- Kobe
St Bernadette-Eloise
St Claire-Tidiane

Key Stage 2
St Joan-Izzy
St Patrick-Tommy
St Andrew- Ollie
St Cecilia- Kuba
St Stephen-Ava 
St Paul-Oliver 
St Martin - Chiara 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/socsevents


 
 

 

 

Hello everyone. 

 

I just wanted to say how excited we are to welcome The West End in schools to Cottesmore.  

‘A pantomime created especially for primary schools by the best of the theatre and children’s 

television industries, performed by professional actors with at least three years of professional 

training and experience that often includes top West End shows. 

The West End in Schools stage layout, with the actors performing in between two groups of 

children, bringing everyone twice as close to the action. Humour and storylines which are perfectly 

suited to this age-range, with plenty of joining in and singing!’ 

Along with the show there will be raffle tickets on sale, a chance to win some lovely prizes such as a 

Cut and blow dry at Headmasters, 2 tickets total pavilion, 2 tickets to see Rob Beckett at the dome, 2 

tickets to see Nish Kumar at the dome plus many more. 

Another great chance to win some Christmas treats, will be at our very popular Tombola Stall.  

If you are not watching the show and would like to have a drink and a catch up. We will have 

refreshments of tea coffee hot chocolate, mulled wine and mince pies and yummy cakes.  

And finally, a face decorating stall, some extra fun for us all. 

This our first time putting on this type of event. We are hoping it is a success and that all the children 

and parents enjoy it. 

None of this is possible without us all pulling together. As always, our aim is to raise as much money 

for our school as possible. 

Look forward to seeing you on the 1St December  

 

 




