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6th November 2020 
 
Dear school community,  
 
I hope you and your family managed to have a restful break and spend some time together last week. I 
am aware that the school is giving you regular updates on the current situation in relation to Coronavirus 
(Covid 19) and the newly imposed national Lockdown. However, I just wanted to contact you on behalf of 
the Governing Body. 
 
Saturday's government announcement means that once again schools are having to adjust and adapt to 
an ever-changing landscape, as we prepare to navigate through the next period of restrictions in the fight 
against the pandemic, I wanted to recognise the tireless work and commitment to our school and pupils 
from our school head Mrs Breen and all of our staff. 
 
The Cottesmore community has demonstrated resilience, enthusiasm, and a profound sense of 
togetherness and I am immensely proud and grateful for the remarkable way in which our school has 
risen to this extraordinary challenge.  
 
As governors, we are grateful to have Mrs Breen making the difficult decisions to keep us all safe 
particularly under ever changing guidance, from the government and our local authority. I also want to 
say a big thank you to all the staff for working so hard in such difficult circumstances. I am always so 
impressed by their dedication and now more than ever.  
 
I would also like to offer a special thank you, to our parents and carers, for your unwavering support and 
adaptability with the many changes we have all faced. We have been grateful for the support and thank 
you for the many letters and notes which helped to lift spirits during this difficult time. 
 
In terms of our expectations for the school, there has been a change of emphasis, but not direction. 
Safeguarding remains the number one priority of ourselves and every other school in the country. We 
have updated policies to reflect the new working arrangements, but otherwise nothing's changed. Our 
vision for the school remains unchanged, as does our expectation around financial control. There have 
had to be some changes to our short-term expectations on school performance, but nothing changes in 
the medium to long-term. We remaining looking forwards, not back, and remind ourselves what makes 
this school great as we continue to build on it. We see our development work as an opportunity not a 
problem.  
 
 
As Governors we are delighted that so many ‘normal’ plans of the school have continued despite the 
additional requirements placed on the school by the pandemic. And we continue to look at the core 
foundations that will enable us to get through this period and we remind ourselves that the best time to 
judge performance is when we’re challenged. 
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New Governors 
I would also like to take this opportunity to introduce our three new governors; Katie Raymond, Clionadh 
Raleigh, and Sue Hollow. Their profiles will be added shortly to the school website, so you can find out 
more about them.  
 
Parent Governors Vacancy 
We have two vacancies for Parent Governors on our Governing Board, and so by law we must run an 
election and you, as a parent or carer, have the right to stand. If you are interested, please read the 
attached notice which will give you some insight of the role and commitment and then complete a Parent 
Governor Election Candidate Form and post, hand-in to the office or email 
natashacamilleri@cottesmore.brighton-hove.sch.uk  
Application closure date: 20/12/ 2020 
 
Helping Hand 
Just to remind you all that, thanks to previous parent and staff donations, we have our Cottesmore 
emergency fund and food bank that can be used to support any families in financial difficulty, especially 
those finding it a challenge to feed themselves and / or their family. We are also able to guide families to 
local businesses and charities who can offer further support. A reminder that this information is also on 
the school website in the current updates section. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish everyone in the school community the best. 
 
Please keep all our families in your prayers. 
 
Wayne Ashton 
Chair of Governors. 
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